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ADVERTISE M E N T, 


HE following authentic Papers were fent by Mr. 



V"an Sittart to fome of his friends in England, and 
arrived the latter end of the iafi year. 

Some few Extra£ta from them were before obtained 
in the Eaft Indies, and were fent from thence to England, 
together with fome partial quotations, and a bad verfion 
of a Perfian Letter or two* and were here publilhed the 
beginning of laft year ; with how unfair and unjuft an 
intention, was evident from the reflexions and obferva- 
tions which then attended them- 

They now come forth intire, and with no other 
defign than to gratify every lover of truth : which pur- 
pofe, it is thought, they will beft anfwer, when thus 
fairly given up to candid inquiry, without either narra¬ 
tive or remark to bias the mind of the Reader. 




GENERA L 

CON T ENTS. 


Preliminary Papers. 

Year. T j^T E of the E a ft India Letter of 

LTs^ H q # Company’s trade and pri- reference,, 
: £ *' -$r. vileges in former time 1 ;.— v - y ' 

. X###)8C The phinnaund (or grant) A,C,Ca. 
of King Furruckfeer, obtained aboutCb* 

* 7 1 the year 1716—is directed to the offi¬ 
cers, &c, of the ’‘ort of Houghly, and 
other portS“Confirrn$ prior grants*— 

Englim hereby exempted from pay¬ 
ment of cuff oms and duties on their im¬ 
ports and exports *— the treaty was 
made for the benefit of the Company » 
not of private ptrfcns — procured by 
Mr. John Surman and Kauja Sirhud, 
agents of the Englifh company — or¬ 
ders the inagiftrates of the country to 
afford fupport to the Englifh in their 
jufi '•concerns, 

*759* No new priv ileges of trade granted B. 
by the treaty which was made with 
Meer Jiffier, by Admiral Watfon and 
Colonel Olive—it confirms the arti¬ 
cles agreed on before with Serajah 
Doula. The trade in fait continues 
to belong to the government of the 
A 3 country 





VI 


CONTENTS. 

Year, country, and to be claimed by the Letter of 
Nabob Jaffier-—his complaints of Eh- reference. 

ip 6 . glifh '•ncrbachments. The fame W"‘V“W 
complaint from the ghahaada ( the C. 
prince) that the Englifh had begun to 
carry on a large trade in fait and betel- 
nut, and refufed to pay the duties on 
thole articles: — none of the Com¬ 
pany’s fervants, not the Colonel him- 

r/59. • felf, ever engaged in the trade of fait 

without the Nabob’s Ipecial grant. Cb. 

Salt an unprivileged trade—complaint Cc. 
againft Mr. Chevalier. — The officers 
of the government have an undoubted 
right to fee the Company’s duftuck 
(permit) — no -other vmy to diftin- 
guifh between the agents of the Com- 

S , and others ufurping the En- 

name. — Mr Chevalier refufes Cd, C*. 
to explain the commiffion under 
which he a&ed. — Mi. Sumner’s ap- 
1758. pointment to the chieffhip of Dacca.. 

1760. Mr. Van Tttart came to Bengal in D. 

July—the diftrelTed fituation in which 
he found the Company’;, affairs, and 
the Nabob’s Jatfier Aly Cawn’s — 

11 Sept, neither the Nabob's own foldiers re- p 
ceived their juft pay, nor (his allies) 
the English—defertion of many of our 
men.— 1 he Shazada within thirty 
miles march with his whole army.— 

Death of the young Nabob VIirun, 

July 7, being killed by lightening — 
a general plunder expedted j — Col. 

Caillaud prevented it for fome time— 
great difficulty, the China Nabob be¬ 
ing dead, to reftrain the tumults of 
the country foldiers mutinous for their 
29July, pay—their refufal to march} —the Ha. 

very low ft.ite of the treafury — A. E. G. 

7 Aug. flop put to the Company’s inveftment. N. 

—The 



€ O tf T E N T S* Mi 

—The current expeiice* of the fettle* letter of 
meat could fc&rcely be provided for.— reference, 
l*60. The But d wan and Nuddea countries 

had been ailigned to the Company II * * 
from April 1758 to 60.-—Great arrears D. 
clue to the Company from the Nabob 
Jaffier — the term of the aiEgnment 
out — the lands redemanded without 
payment of the money -no refourccs 
for money. •— r l lie Company? taught 
to depend upon payments to be made 
to them in India, fent out no money 
to Bengal, yet Madras and Bombay 
28 July, were to loccive their necefiary funis 
fromBengah —-Pondicherry invefted ' 
no ftipply for carrying on the fiege. N. 

The fituation of affairs at Moor- 
fhedabad, where the Nabob refided, 
was Mil more alarming - his palace, 
more than once furrounded by the 
troops, threatening the Nabob’s life 
— The Zemindars (iubordinate go 
vcniors) with-held their payments 
by the Nabob’s inahilityfor bufinefs, 

Augufti u.o hop?, of remedying the complicated 
evils—clafhing of government within 
government.—jaider’s jealoufy of the 
English—his behaviour in direft vio 
lation of the treaty—he invited and . G\ 
affifted the Dutch againft the Englifii 
—would grant the Engli£h no favours 
—— his Jrefnfal to farm to them the 
Chittagong province, on the fame 
terms it had been leafed to others. 

ImpofTtbility of JafBer’s government 
fnbfifting — it depended folely on the I. t>, X. 
Englifh—imminent danger to both.— 

Coifun Aly Cawn, fonCn-Iaw of K. L. 
Jafber—abilities of CoiBrn—he laved 
the city from plunder, and his father- 
in-Jaw from deftruSion, by the op- 
SOfbob. fortune advancement of money to the H. 

A 4 fo!cilery 


mSTtty 



f.760. 


Sept. 


C O N T t N T S. 

Year foldiery- .be had the Nabobs promife, .Letter of 

i^Tsa on this occalion, to be appointed to reference, 
the vacant offices, in the room of the Wv 
Nabob’s deceafeii fon* and to be alfo 
natn d his lucceflor.— Uncertainty of r* 

JafRer’s refolutions — increafe of the " * 
Englifh influence, rnoft ofall dreaded 
by him—Coffim came to Calcutta in 
September—converfatbns with him. 

— The felwft committee had in view, 
birit; to feeure to the Company a 
revenue proportionable to the iii- 
creafed military expcnces, brought 
upon them by their connections with 
the Nabob.Much larger fuppliea 
neceflary to maintain our army; 
which, being employed for the fake 
. ot the Nabob and the country, fhould 
by them be paid — want of a body of 
cavalry under our command 

Secondly, to put an end to the war 
in Bengal by a becifive action, or by P. 
a treaty with the Shahzada, who 
claims the throne of Indoftan.—••— 

11 Sept. Province of Patna not capable of fup- 
porting the Prince any longer. 

Ncceffity of entering into engage¬ 
ments with Meer Coffim. —Critical 
ftate of the Company’s affairs and 
thofe of the country; Jaffier’s in- 
ability to remedy the one, and his 
dil nclination to contribute any afiift- 
am:e to the other, 

Jaffier had already ca tried to be 
aflaffinated or taken off, every mi¬ 
ncer and officer whom he knew to 
be attached to the Englifh—Coja 
Haddy and others in Nov, and Dec, 

1758, and in 1759, JRJieim Cawn and 
many others, 

*75®* fecret negotiation of 
Jaffier’s with the Dutch, for, tranf- D, 

porting 
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porting troops from Batavia into thefe tetter of 
provinces that armament arHved. reference, 
during \m vifit at Calcutta—that they v^VV 
came by his invitation was acknow¬ 
ledged by Colonel Clive and the 
Council, as appears from the narra¬ 
tive of that Dutc h bufinefs, tranlmit- 
tecl to the Court of Directors, and to 
our feveral Admirals. — Private in- 
llruffions given by Jaffier, contrary to 
his own public orders, relative to the 
demolition of the new works at 
Chmfura. 

In the beginning of the year 1760, 
the Shahzada irivadedthe provinces t$~ 
gain, with a force more refpe$able 
than in the preceding year. 

Co). CKve refigncd the government H* 
early in February, 1760. About the 
fame time, the Morattas entered the 
province from the fouthward, and pe¬ 
netrated into the Burdwan country. 

Jafficr’s puffiJanimous ; , irregular, 
and contradictory orders to his ge¬ 
neral 

The country became a prey to the 
Morattas. 

A ftop is put to the eolle&ing our 
aligned revenues.—Jaffier refutes the 
affiitance of his troops to our com¬ 
manding officer. 

Proofs of Jaffier’s attempting to ne- E. 
gociate a feparate treaty with the 
Prince (fee Letters to Major Caillaud, 
in Mr. Holwelfs Addrefs, printed for 
T. Becker.) 

Obflru&ions railed by JafEer, as to 
our collection of our rents. 

Secret treaty between the Morattas E. 

and Jaffier. 

No defign of removing Jaffier from 
the Subafhip. 

One 


/ 


IP 


X 

Year. 
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One of the §rft things agreed to be 
{enured by a treaty with the'Sh-ah^ada, 
ii it took place, was the maintaining 
the Nabob in the pcdleffioa of his 
dignity. 

24 Aug. Perplexity of the money matters 
diforder of the troops at Patna 
5 Oct* —‘defertion of the Seapoys. 

Death jt the Chu ta Nabobits 
confetjuences. 

JafEeFs opinion of Coffirn AJy 
- ~Pondicherry difficulties at 
Madras. 

7 Aug* State of the treafmy and expences 
Calcutta. 

Chittagong—Nabob’s refu/al. 

Our force has been encreafed ever 
fmce we have extended our influence 
into the country—what force is necef- 
xi Sept, toy* and how to be fupported. 

.Revole of the Beerbom Raja, 
.nothing remained to JaPScr in the 
whole province pf Bahai but Patna- 
Fort. 

i£ Sep. Further deliberations on the ftate 
of affairs, the obje£h> of which were ; 

Firft, The fecuring a fund of 
money for the prefent and future ex¬ 
igencies of this fettlement, «s well as 
tne other two Presidencies. 

Secondly, The putting an end to 
■ the disturbances fomented and kept 
up by 'he Sbah#sada in feveraJ parts 
of thefc provinces. 

I* Qi Can this better be affected 
by continuing the prefent fyftem of 
oppofing the Shahzaci-a 5 or, 

2. By propofmg to him an alliance 
with the Englilh, and part of our 
forces to proceed with him to Deliy ? 

That the power of the Nabob 
Ihould be ffrengthened, under the im¬ 
mediate 


Lexter of 

refereces. 

F. 

G* 

H. H,a. 

I. 

K.L. 

M* 

N* 

<X 


F. 

Qi 

QiYe 


R. 


Year. 

1760. 


16 Sep. 


n 


« O N T « 1ST ' T S : 






rhfcdiate influence of the Company <— Len^r of 
a well concerted alliance with him reference, 
might be of great ufb, to acquire to 
ourfelves a large body of the Nabob’s R^. 
troops to join with our own, in op- 
pofing any attempts of European 
Powers. 

Rclblved, To consult Coffirn Aly 
Cawri on the fuhje£f of the great e> ~ 
pences, the want of money, and the 
difficulties brought on the Company R» S„ 
by the fyftcm of ftipporting the Coun¬ 
try government with out troops. 

Much given up in other parts of 
India, for the fake of providing for S. 
the fafety of Bengal. 

Reply of Coffim AIy~He under¬ 
takes to remedy the dilh effed ftate of 
the Company's affairs* and the dif- 
ordersof the country government, if 
the general management of the pro¬ 
vince were placed in his hands, and 
the Nabob refeued from the influence 
Of his prelent advifers. 

Tfeie feafon was now begun for our 
forces to take the neld—fcaice a rupee 
in the Treafury. 

The Company’s former fuccefies 
had left them an eflablifliment, that 
had loft the foundation on which it 
was built ; a military force*, propofc* 
tioned to their connections and in¬ 
fluence in the country, without the S. 
means of fubfiftence ; s* fortification 
begun upon the fame exteniive plan 
at a vaft expence; and an alliance 
with a power unable to iupport itfelf, 
and threatening to involve them in 
the fame ruin. 

General dltoffe&fon to JafBer’s S, 
government — revolt of many of the 
principal Rajas (or Princes) — the 

maffacre 


Year, 

*?6o. 


maffacre pcroetrated at Dacca, by the Letter of 
Nabob’s order, recent in every mind. reference*. 

Committee unanimoufly refolve on 
a treaty with Colfltn Aly, which was 1 * 
executed the 27th of September. 

A R T I C L £ | 

Firft, T he Nabob Jaffier to conti¬ 
nue in pofieffion of his dignities, and 
all affairs to be tr an failed in his 
name. 

Second, Coilim AJy to be placed 
in the adminiftration of the affairs of 
the provinces, and to have the rever- 
lion of the government. 

Third, Alliance offenfive and dc- 
fenfive. 

Fourth, The Europeans and for* 
pO}'; of the Englifh army, fliall be 
ready to affift the Nabob in the 
management of ail affairs. 

Fifth, F or all charges of the Com¬ 
pany, and of che faid army, and pro- 
vifions for the field, &c. the lands of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chitta¬ 
gong, fliall be afligned. 

Sixth, Sillet. 

Seventh, Former balances to b*a 
paid. 

Eighth, Lands of the Company and 
of the government, how far diftimft. 

Ninth, The refpective govern¬ 
ments, how far independent. 

Tenth, Whether peace or ivar with Y, 
the Prince , ftiould be left to future de¬ 
liberation, but in either cafe, the pre- 
fem agreement to remain inviolable. 

Meer Coflim fet out for Moorfheda- 
29 Sept, bad, the 29th of Septemberj and the 
Prefident and Col. Cailkud, the 2d 
of Gdober, 

The fele& Committee’s inftrudlions V. 

to 
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CON T ENTS. 

Sittart and Colonel 


xm 


1760. 


14 . oa. 


to Mr. Van Sittart and Colonel Letter of 
Caillaud. reference, 

Refolution to regulate the govern- 
ment according to the plan propoled 
full powers given to the President 
and Col Caillaud, to a£t according 
to their own difcretion, in all circum- 
fiances that may occur in this bufinels* 

They reached Coffimbazar the 14th 
of O6tober.~~-The Prefident’s repre- 
fentation to the Nabob of the dan¬ 
gers that threatened the provinces on 
every fide., and of the evil admin ill’ V* 
tion of thofe, to whom he had intruft- 
ed the management. — Mr. Amyatt’s 
account of the infurreftion at Putna. 

The Nabobs own opinion of the 
hazardous flate of his affair ; 

But is too much funk in indolence, 
to attempt to apply any remedy 10 the 
evils. 

The Prefident refolved not to ex¬ 
pole CofKm to the refentment of his 
father-in law, nor to let the old Na¬ 
bob himfelf fink under the weight of 
his difordered government, nor to fee 
the English Army at Patna ruined for 
want of pay, nor to expofe the pro¬ 
vinces to the ravages of the .Shahzada 
and his followers, nor tamely to ac~ 
quiefce in the impending deftruftion 
qf the Company itfelf. 

He reprefents to the Nabob the 
ouferics of the country., and the da- X. 
mage the Company’s affairs had re¬ 
ceived,; from the management of his 
minifters. 

Some of the grievances were ftated Y. Y,a, 
to him by Letters I. II. Ill Y,b. 

The Nabob confeffes himfelf une¬ 
qual to the charge of the government 

—his 
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Year. his opinion of his fon-in-kvr, Letter of 


reference* 


x. I. K.L. 


The Nabob will take no refomtion 
* 7 j0m or fteps to reftore his affairs-—cecums 
into corfulta* ion with his old advifers 
Keehiram, Monilaul and Checon, — 

Charade* of thofe minifters — deters Y 5 Y, a* 
ruination formed to remove them, and Y, c. 
place his fen-in-law in their (head*— D| I* 
meafurcs taken for that purpofe. 

19 oa. The Gen too feaft on the j 9th ~ 
the long and fatiguing ceremonies 
which are obferved by the Gen tons— 
the occafion favourable to the prefcnt 
undertaking — Col. Caillauc? and fix 
companies of Seapoys crofs the river 
by day break.—Account of the whole X. 
trauladion—feifure of the perfons of 
the Nabob's ininifters — conference 
with the Nabob. — He refigm the 

J government to his fen-in-law—his re- 
ignation not expedited nor defigned. 

22 0 £L This revolution happened without 
any riot or diiturbance, or lofe of any 
one life. — JafLur A)y, by his own 
choice, goes to refide with the Englifh 
at Calcutta. 

The great and immediate advan- X. 
tages accruing to the Company from 
this ftep, fo necefiaiy arid fa happily 
executed. 

Grants for making over to the 
Company the countries of Burdwan, 
Midnapoorand Chittagong, a territo¬ 
ry very valuable in the poffellion, and 
lying convenient for protedfion. 

Public credit reftored—money ent 
to pay the troops at Patna—an afiilL A, l,K 
ance for the treasury at Calcutta—-■ 
aid for Madras, and for forwarding 
tkhe redn&ion of Pondkheny. 


Payment 
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C O N T E N T S. xt 

Payment of the balances due to the Tetter of 
\*S*W*HJ Englifh from the old Nabob. inference. 

1 , II* 111 , addrefles to the Nabob 
I 7 * >0# Jaffier, which were before-men- Y,a.Y,b f 
ficuied, Y*c. 

Mr. Ellis was informed, by two A,i,c, 
letters, of the proceedings, and of the A,i,d. 
late revolution. —Mr. Ellis’s congra- A,i,e* 
tulations, u Such a revolution, with 
fo little difturbancc fcarce ever hap¬ 
pened/* 

*2,2 and 23 Mr. Ellis prefided at Calcutta 
0 £t. * during Mr. Van Smart's ahfence. 

Major Carmc arrived with Mr. 

Ellis from England, came to the Prc~ 

310O&. fident at Mo rad bitug, the loth in the 
morning—alfifted Col. Caillaud in 
preventing any difturbance in the 
city —• proceeded afterwards with the 
Col. to Patna, in order to receive 
from him there the command of the? 
troops., 

Col, Caillaud ordered to join the 
army at Pondicherry. 

Major Carnac remained with the 
governor at Moradbaug, ’till the Ma¬ 
jor went to Patna, and Mr Van 
Sittart returned to Calcutta. 

Major Yorkc ftaid at Moorfhedabad 
with the party under his command. 

22 0 £h The old Nabob departs for Cal- Z, 
cutta — takes his leave with much 
chearfuinefs. 

State of the old Nabob’s treafury. r# 

Coflim Aly applies himfelf vigo- 
roufly to the regulation of affairs. 

Syftem of prudence and ceconomy, 

Mr. Ellis applies for the chieffhip 
of Patna, to which Mr. M’Guire had 
been appointed two months before. 

7 Nov. The Prcfidcnt arrived in Calcutta 

the 



Year. 



xvi 
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1760, 


10 Nov. 


1761. 
H. H,a. 


C 0 N TENT S. 

—the next day he reported his pro- Letter of 
cecdings in general, and the advan- reference* 
tages acquired for the Company —— 
prefer! t the t vide Council , 

Diftin&ion between the Council , and 
the felefi ot fecret Committee. 

Minute of the 8 th of November, B*j h 
from Mr. Verelft arid Mr. Smyth, 
who were of the Council , and not of the 
fclef l Committee . 

They obferve, that the proceedings 
of the Jecret Committee , were not made 
known to the whole Council , before 
they were carried into execution, and 
exprefs themfelves, differ idied at 
being made cyphers of, in fo critical a 
concern.” 

Reply™that the tranfa&ion is now 
ordered to be laid before the board* Q y 
and the reafcjrt why the whole Coun¬ 
cil were not acquainted with it before 
wa5, beeaufe it was an affair that 
required Secrecy 0 and to that was 
owing the fpeedy and eafy fuccefs, 
which attended the execution of it. 

It i$ with fuch intent that the Court 
of Directors have appointed a leledfc 
committee. 

Mr. Van Sittart’s memorial, con p 
taining proofs, that affairs were at an * 
extremity no longer to be negtedle'd* 
without manifeff danger of having 
the province over-run, and the trade 
intirely ruined.—Some mcafures muff 
have been taken—neceflity required 
them---the fafeft, moft juftifiable, and Y. 
moil expeditious were chofcn — 1 fuc- c. 
cefs attended them. 

Diiguft taken by fcveral members 
of the. Council. 

Mr. Amyafct, chief of Patna, had 
been informed from time to . time of 

the 
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Yean the proceedi tigs — on which he gave Letter of 
no pauiciifar opinion, contenting reference 
lj 6 x> himfelf with representing the difficult ^YV* 
ties and dangers which he was him- W, a* 
felf engaged in. 

The fir ft declaration of Mr. Amy- 
afctt’s difapprobation of die proceed¬ 
ing ofth'cfeleefc Committee, and of 
a change in Mr. Ellies fentiments, 
appears in a minute which they en-> 
tered upon the'confutations on the 
8th of January, to which Mr, Smyth 
aflentec. 

They obferve, “ Firft, that the 
reafons alledgod are not fufficient ^ 

** to convift Jaftier Aly Cawn of E, r% 
breach of faith.. 

“ Secondly, The cruelties he has 
been guilty of, may feem (hocking 
*< to a civilised government, but are 
« common in defpof.ic fetes — the 
prefent Nabob has already fallen 
« into the like feverities. 

u Thirdly, The advantages to be 
derived to the Company from the 
ceded provinces, will all prove 
lr * im&gbary.*’ 

The gentlemen of the council who 
did, and fiill do approve of the late 
tranfactions with the country govern¬ 
ment. Reply, 

I. That there were teafbns enough 
to juftify, or rather to urge the felect 
Committee, when deliberating on the D♦ 
fete of affairs in Auguft laft, to have 
broken oft* all meafures with Jaffier— 
beildes the infences then mentioned 
of his perfidy, the letter of the Dutch 
DiretSorc, which may be feen by thoie 
who will take the.pains to examine it, 
is a full proof of his breach of faith. 

Aly was his neareft relation 
b —-whofe. 


12 Jan. 


F, u 
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vjjj* . ' Yean 

xjbr. 


CONTENTS. 

—»-whole views were in reverfion. Letter of 
II. They do not look upon afiafli- 


<SL 


12 Jan* 


reference. 

nation and murders, with fuch indif- 
ference as is expreffed in Mr. Amy- y u 
att’s minute, nor could they fo eafdy * 
excufe a crime fo fhocking. The 
pretended (Sufferers, the fon ofSirfe- 
rauzCawn, arid the widow of Aliverdy 
Cawn, infix ad of having been the 
obje&s of the Mabob Coffim’s vio¬ 
lence, live, and are obliged to his 
benevolence or a hand feme main¬ 
tenance allowed them. 

III. As to the advantages acquired 
to the Company, which are all un¬ 
dervalued, becaufe feme have not yet 
been collected—the ftiortnefs of the 
time has prevented the receipt of.fe- 
vcral payments which are fettled; 
that for Burdwan became due this 
day—the country is in our own poi- 
fefifion—the profpedl is fair, and the 
prefent benefits arc worth mention¬ 
ing i as, 

1. The payment of the arrears due 
to the Engliflh troops. 

2. The afliftance to the Company 
of five lacks. 

3^ Leave granted for coining Moor- 
fhedabaci fiecas, 

4* Seven or eight lacks paid to the 
Nabob’s troops, 

, 5. The troops fatisfied, and actu¬ 
ally in the held, and the enemy de¬ 
feated, which, without fuch payment, 
could not have happened. There is 
no room for blame, whether the event 
be confidered, or the deliberations 
that preceded it. The leie <9 Com¬ 
mittee gave all poffible attention to 
the fituation of the Company at 
home, and oi their affairs in general ,$ 

and 1 
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XIX 


Year, and their ncceflities and dangers ap- Letter of 
peered ft) ftriking* that there was not reierence. 
a doubt but that'the mealures under- 
1 ' JU takers fhould be purfued even with 
ri/fc, which are now found fault with., 
though juftifkd upon principle, and 
crowned with fuccefs » 

1 1 Jan. Mr: Ellis*#! minute—his fentiments G, I* 

have never altered, 

9 Feb. to Inftrunions Tent from time to time lt to 

April, to Major Carttac, to affift the Nabob K, j, 
in coll e &wig hb revenues from the 
great men of the country—their rea- 
djjjefs to make ufe of the Englifh pro¬ 
tection, to fcieeu them from exami- 


when in 
This is a 


22 Apr. 
8 May. 


April to 
Aug. 


nation of their accounts, 
arroar to the government, 
fa£t well known. 

Major Carnaps anfwcrs. 

He accufes the Nabob of want of L, i. to 
courage. N, I* 

Dilagreemem. between the Nabob 
and the Major. 

Col. Coote fet out to take the 
command of the army. 

Letter from Major Carnac, defiring 
leave to come to Calcutta in his way 
to England. 

Determines afterwards to remain 
at Patna. 

Evafiom and perfidy of Ramnaram I% t0 
will come to no account with the 

Nabob for four months together-~ 

will not explain himfelf— was three 
years in arrear to the government —- 
is deputy governor (Naib) of the 
Patna province—fupported in his^dif- 


16 June, obedience — heavy complaints of the S, 

1 . t „ * - A. 1.1. , . 1n /il MotAf. S 




Nabob againft the Colonel and Major. S,r 3 g« 
A remarkable occurrence in the 
Nabob's army. 

h % The 
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The Colonel, very early in the Letter of 
morning, with horfemen and Seapoys reference. 
t? 6 i* .entered the Nabob’s encampment*— 

marched through the tents with aS, i,h. 
cocked piftol in each hand* S, r, k. 

The Colonel’s own account of the y r. 
affair, in which he denies the piftols V 1 a. 
were cocked* 

The Governor’s Minute. 

$6 June. Particular directions, the 17th of I, I* 

May, that Raoinarain fhould be re¬ 
garded as the deputy of the govern¬ 
ment of Moorfhedabad-that he 

fhould give the Nabob a faithful ac¬ 
count of his outftanding balances, and 

5© July, that the Nabob fhould fend his own 

people to colled them. F, 2. 

21 June. Major Carrmc’s tranfa£Uon$ on his 1 ,2. K,2. 
inarch with the Shah. Z,r.A,2. 

Orders of the India Company, and Y,i.X*U 
the eftabliflied cuftom, that no diflent 
to any letter from the board, fhould 
be figned on the face of the letter it- 
Telf—prudence and policy of that or¬ 
der—tranfgreffiom of it. 

Correfpondence with the Princes of 
the country government to be car¬ 
ried on in the name of the Prefidcnt. 

Maxims of the Mogul empire. 

Sept. The Colonel and the Major recal¬ 
led to Calcutta. 

A great change happens in the 
Council, in confequence of Letters 
from Europe. 

Mr. Ellis advanced to the chiefihip 
of Patna. 

22 Sep. Inftru&ions to Mr. Ellis, princi* L, 2. 
pally to follow the cautions received 

from the Court of Directors- not to 

protett the fervanti of the Nabob again/} 

their mqfien -And by no means to 

interfere in any of she affairs of the 

country 
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Year. 
1761. 


1762. 

Jan. 


22 Jan. 
4 Feb. 


or the people Letter of 
reference. 


10 Feb 


Feb. 
4 Feb 


country government, 

belonging to it. . 

Mr. Ellis arrived at Patna about 
the middle of November-—his preju¬ 
dices and violence of temper —- fends 
to Capt. Carftairs an order to feize 
and imprifon an officer of the govern¬ 
ment, named Munforam—-the Nabob 
was then about forty miles off- -Capt. M, 2. 
Carftairs hefitates to execute the 
order. 

Letter from the Nabob to } Contraft N? 2 

Mr. Eli is* > between 

Letter from Mr. Ellis tof^ C q 
the Nabob. 

The perfon mentioned in Mr. 

Ellis's letter to have been lent a pri- 
foner to Calcutta, was an officer of 
the Nabob’s--—his name was Coja 
Antoon—he had been accufed of pur- 
chafing five maunds of falt-petre : to 
anfwer for this crime, he was fent 900 
miles, and after a confinement of 
three months, was delivered over to 
farther punifhment. Another charge 
againft this perfon was, that he had 
given a certificate of Come goods 
having been duly paft, which was a 
contempt of the Company's duftucK. 

Diftinftion between the trade of the 
, Company , and the concerns of private 

merchants-every ftruggle made by 

the country people again 11 the oppres¬ 
sions and extortions of the private 
Engltjk Gomafiah trade, was imme¬ 
diately conftrued as an attack upon 
the Company’s rights. 

Letters of the Nabob’s received in 
February. P,2.Qa2. 

Information (which’ proved to be 
falfe) given to Mr. Ellis, that two 
deferters had taken {belter in the fort 
b 3 of 
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Year. ofMonghcer, then governed by Shu* 
xj jan Sing, as Deputy (Naib) to Goja 
, Gregore. Mr* Ellis applied to JRa- 
J 7 ' 2 * jebullub., the Naib of Patna, for an 
order to deliver up.the deferters, and 
contenting himfdf with a verbal re* 
ply of the meifengers, immediately 
font a company of Seapoys to learc.h 
the fort, and take the deferters* 

The Seapoys appear before the fort 

-Shujan Sing carded two of them 

into the fort, and fhewed them every 
11 Feb. place about it—-no deferters were to 
be found, in fa& there were none.—* 
Mr. Ellis ftili infilled that he would 
not recall his forces, till two ferjeants 
fhoiild have been admitted to fearch 
the fort. Loofe as is the country 
difcipline, Shujan Sing apprehended 
it to be his duty, neither to admit the 
party into the fort nor the ferjeants— - 
his remul. This was termed the 
higb«ft excels of inference in Shujan 
Sing—-the party remained for three 
months——mutual complaints on this 
iubjedl, 

Whilfo this affair depended, ano¬ 
ther dilpufce arofe,—Mr. Ellis Rations 
Seapoys, » 

At length the Nabob admits Lieut, 
Ironfide, two Seapoys and a ferjeant 
—they fearch the fort. 

Thefe, and fuch like difputes, take 
up the greateft part of the correfpon- 
hence beewcen the Prefident and 
Council, and the Nabob. 

The Prefident was in continual up- 
prehenfion, that the moil defperate 
meafures would take place—makes it 
his ftudy, by moderation, to abate 
the violent fpirit which prevailed—- 

forbears 


Letter of 
reference. 
^Y\j 

R, 2. 

S, 2,T,2. 

-A, 3 * 

A, 3, c, 
d. e. 


1 J Apr. 


V, 2. 

W, 2> 


A,3. e. 
X,a.Y.a 
A, 3, c. 
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Year, forbears to make any remarks on the Letter of 
UYo fteps which had been taken by Mr. reference. 

, Ellis, and could not then be presented '-'•'V"- 
170a. — endeavours to keep things qu.et 

upon the footing they were, until he 
could agree with the Nabob upon 
fome method of removing the occafton 
which had been, taken to fet thefe de¬ 
putes or, foot. Whatever confidence 
the Nabob might have in the mode¬ 
ration of the Prefident, yet, a;; feveral 
of the Nabob’s letters teftify, he knew 
that he depended on the will of many, 
and fome of thofc, his irreconcilable C, 3, fa. 
enemies. Tbofe who were ^ difaf- 
fc£fed about his per Ion, feifed the op¬ 
portunity of attempting bis life, and 
overfeting hia government—-the con- A, 3, f. 
fpiraev was carried on by Seetaram 
Dewan and others.——As loon as the 
Nabob had full proofs of the tranf- 
a<Sion, he fummoned Seetaram into 
his prefence, and charged him with 
his crime before feveral hundreds of 
people, and appealed to the aflembly 
for their fentence on him, who ad¬ 
judged him, and the reft of the con- 
fpirators, guilty of death. 

Some letters tranfmitted by Mr. 

Eatfon to the board— evident marks 
of forgery in them —Agreed to carry W,4,a,* 
on aII enquiry with the greateft fe- 
crecy—which produced a further de¬ 
tection of their forgery. — Things 
March, could not long continue upon the 
point to which they were brought. 

r-r-M r» f* 1 ... *_I __ * 


The Prefident judges, that :h(t belt 
way to put an end to the diffentrons 
and jealoufies, would be to Tend a 
perfon, in whom the Nabob had 
Treat confidence, to afiure h.m there 
was no intention of breaking with 


b 4 


him. 
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Year, him, and to advifc him to forget Letter of 
**%/***J what had palled* reference* 

1762. Mr. Mailings deputed for this pur- k ~'~\***v* 
5 Mar, pofe—his inftruflions. B» 3. 

Motion made by Mr. Amyatt, to B, 3, a, 
ingraft on thefe inflru&ions to Mr. 

Mailings, a demand to be made on 
the N abob for twenty lacks of rupees 
which he had formerly, after his ac~ 
ceffion, offered to the Governor and 
the members of the feleft Committee, 
and which they had refufed..—The 
paper or bond, containing the offer 
of this fum, was returned to the 
Nabob by the Prdtdent, the moment 

he knew the contents of It.-The £ > 

gentlemen of the fele& Committee, ’ 
intirely approved of the Prelident’s re- 
fufal of the offer ; it is now moved, 
that the money fhould be demanded 
of the Nabob, “ And in cafe he re- 
* A fules payment on account of the 
bond’s being returned, that he 
i( fhould be made to underftand, that 
u k was returned without proper ati- 
44 thority. ,> For the arguments on 
each fide, fee B,3»ct$C. 

Upon this occalion, and fome 
others, a motion was made for calling 
Major Carnac to the board — The 
Company's infir uflions in their 64th 
paragraph, of the 13th of March, 

1761, giving him a place at the 
Board, and in the feleft Committee, 
in affairs where military matters are g ? }., a 
under debate. ^ * 

The majority of the board agree, * " 
that the demand fhould be made on 
the Nabob. 

* A lack of rupees is about 14,500!. 


Mr, 


wt 


Year. 

1762. 
g April, 
a May. 

13 May. 


jjMay, 


April. 


May. 


J u ty* 


CON T E i T S. 

Mr. Haftings let out on this com- Letter of 
miff ion, and arrived at Patna the 2d reference- 
of May——-his convention with the 
Nabob, who expreffed much diffatif- 
fa£tion that hefhould be charged with 
entertaining a jealoufy of the Engiifh 
-—and defies him to mention one in- 
ftance of his having betrayed a want Q i 3 ,f. 
of confidence in the Company, or 
deviated from the treaty with them. 

“ It is true, he added, he had frequent 
fubjedh of complaint againft the En¬ 
giifh dependents, but that made no 
alteration in his engagements with 
their principals he defired that any 
of his people might be named, who 
were fufpefted of having created dif¬ 
ferences between him and the En¬ 
giifh, and declared, if they were found 
guilty, he would put them to death j 
at the lame time, he fpoke very warm¬ 
ly of the a£ts of violence committed 
on his fervants by Mr. Ellis. 

The Nabob’s anfwer to the demand C, 3. 
of twenty lacks. 

, The Nabob was well acquainted C, 3, f* 
with the power of the board, and the 
constitution of the Company’s govern¬ 
ment in India. 

Arrival of the Company’s general 
letter to Bengal, dated 19th June, 61. 
Containing, 

Expreihons of the higheft fatisfac- D. 3, 
tion, “ In this happy event.” Speak¬ 
ing of the revolution in 1760. 

Another letter arrived of a fubfir- D,3,a. 
quent date, 30th of Sept. 1761, in 
which they fpealc of the rneafures 
taken as unavoidable. 

Difputes ftill continue between the F, 3. 
Nabob and Mr. Ellis—ill efFeds re- 
fultfng from them—endeavours to pre¬ 
vent 
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CONTENTS. 


1762. 

July. 


G, 3. 


vent them. — A principal matter of Letter of 
contention is, reference. 

The private trade. 

\\ hieh is the inland trade, carried 
on by private perfons, ort their own 
credit and bottom, in commodities 
produced in the country, and again 
fold in the fatnr country.—The Eaft 
India Company* a collective body of 
foreign merchants incorporated—pro¬ 
cure from the Mogul at a great 
price, by their agents, a freedom from A* 
duties (except ar the port of Surat) 
for all goods belonging to the col- 
le&ive body. 

They did not lay out the money of 
the community for the benefit of 
private merchants, but for the benefit 
of the Company, 

•The private trade confiits of goods 
not fit for exportation, but which are R, 3* 
again fold in the country > or it con- 
fifts of articles which are funds appro- 
priatttd, and paid into the exchequer 
of the country government. 

The Company never impowered 
their fervants to deal in this trade, 
though they fometime' over-looked it, 
unlefs when attended with incon- 
veniencies to themfdves j upon fnch A, 4. 
occafions, from time to time they 
iflued orders forbidding it. 

As the Company never dealt in 
thefe branches of commerce for them- 
felves, their duftuck was never grant¬ 
ed to pafs them free of duties, nor of Q * 
courfe could it with juliice be given 5 J ^ 
and when their fervants or agents 
dealt in this trade, they did not deal 
*5 agents of the Company, but as 
private merchants mniWing their 
own concerns* D, 4, s. 

If 
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Tear. If the Company’s dujluck did not go Letter of 
with fuch goods, oi consequence the reference, 
goods were liable to all duties ufually 
1762% paid by private traders, o, the natives 
themfelves. 

J u v* It never could be intended by the J 9 3. 
Mogul King, that private foreign mer¬ 
chants fhould be up m a better footing 
than private native merchants. 

If any fet of private foreign mer¬ 
chants could deal in all goods produ¬ 
ced in the country, and fold in any 
part of the lame country, free from 


all duties (while at the fame time all H, 3« 
duties were paid by the natives) the 
foreigners niitft in confluence keep 
the whole trade to thernfelyes, and 
the government of the country mutt 
alfo iole the whole of the duties. 

Or if the d uftucks were forged, or 
if they were bartered or fold to the H, 3, a* 
natives, the fame lofs of all duties 
would be felt by the government. 

By the trade in goods imparted or 
exported , the country government are 
gamers, and lb is the Company 
by the private inland trade carried on 
by foreigners, the country govern- L, 3, a* 
ment are in every inft iince lofers,. and 
the Englifli Company can get nothing 
by it. 

This trade, unlcfs it be quite a- 
bolifhed, or wifely regulated, muftbe 
the faurco of continual difputes. 

It never can be fettled, unlefs the 
boundaries of the Company’s jurif- 
diftion, and the country government’s G,3,L, 
authority;, be fixed. D> 4, 

If the Company could fet up a title 
to, and could actually take pofieluon 
of the whole province of Bengal, they 
could not garnfon or protect it. 


If 
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Year. If they do not take pofleflion of the Letter of 
whole province, and the government reference* 
, cannot have the fruits of its duties 
1 7 trz * and revenues, there will hill be per- K, 3. 

I i petual fources of difpute. G, 3; 

*' U y* Nor can any Mtgul or Nabob , or 
the iubjedts of either, be contented 
with the residence of fuch guefts ; and 
the whole continent, for their own 
infcerefts, will be ready to join againft 
them. 

March Debates upon the fubje# of trade B,3.11,3, 
to —the nature and extent of it—the * (a). 

June power of our factors (gbmaftahs) and 
their right of ufing force in their own 
concerns, with matters of a fimilar F, 3, to 
kind, are inferred at large. F, 5. 

Variety of opinions—agreement in 
one, that redrefs was greatly wanted* 
for. 

Private favors (gomaftahs) fet 
thcmfelves up for judges of caufes, 
particularly where their own interefts 
were concerned, or that of their 
matters ; beating and binding officers Q. o 
of confiderable ttation in. the country * * 

25 May government—foldiers and Seapoys at¬ 
tending their orders they forcibly j t ~ 
took away goods, they dealt in ail ^ ^ 
merchandize, fixed their own prices, 

1 INov. extorted payment, hoifted Englifh M, 3. to 
colours, forged partes, would give no M 7 % h„ 
account of thcmfelves Chops were 7 ^ 
fhut up — villages abandoned ™ and 
nothing was heard of but outcries on 
the one hand, againft the tyranny and R ^ 
oppreflions of the Englilh and their 
gomaftahs ; and on the other, againft 
the infolence and encroachments of 
June the Nabob and his officers., 

The Nabob came to Monghecr ~ 

Mr. Haftings returned to Calcutta. 


Dan« 
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Year. 

1762. 

20 OcL 

9 Nov. 
15 Nov. 

30 Nov. 


15 Dec. 


C G N T E N T S. 

Dangerous illnefo of the governor Letter of 
for two months — during this time reference, 
grievances were encreaied, and a 
great number of complaints made. 

It is agreed* that the governor, at¬ 
tended by Mr. Ha flings, fliould pay a 
vifit to the Nabob, and regulate af¬ 
fairs with him. 

They fee out from Calcutta, and 
arrived the 3d of November at Moor- 
ihedabad. 

Letter from the Governor to the N, 3, 
Council. 

The board having received accounts P ? 3, 
of duties on private inland trade, fend 
them to the governor, Ci That they 
*« may be of fervice to hinu in finally 
« fettling thefi matters upon a folid 

plan,” 

Accordingly, on his arrival at Mon- 
gheer (the 30th) he had frequent 
converfation with the Nabob, and 
made inquiries of every kind, jointly R, 3, 
with Mr. Ha flings, that he might, 
before his return, fettle matters finally 
upon a folid plan. 

The joint letter of the Prefidcnt R, 3. 
and Mr. Haftings to the board, con¬ 
taining the plan of the regulations to 
prevent the many complaints, and the 
abates of the private trade—this plan S, 3. 
correlponds, in a great meafure, with 
that of the 18th of May, 1762. 3, 

The articles of the intended agree¬ 
ment. 

I. For the Company’s imports and 
exports, the Company’s duiluck fpafs) 
fhall be granted — refpedt to be paid S, 3, 

tO iU 

IL For the private trade, the pafs 
of the government fhall be given. 

III. 


3 °,. 

CON T E N T S< 


Year* III. At the time of taking out the Letter of 
IxTSJ laft-mentioned pafs, the duties {hall reference, 
be paid according to the rates which 
jfhall be annexed to this agreement. 

Deccm. IV. The duties (hall be paid once 
for all , fo that there {halt be no de¬ 
lays on the road, or at the place of 
fale* 

V. If any frauds (hall be commit¬ 
ted, notice {hail be immediately fent 
to the neareft Englilh fa&ory, and to 
the neareft officer of the -government. 

VI. If any per (bn attempts to pafs 
goods, without a duftuck for inland 
trade—feifurc—and notice be given 
to the neared Englifh fa&ory, and to 
the officer of the government. 

VII. Goods without a dufluck at¬ 
tempted to be clandeftinely pafted in 
company with boats or goods having 
a duftuck.-— 

VIII. T he gom a (Iah $ (fa&ors} i n 
every place, fhall carry on their tr,iri« 
freely, and as merchants.*—In cafe of 
any aifpute on either fide, application 
ihail he made to the officer of the 
government, and juftice Ihail be done. 

IX. If the gomaftab thinks hirnfelf 
aggrieved, he (hall complain to his 
principal, and his principal, according 
to cuftoifl, fhall appeal to the preji 
ekiuy, and redrefs fhall be obtained. 

The rates (mentioned in article III.) 
were fixed at jnne per cent, which was 
lefs than had been paid by the Bn- 
glifh themfelves at Luckypoor, in 
their private trade, as appears from P y a* 
the extra& of the letter fent by the 
board to the Prefident, when they gave 
him diregions finally to fettle thefe 
matters upon a folid plan, (the 15th 
of November, 62, P, 3.) and it was 

much 
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26 Dec. 


Jan. 


1. 
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much lefs than was uiually paid by Letter of 
other merchants m their private trade; reference, 
befides that, the inconvenience was 
avoided of making a diverfity of pay¬ 
ments, which other merchants were 
fubjed to. The PrefuJent, therefore, 
thought he was doing a great fervice 
to the Englith merchants, by efta- 
biifiiing a right to a trade, which had 
always before been difputed, and he 
Jcnew that the profits on that trade 
would bear fuch a charge, without the 
leal! caufe of complaint. The Na¬ 
bob having fet on foot an expedition 
agajnft Betea and Napaul, which he 
intended to command in perfon, 
waited only the Proficients taking leave 
of him, to fet out. In order therefore 
to bring the buftnefs to a conclufion, 
he fummed up all his complaints and 
proposals in a letter, the 26th of Dec. S, 3. 
and the Prefident immediately wrote 
him an anfwer, affuring him, that the 
regulations agreed on fliould be efta- 
blilhed, and that orders l'hould be 
J’ent in confluence, to all the fubor- 
dinate fadories. At the fame time, 
the PrdHent defiied, that the Nabob 
would give him orders to all his ot5- 
cers, direding them to ad in confor¬ 
mity to thefe regulations, which or¬ 
ders fhould be forwarded with the 
Prefident’s from Calcutta. An exad 
translation of the Nabob’s Letter, Compare 
Jy 3.*—An exad tranflation of the u , 
Governor’s anfwer, T, 3, a. " * ^ * 

The day after the delivery of this 
letter to the Nabob, the Prefident took 
his leave of him and proceeded to Pat* 
na % where he arrived the ;ft of Janu¬ 
ary ; there he conferred with Mr. El- 
and found that his animality to 

the 
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1763. 
7 Jan. 


5 Jan. 


m, 

C O N T E N T S. 

the Nabob had taken root too deep to Letter of 
f be moved* and faw but little hopes ofoe&rence* 
the poffibllity of a reconciliation, 

He flayed five days at Patna, dur¬ 
ing which time the Nabob's Deputy 
laid before him fotne complaints, and 
requefted his directions to prevent dif- 
putes in future. The Piefident fettled 
molt of thefe points with Mr. Ellis*— 

What they principally differed about 
was. The Burbunna gate of the ci¬ 
ty, and the gunge dr market. The 
Burbunna gate was a final I wicket in 
the north-weft quarter of the city of 
.Patna. ' The gunge was a market fet u » 3 * 
up without any right, grant, or order, 
cither from the Company, or the Na¬ 
bob, an authority fuch as no private 
perfons can he allowed j and it proved 
a continual caufe of conteft with the 
country government for the advantage 
of particulars. 

14 Jan. The Preftdent arrived at Cofiimba- W, 3. 
zar in his way to Calcutta—On the 
road he received a letter from the 
Council, dated 27th of December, be¬ 
ing an anfwer to his own, and Mr. 

Haftings's joint letter of the 15th of 
December. If that letter could have 
been fortunately received in time, yet 
the propofal there-mentioned, of leav¬ 
ing Mr. Haftings with the Nabob, 
could have been ol no ufe, as the Nabob 
at that time would have been fetting 
out on the expedition againfl the king¬ 
dom of Napal. The Nabob's whole 
military force at this period of time 
was fixteen thoufand horfe, and three 
battalions of Seapoys : at the time ol 
his acceflion to the lubafhip, his army, 
as it flood on the books of the govern¬ 
ment, 


3 
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* 5 Jan. 


16 Jan. 

s8 Jan, 
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was upwards of ninety thousand Lett* •. of 
fUCDi * reference * 

Governor’s letter to the Council- - 
Mahomed Aly—~high duties paid by 3 ' 
tin Patna and others of the country 
merchants, * 

The Prdiclcnt fet out in hafts the 
i6ih of January from Coffimh:.*.zar* 
upon the nvws of the French fliips in 
Ballafore road, and arrived in Cal¬ 
cutta the j 8th. 

Ijj the ttmti time, the Nabob had 
b&ftiiy dhpatebed copies of the Prt-fi.- 
ckn;T Fetter, into all parts of the 
country, with general orders for then 
obfcrvance^ without waiting for the 
Preftdenpj*.arrival at. Calcutta, .fiom » 
whence ir bail been agreed the Na¬ 
bob 1 ? Letter.'.> by him delivered to the 
Prefident, &ou!d have bet n forward¬ 
ed together with ciicukr letters from 
the .Board to the ij dlories. One of 
tbefe copies being delivered by the 
Nabob's officer at: Da^ca, to the chief 
of the Faftoxy there, was by him im- A, 4. 

fent to the hoard, with the 
addition of a letter filled with aggra¬ 
vated complaints of the encroach- Y, j, 
merits upon what was called, our pri¬ 
vileges. The Prcfi dent's letter, which D, 4 , a. 
contained the regulations, was tr;. nf- 
1 sited into Englilh vith a pedantic 13, 4 , 
fingularit} of ftiltf* and an affected 
exaggeration of fuch pailages, as were 
called by the Board, an attack upon 
their rights. Major C*nmc was de- 
fired to affifts at the Board, that he / 
mighe contrihute h : s ccnfure upon the 
Presidents regulations; and a refo- Q s ^ 2 , 
lution was taken to call down ail the 
members of the Board, from the fub* 
ordinate factories to the Prefidencv’. 

«.. Copy 
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Year. Cony of a letter from Mr, Cartier Letter of 
t0 Council, (9th of January) ex- reference. 

176 ?- Paining the intention of his letter to '**« m >r m ** 

/L the Nabob's collector at Dacca*, ^* 3 * 

January, which the Rreiidem had mentioned to 
the Council, Dec. 15., (Q, 3-) with 
a defire that they ffiauld prevent the 
ill conleqtitnces 'that would refult 
from fuch liberties, affumed by pri¬ 
vate perfons, to threaten the Nabob's 
officer; with the <-ffe< 3 s of the Englifh 
power ; die Company having expreiiy 
forbid letters to be written to the 
country government by any perlon 
excepting the President, or with his 
approbation ; and the Company’s de¬ 
sign is to keep up the authority of 
their own government. 

Relative to the fame fubjedf, from Z, 3* 
MefT. Hay and Johnftonc. 

Copy of the Governor’s minute. 

1 Feb.. In which he anfwers the objections D*4> a, 
to the regulations, and takes little 
notice of the indecent invedfives a- 
gainlt himfelf. 

Feb. Though the Prefident had reafon to 
be offended at the Nabob’s hafte and 
want of thought, and at the ill« 
judged power which he had fo Sudden¬ 
ly put into the hands of his officers 
before the Frefident’s arrival in Cal¬ 
cutta, to fend circular letters from 
the Board ; yet he ufed every argu¬ 
ment,.-in all his letters to the Nabob, 
that might remove the alaim given 
him by the extraordinary appearances 
in Calcutta, and to perfuade him to 
avoid furnifhing, by any ad! of refent- 
inent, an occaiion lor open hoflilities 
again ft him. Unhappily, the jea- 
loufies had arifen to lb great a height, 
that fucti palliatives had no longer 
» their 
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Year, their effe&, and from this period, the Letter of 
mJ Prefident had not only to contend reference, 
with the violence of the gentlemen 
; 7 ^ 3 * who had now the rule of our affairs, 
p * but the unconquerable diftruft of the 
Nabob. 

Accordingly the remaining extras 
from the confutations* will fhew the 
flops by which the breach was widen¬ 
ed* and a daily increafe of authority 
thrown into the hands of the fubordi- 
nate factories ; until at length Mr. 

Ellis thought himfmf at liberty to be¬ 
gin the war, by the attack of the city q ^ 
of Patna, which was furprifed and * 
taken,without refinance,by our troops 
fin the night of the 24th of June, 

176%) ami, by the diferderlv beha¬ 
viour of the troop engaged in the 
plunder of the place, was retaken by 
a fniall detachment of the Nabob's 
people the next morning. 

In the mean time our fubordinate g ^ 
fa&ories had daily opportunity of 
making frelh complaints to the Board, 
of the interruptions of their bufinefs, 
which was always done with fuch ex¬ 
aggerations, as ferved to increafe the 
flame. 

It was pretended, that our weavers C, 6. 
could not be prote&ed, becaufe the 
Prefident had forbid protecting the 
dependents of the country government. 

The dependents of the country govern¬ 
ment ^ are plainly thofc who hold offi ¬ 
ces, trulls, or rents under the govern¬ 
ment, and there is an eftabl tfhed di- 
flindtion between than and the xoea- 
mrsy who are regarded as dependents 
of the merchants that employ them ; A* 
and this is a diftinction well known 


to 
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Year to aiil but thole, who through palHon Letter of 
s/Vv will not know it. reference, 

> Aa the officers of the country go-* 
r /^ 3 » vernmenfe began now to take advan- ^ a ' 
Feb. tage of our diflentions, and the Board 
had reiolved not to confirm the regu¬ 
lation} prepofed in the Governor's letter^ 
he wrote to the Nabob* that other ^ 
regulation would foon be made by the 1 
Council, and clefired he would feud 
orders to his officefb* to reft rain them 
from exerelii/ig any a £ 4 $ of violence 
or injuliice, towards the Englilh 
agents and gomaftahs. 

<5 Feb. Mr. A my act’s minute* ami the an- 
fwer to it. 

The general Council aflembled the 
15th of February/. It con lifted of the 
following member;*, the Prefidenf., 

Mr. Amyait, Mr, Batibu (chief of 
Coflimbazar) Mr. Billers (chief of 
Luckypoor) Mr. Cartier (chief or 
Dacca) Mr. Haft in gs, Mr.. Jahtiftane 
(chief of Burdwunj Mr, Hay, Mr. 

Marriott, and Mr. Watts. Their 
hu finds, or at 1 'eaft their firft bufmefs, D, 4. 
was to fettle a plan for carrying on 
thoir private trade : the Council wat 
opened by a motion from Mr. Amy- 
att, that Major Carnac ihowld be fum - 
maned to fit as a member of this 
Council. The Major was, by the 
Company’s appointment, to be a mem¬ 
ber of the Beard, when military af- C, 4, 
foil'? only were under debate ; the Prdi- 
dent dilfcrited from this motion, and 
fo did Mr. Hafiings, and Mr. Warts 
-—but when it was determined that 
Major Carnac ftiould fit as a member 
of the Board; the Prefident moved, 
that Major Adams fihouid fit alfo, as a 
it was cuifornary upon all occafions 

ta 
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Year. 

iXTsj 

X763. 

15 Feb. 


XOV»l 

to fummon bnih^ when it was need*- Letter of 
far y to fummon either and the Prefi- reference 
dent thought that Major Adams., from ‘‘^-sr**** 
his good temper, his mild and unam* * 

bitious difpofition, and his coolnefo 
in debate, would at leaft contribute, 
upon ali occalions, as good affiftances 
to the confutations of the Board, as 
anv other military officer whatever. 

Mr. Amyatt’s Minute and the AnfWer. q jj 
T hePrefulent continues .to try every. ' 5 

means of preventing the dangerous 
consequences he apprehended to the 
Company’s affairs from violent mea- 
fures——He therefore avoided every F,4,G,4. 


(si, 


word that could inflame 

He hoped, that the Nabob might 
be induced to confent to, and rather 
fubjeS his government to feme Ioffes 
and inconvenicncies, than engage in 2 
war, to his inevitable 7 uin and the Com¬ 
pany's great detriment. 

He therefore gives up, as far as 
poflihk, his own opinion to tlv: Board- 

Major Carnac claims the command 
of the detachment ftationed at Patna \ 
which he had quitted by an order of 
the Board the 6th of June. 

The gunge or market, mentioned 
itithe letter from the Chief and Coun¬ 
cil at Patna to the Board, is confidcr- 
ed in 

j8 Feb* The confutation (Feb. 18) together 
with, 

X The regulations fettled with the 
Nabob by the Pre fufen t. 

2. The Barbunna gale at Patna, 

3. The difpofitkm -of the troops 
and major Carnac’s letter. 

Confultation (Feb* 22) on the feme 
fubjedt. 

Agreed, the feveral members of the 
c 3 Board 


H, 4. 


1,4. 

1,4. 

F,2.0,2. 

K, 4. 


L, 4. 





Year. 

•1763. 

1 Mar. 


35 

CONTENTS. 

Board ibcvuld prepare their opinions in Letter of 

reference. 
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7 Mar. 


M, 


N> 4* 


writing, —Compare March 1. 

Refolved, that wc have a right to 
trade in fait, betel-nut, and every 
other article of inland trade duty fret, 
and with the Company’s duftuck, e- 
qually with the foreign trade. 

Agreed, at the fame time, that 
fomething fhould be paid to the Na¬ 
bob, in conformity to the ufual prac¬ 
tice, not as the Nabob’s right, but as 
an indulgence to him from the Board, 
Therefore there fhalJ. be paid on fait, 
two and a half per cent. 

The Nabob returned from theNa* 
pal expedition, where he had been de¬ 
feated *, his letters fa?.d and 26th of 
Feb.; 

The Prefident’s letter to the Nabob, 
explaining the resolutions of the Board, ]sf, ^ a. 
written in the ufual form of the coun¬ 
try corrcfpondence without expref- 
iing on the face of it. any diflents 
there might have been in Council. 

It is moved, that the letter (hould 
be written to him by the Board, that 
the Nabob might be informed, that all 
power belonged to them ; but this 
was over-ruled, upon proof that he 
knew, and had a long while known, 
that all power did belong to the 
Board. 

Difputes were now come to fuch a 
height, that it was neceffary either to 
put an end to them by a peaceable 
negociation, or to declare an open 
war with the Nabob.-Mt was agreed, 
that one of the members of the Board 
fhould go on a deputation to the Na¬ 
bob. Mr. Amyatt offered himfelf 
for the fervice, which was una.ni- 
rnoufly accepted, and, at his own re- 

queft a 


N, 4, b. 
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Year, queft, Mr* Hay was afterwards join- Letter of 
ed with him in the fame commiffioru refer- nee. 

Letters from the Nabob (5th of 
5 March March 5763) in which he deferibes O, 4, a. 

the ftate of his country, and his ap- O, 4, b. 

preaching ruin. 

April. From Dacca advices arrived of a 
fray between the officers of the go- 
’vernment and a party of S^ipoys* that 
were fent to releafe feme boats that, 
had been flopped at Jaffier gunge, in 
which the brother of the Chokydar (Col- O, 4. 
lector of the cuftoms) was (lain or 
dangeroufly wounded. The fame day 
a letter came from the gentlemen at 
Patna with intelligence, that they had 
fent an officer with three companies 
of Seapoys to Afsw, to free the bu- 
fmefs of the Factory, and to feizc 
fome perfons who had given them in¬ 
terruptions. This the officer effefl:- 
ed, taking AfhburCawn, the Nabob*# 

Collector, prifoner, whom he carried 
to Patna, and left a guard of 12 Sea¬ 
poys at Taajepoor, to take cave of the 
Company 's fa!t-petre.—The Nabob 
incenfed at this attempt, made almoft 
before his eyes, in the firft impulfe of 
his paffion, fent out a party of 500 
horfe to intercept the Seapoys and rc- 
leafe his officer, but arriving too late 
for this fervice, they marc bed again# 
the fmall detachment at Taajepoor 
and attacked it. The Sermoys defend* 
ed them Wives with great bravery, but 
four of the number being killed, the 
reft fubmitted,and were carried prifon- 
ers before the Nabob, who contented 
himfelf with reprimanding the Go- 
mailah for being the iftflrument df 
fuch a;i iitfult on his dignity, and cf?f- 
c 4 miffed 


MINISr^ 




e G N T E N T S 

Year, miffed him*—The Nabob’s behaviour letter of 
this oecrtfion fhews how much inference, 
he was irritated, .and at the /$nr*c time '*****'/*■"•«*$ 
s 7 ® 3 * how careful he was., even upon the 
March greateft pro vocation, to avoid coming 
to extremities.—Mr. Ellis was credu¬ 
lous enough to believe upon this occa- 
lion,, that the Nabob was refolded to 
march from Pounorac, where he then 
lay encamped, and to attack the Fac¬ 
tory, as appears by the Patna letter 
{15th of March) —but rive Nabob pro- O, 4, e* 
■ceeded dke&Iy to M on ghee r, and put 
an end to thefe fuipicious of him. 

Day after day frefh difturbances P, 4, 
happened, which fcarcely need to be 
marked out particularly, as they are 
no more than might naturally be 
peSted, in a kingJam where there fub- 
lifled two ditFnifc govern meats., each 
iflbing out orders pft entipae « contra- 
didory, and each > cquking obedience. 

k maybe proper, however, to men¬ 
tion one occurence, as it was the fujb- 
jeft of great debate.in the Council.— 

In the Freedom's letter to the Board 
(S,3-) he mentions, that in the courfc 
of the conferences with the Nabob, 
upon the fubjeci of the duties the .Na¬ 
bob obierved, that if the Englifli Go- 
mkmviis were permkttd to trade in ail 
parts and all com modules cutf am free, 
his cuftoms would be of fo hide value 
to him, that it would be much more 
for his intereft to ia\ trade entirely o- 
pen ; and colledf no cuilocns uponany 
kind of merchandize ; which would 
draw a number of merchants into his 
country; and -it the feme time c * it 
c< would effectually, he added, cut 
0 off the principal fubjeft of the dif- 

4< putes 
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Year* 

l/Vv 

1763. 

28 Mar. 
30 Mar. 


28 Mar. 


14 Apr, 

18 Apr. 

20 Apr. 
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<c pules which had djfturhed the good Letter of 
<c underftandiiighetwcen us,”**~This reference, 
de%n he now actually put into execu- 
tion. 

A perfonal afperlion and the anfwer, Q, 4, 

Two letters from the Nabob, com- Q, 4, a. 
plaining of the injuries done him by R, 4. 
the Board, and the ixifuks io which 
he was daily exnofed, in vary warm 
and exprdfive terms* 

Skirrnifh ncarGyah—- Patna letter 23d R 4 a e 
of March. 

Confutation April r, 1763, 

Obfemtions on the Nabob’s let¬ 
ters. T, 4* 

Agreed, that Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay, fhould proceed as far as Coffim- 
bazar. 

Inflrudlions to Mcff. Amyatt and U, 4. 
Hay, 

Infoknt letter of Mahomed Aly, to V7 4. 
Syed-Cawn. 

Report that the Nabob bad ordered 
all the mulberry-trees, and cotton- 
ihrubs to be de.ftroy.ed — it gains cre¬ 
dit for feme time, W, 4, a. 

Plan for the operations of the war. X, 4, 

Propofed, that Mr, Ellis, and the 
gentlemen of Patna, fkould begin the 
war upon the bare appearance of hof- 
tile intention in the Nabob. 

Letter received from Mr. Ellis and Y* 4. 
his council—their Contempt of tho 
Nabob and his forces.. 

Perfonal afperfion and reply, Z, 4. 

MefL Amyatt and Hay proceed on'A, 5, 
/their deputation. 

Nabobs letter, 2d of April. 

Confutation, 20th of April, 63. 

Copy of a letter from the Nabob to C, 5* 
the Eaft India Company, dated the 
2 iR. of April. 


From 


q< 

C O N T t N T S. 

Year* From the good fenic and temper Letter of 
apparent in this letter, the PrefkJent reference, 
i 763* began to flatter birnfdf with the hopes 
of a reconciliation, especially as the 
Nabob had always profefled a favour¬ 
able opinion of Mr. Amyattj and as, 
by this time, the report of our forces 
being on the march, rriuft have loft 
its credit with the Nabob, and his ob- 
jedlons to the vifit muft vanifh of 
courfe. The Prefident, therefore, 
did all he could to improve the fa¬ 
vourable opportunity—but it was 
now too late, 

<9 May Letter front the Chief and Council D, 5. 
at Patna, who are offended at the 
orders of the Board—that they do not 
give iufficient credit to their intdli- 0,4, e, 
gence, which was oftentimes mifta- 
ken. 

2 Mav Letter from the Nabob to the Go- E, 5, 
ver nor, relative to the Bankers. 

Seizure of Mahomed Aly—he is O, 
fent prifoner to Calcutta. / £,5, 

18 May Copy of a letter from Mcflrs. Amy- 
att and Hay. 

Some boats laden with arms for 
cur troops at Patna, flopped by the 
Nabob's people at Monghecr. ‘ G, 5, 
i he firft advice of this affair was 
in a letter from MeiTrs, Amyatt and 
Hay fa6th of May) ivhich inclofed 
the Nabob’s reply to the demands of I, 5. 
the Board ; and was confirmed by their H, 5. * 
letters of the 29th and 3 Aft of che fame 
month. 

Detention of the boats—cypher to K, 5. 
cany on correfpondencc in cafe of a 
rupture. 

Letters from the Nabob, with com¬ 
plaints L,5* & c . 


General 


Yea»r. General Council—it* resolutions— Letter of 

V^W* The Governor being ill, fends his o- reference 
176^. pinion to the Board. 

On the j 3th^ letter from Meflrs. 5 * 
Arnyatt and Hay., advifing, that the * > 5 * 
arms were ftill detained. 5. 

Mr- Ellis orders the troops to hold R, 5# 
themfelves in readinefs to march to 
Patna the 5th and 6th of June. 
j8 June ConJukation of the 18th of June* 

— Difpofition for the march of the 
troops. 

It was now judged neceffary to 
come to fome certain refolution with 
reipcel to the government of the coun¬ 
try, fuppofing the removal of Meer 
Coffim from the Subadarv Ihould be the 
iflue of the war—and for reimbursing 
to the Company the ex peaces of it; 
and to private merchants, the Ioffes 
which they may fuftain by the ra¬ 
vages of the country ; fee the U, 5. 

,ao June Conful Cation 20th of June. 

14 June Letter from Meflrs* Arnyatt and 
Hay (14th of June} they fiend a du¬ 
plicate of the cypher—a note in cy¬ 
pher. 

The next letter a fhort glitnpfe of 
hope (191/1 of June.) X, 5. 

The Nabob confsnts to releaie the 
boats with arms immediately, and A, 6. 
will treat ? without perfifting in hi^ 
preliminary demand of removing the 
troops from Patna—-The boats releaf- 
22 June ed 2?d of June. A, 6, a. 

On the 2d of July orders given for 
the army to march—report that Mr. 

Arnyatt was fet out for Pama, and 
that Mr. Ellis had attacked and taken 
that city* B, 6, 
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Year. The Nabob Mecr Jaifier proclaim- Letter of 
ed the 7th of July 1 763. reference. 

Whilft the Board were fitting, a 
^ 7 ° 3 - letter arrived from Mcer Coiftm, and E, 6. 
July, confirmed, what had been for feme £ 6 a* 
days apprehended, the news of the ? 
defeat of our detachment at Patna,— 

The ehy had been furpnied, and 
taken without refiftanoe by our troops, 
in the night of the 24th of June 5 and, 
by the disorderly behaviour of the 
troop# engaged in the plunder of the 
place, was retaken by a final! party 
of the Nabob's people the next morn¬ 
ing ; after which k>f$ die feattered re¬ 
nal ns of the army' retired acrofs the 
river, and were then all .deftroyed or 
taken prifoners. / 

This was followed by a note from £ g a 
the gentlemen 'of Coffimbazar, dated > * 

the night of the 4th of July, with 
intelligence, that their Fadlory was 
furrounded by a numerous force. 

The Proficient, that there might 
appear to be no diffenfions to impede 
the vigorous profccution of the war, 

COtlfents to fign the proclamation. p 
Cojnfultation, 6th of July, 17 63. p* ^ 
Article*. the Nabob Meer Jaffier H6.G *6. 
fhould agree to. 

On the 1 nh the treaty was con- & 
eluded. 

Demands made on the part of the t a 
N abob Jafficr. ’ * 

“ By the fuperior courage and dif- 
cc cipfine of our troops, and the ad- 
** fwrable conduft and activity of 
44 Major Adams, their commander, 

** the war was brought to a conch* - 
44 fion by the expulfion of Mcer 
44 Cofiim beyond the Carruninaffa, in 


44 little 


mtsTfy 



* 7 6 3 - 


oa. 


Sept. 
17 Sept. 


Oft. 5 ? 
and 7. 


LV 
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little more than five months from Letter >f 
its commencement, with incon- referer.ee, 
44 ficlerable lofs, except that of the '■'''YN.j 
44 unhappy prisoners, who fell into 
44 Meer Coffim’s hands at the begin- 
44 ing of the troubles, and were in- 
44 humanly maflacred by his orders, 

44 on the 5th of October/* M, 6. 

4,1 The fir ft intimation of filch a tle- 
u ftgn was received in a letter from 
44 Meer Coffim to Major Adams, a 
44 few days after the attack of the in- 
44 trench taints at Oodwa .Nulla. 
u An exaft tranflation ofit. Dated 
44 the Cjth of Sept> 1763*” 

Letter from the Prefiden.it to Coflmi 
Aly Cawn, dated the 7th of Sept. 

Letter from Major Achims, dated 
the 14th of Sept. 

Strange ftate of mind of' Coffin; 

Aly—with affeverations and oaths be 
denies he had any hand in the death 
of Mr* Amyatt who was killed on his 
return to Calcutta, and that it hap¬ 
pened by miftake, without his order $ 

-laments it, and apologizes for it $ 

amt at the fame time feems quite in- 
fenfible of having done amift, in the 
orders given for the maffacre of the 
Engfifh pi tfoners that remained in his 
power. 

Letters that might tend to deter- 
* mine the queftion, how far there had p 
been a concerted dsjign fn any members 
of the Council, to difpofLfs the Na- Q, ^ 
bob Coifim of the fubahfhip, and to 
procure the King’s (Moguls/ nomC 
nation of another perfon in his place f 

Extradt of a letter from Mr. George 

Gray', 


<SL 


N, 6. 
N,6, &. 

M, 6. 

N, 6, b. 
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Year., Gray, Refulent at .’Maulda, to the Letter of 
Governor (dated the 7th of January reference 
1764. 1764.). ' 

7 Jan. Letter the 23d of March 1764, S. 6, 

5.3 Mar. from Mr. Senior. 

Extract from a paper of representa¬ 
tions, delivered by the Nabob jaffier 
Aly Cawn to Major Adams, to be S, 6, a, 
laid before the Board—-All of them 
complaining of the tyranny and op- 
preBicms of the EngUth Gomaftahs in 
carrying on their trade. S, 6, b« 

As foon as the war with Meer 
Coffim was ended, and the Nabob 
Mcer Jaffier was in full pofleffion of 
his government, the Prefident thought 
himfelr at liberty to return to Eng¬ 
land 3 which he had before declared 
his refolution of doing, when there np^ ft, 
fhould be no longer any public call 
upon him for hit: flay. He accord¬ 
ingly acquainted the Board with his 
intention, in a letter <9 Dec. 1763. 

'The anfwer of the Council, una- 
nimoufly requefting the Prefident to T,6,* 
itay another leafon, to <c prevent the 
<c country and the Company’s trade 
<c from being again expoffcd to the ^ 

hazard and defolation of war. 1 ' 


N. B. The Publlfher of the following Authentic 
Papers has been advifed to give a chronological connec¬ 
tion of dates and fadts, which he hopes may be of ufe 
to the reader in underflanding them. r J 'he greatest care 
has been taken to print them correftly. If any literal 
miftakc of the prefs is difeovered, the candid reader will 
pardon its At the end of page 264, at the clofe of this 
Volume, in fome part of the Impreffion, the word/'fw/jj 
is placed inflead of the End of V ?/. I 
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ORIGINAL PAPERS 

Relative to the 

Disturbances in BENGAL. 


A— ‘Tranjlation of a Copy of the Piiirmaun. 

F’&3&3fcs£]*‘ O all governors, officers, and ma- 
y*v*v M nagers of oar affairs, Jagheerdars, 
y X v *1 Fougedars, Karnries, Rahdars, Gu- 
jgj zerbauns, and Zemindars of the 

kKHH pr ' r,: " t and r ti “ “ c0 '"f’ ” th ^ 

provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orixa, Port of Hougly, and other Ports of the 
aforefaid provinces, who hope for our royal 
favour. 

Be it known unto you all, that in thefe days of 
our'triumphant reign, Mr. John Surman and 
Kauja Sirhud, agents on the part of the Englifh 
Company, have preferred a petition, in our juft 
and equitable pretence, to the following purpofe : 
that, in confequence of a decree of his mod lacred 
niajelly Shah—deccafed, and former grants, the 
Englifh Company are exempted from cuftoms in 

B aJ 
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all parts of our dominions, except the port of 
Surat, and pay annually, into our royal treafury, 
at the port of Iiougiy, three thoufand rupees, as 
a tribute, in lieu of cuftoms 5 and they hope that, 
according to former grants, our royal Phirmaun 
will be vouchfafed to them. 

Our abfoluce and high command is. palled, that 
you well knowing, that whatever goods and mer¬ 
chandize their agents may bring into or carry out 
from the ports, borders and quarters of thefe pro* 
vinces, either by land or water, are exempt from 
duties, fhall leave them to buy and fell at their own 
free liberty, fhall annually receive the eftablifhed 
tribute of three thoufand rupees, and on no other 
account whatever impede or interrupt them. More¬ 
over, 

If any where any of their effects fhall be made 
away with, you are to ufe all diligence in the re¬ 
covery thereof, and fhall punifh the thieves, and 
deliver over the goods to the proper owner. Fur¬ 
ther, wherefoever they may fee up a fadtory, and 
buy and fell goods and merchandize, you are to 
afford them help and fupport in their juft concerns, 
and with juftice and fairnefs caufe to be repaid un¬ 
to their agents, whatever juft demand they may 
have upon any merchant, weaver,'or other per- 
lon, and you are to allow no one to moieft their 
agents, nor fhall you flop for cuftoms, &c„ boats 
hired by them, 01 of their own property. 

r> — Tr(inflation of the ‘treaty executed by 
Meer Jaffier. 

W^ r art!c5es were agreed upon in 
V V the time of peace with the Nabob 
Serajah Doula, I agree to comply with. 

1 1 . The enemies of the Englifh are my enemies, 
whether they be Indians or Europeans. 


III. All 


i 


1 
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III. All the effe&s and fa&ories, belonging to 
the French in the provinces of Bengal, .Bahar, 
and Orifla, lhall remain in poffeflion of the En¬ 
glifh,, nor will I ever allow them any mare to 
iettle in the three provinces. 

IV. In confideration of the lofles, which the 
Englifh Company have fuftaintd by the plunder 
and capture of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the 
charges occafioned by the maintenance of their 
officers, I will give then a crore of rupees. 

V. For the eli’eds plundered from the Englifh 
inhabitants of Calcutta, I agree to give fifty lack 
of rupees. 

VI. For the effe&s plundered from the Gen- 
toos, Mufielmen, and other fubjeds of Calcutta, 
twenty lack of rupees fhall be given. 

VII. For the effe&s plundered from the Arme¬ 
nian inhabitants of Calcutta, I will give the futll 
of feven lack of rupees. The diftribution of the 
lums allotted the natives, Englifh inhabitants, 
Gentoos, and Mufielmen, lhall be left to the Ad¬ 
miral, and Colonel Clive, and the reft of the 
Council, to be difpofed of by them to whom they 
think proper. 

VIII. Within the ditch, which furrounds the 
borders of Calcutta, are tra&s of land belonging 
to feveral Zemtnders, befules this, 1 will grant 
the Englifh Company fix hundred yards, without 
the ditch. 

IX. All the land lying to the fouch of Calcut¬ 
ta, as far as Colpee, fhalf be under the Zemin- 
d.rree of the Englifh Company, and all the offi¬ 
cers oi thofe parts lhall oe under their jurisdic¬ 
tion, the revenues to be paid by them (the Com¬ 
pany) in the fame manner with other Zeminders. 

X. Whenever I demand the Englifh afiiflance, 
1 will beat the charge of the maintenance of their 
troops. 


E z 


XI. I 
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XI. I will not ered any new fortifications below 
Hougly near the river Ganges. 


XII. As foon as I am eftabliihed in the govern¬ 
ment of the three provinces, the afore (aid futns 
fhall be faithfully paid. 

Dated 15 Ramazan in the fourth year of the 
king’s reign. 

C — Extra£l of a Letter from Mr. Scrafton 
at Moradbaug to P. R. Fearkes, Efq; and 
the Council at Dacca, without Date , but 
wrote between the fourteenth and twenty-firjl 

§T J ul y J 75 8 - ■ 

Gentlemen, 

I Acquainted you by exprels Pulwar of the com¬ 
plaints made to me by the Nabob’s Meer 
Munfhee of your oppofing Nehirnodee, in pof- 
fefling himfelf of Ruflelpoor and Hydrapoor, for 
which he had received ample Perwanahs from 
the Nabob’s Divan. 

'There is likewiie a complaint lodged again ft an 
Englifli Gornaftah at Chilmarree, that he gives 
protedion to numbers of merchants who trade 
there, which has proved a lot’s to the. government 
of feventy thoufand rupees. Alfo, feveral com¬ 
plaints of under-protedion to the Zemindars, te¬ 
nants and others. My general anfw :r is, that I 
will write to the gentlemen at Dacca. 

1 perfuade myfelf, that molt of thele complaints 
are without grounds, and that you will do your 
utmoft to prevent the encroachment of your black 
fervants. 


Ca~Av, 
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Ca — Extrail of a Letter from Mr. Hailing?. 
at Moradbaug to W. B. Sumner, E/^; 
Chief at Dacca, dated about the thirtieth of 
January, 1759. 

I Have received a long letter from the Shah- 
zada, in which he complains, that you have 
begun to carry on a large trade in fait, and Betel- 
nut, and refute ro pay the duties on thofe arti¬ 
cles, which has likewife encouraged others to do 
the fame in your name; which practice, if conti¬ 
nued, will oblige him to throw up his poll of Shah- 
bunder Droga. In the affair of Mr. Chevalier’s 
fait you informed me, that you had paid the 
Shahbunder duties for that parcel ; the fame in¬ 
formation, I think, I received from Mr. W aller. 
I have, in another letter, acquainted you with the 
fame complaint from Shahzada. What other 
circumftances there may be in this affair, that 
might prove to give a different light into it from 
what 1 have conceived, from the particulars alrea¬ 
dy mentioned, I know not; but I mutt defire, 
that you will prevent thefe complaints from going 
before the Nabob. We have not, I believe, any 
right to trade in fait and betel-nut; at Ieaft^it 
was never (that I know of) (lipulated in our fa¬ 
vour with the Nabob, and with refpect to the fait 
trade, I myfelf know, that none of the Company’s 
fervants, not the colonel himfelf, has ever engaged 
in it without the Nabob’s Perwanah. 

Cb~- Lxtraft of another Letter from the fame 
to the fame. Dated Dec. 12, 1758. 

HE fecond complaint is, that an Englilh 
gentleman (Mr. Chevalier, l fuppofe) has 
carried a large'cargo of fait to Chilmaree, which 
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Muchulm from all the other traders in the fame 
article, by which they are not allowed to fell any 
fait till his fhall be all. difpofedof. 


Cc— Extra?} of another from the fame to the 
fame. Dated July 26, 1759. 


S I R, 

'ANY complaints have been laid before the 
_____ _Nabob againft Mr. Chevalier, who is ac¬ 

cused of having afted in a very violent and arbi¬ 
trary manner at.Chiimaree, and Coreegaum, by 
oppreding the merchants of thofe places in the 
monopoly of feveral commodities, particularly 
fak and tobacco, no one being allowed to buy or 
fell either of thofe articles but with his permiffion. 

I defire, that you will make the it rifted en¬ 
quiry into this, and take effectual care to prevent 
iuch complaints for the future. 

A tranflation of a letter to the Wadadar of the 
Pergunah, under the feal of Mr. Chevalier, in 
anfwer to the demand made by him, to know by 
what authority he came into thole parts, I fend 
you herewith, on which J ihail only make this 
remark, that the magiftrates and public officers 
of the government have an undoubted right to fee 
the Company’s Duftuck, having no other way to 
diftinguifh between the agents of the Company, 
and others ufurping the Englilh name, nor The 
Company any means befides to fecure their own 
priviledges. It cannot, therefore, but appear 
ftrange in any perfon employed by the Englifh, 
that .hey fhould make any difficulty to ffiew by 
what powers they are commitiioned •, unlefs they 
are confcious that they are guilty of praftices 
which ought to be concealed: at lead, fuch an 
abrupt behaviour cannot but tend to create an 

ill-will 
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ill-will agairxft the Englifb, and aggravate every 
complaint made againft them. 

P, S. I fend you a copy of the Wadadars let* 
ter. The circunfftance of the Tolingas being 
fent by Mr, Chevalier is only an aggravation, bur. 
the reft cannot be without foundation I mull in¬ 
fill: that you either put an entire flop to thofe com¬ 
plaints, or recall Mr, Chevalier, who, I am con¬ 
vinced, has not behaved in fo moderate, or prudent 
a manner as he ought. 

Cd — Copy of Mr. Chevalier’* Letter to 
Meer Atta Oolla, Wadadar oj the Pcrgu- 
nah of Baharbund. 

T HE letter, which you fent to my writer, I 
have received. You write, that if I belong 
to the Englilh, I muft have the Englifh Sunnud, 
and defire a copy of it to be fent to you. In anfwer, 
I afltjwho are you that I fhoukl lend you a copy of 
the Sunnud ? ft you want to be informed, who I 
am, and who fent me, fend a man to the Chief, 
who will anfwer you. If the people of your Per- 
gunah are guilty of any inlolence to mine, 1 Ihall 
chaftife them handfomely for it. Forbid your 
people, that they enter into no quarrels with mine , 
if they do without reafon, they fhall be punilhed y 
it my people behave ill to your’s, do you write 
me word of it, and I will punih them. 

Ce— ExtraB of another Letter from A/r.Ha- 
ftings to Mr. Sumner. Dated 8 Dec. 1758, 

I Heartily congratulate you on your appointment 
„ to the chiefi'hip of Dacca, and wifh you all de- 
iireable fuccefs in that ftation. I own, I dreaded 
the appointment of fome other perfon, who would 
not perhaps have adted with the fame moderation. 
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which I am peifuaded you have always done, not:- 
withftanding the numberlefs complaints from your 
quarter •, and therefore can without: compliment: 
allure you, that I fincerely rejoice that this office 
has fallen to your lot. 

Extra?} of a Letter from the Governor (Mr* 
Hoi. well) to Mr. Hastings. Dated 
II Feb. 1760. 

W E have returned no reply to the Nabob’s 
Perwanahs to the council for two reafons j 
his large feal affixed to them is derogatory to the 
Company’s honour, and addrdles of this kind to 
the council mutt be at all events quafhed in the 
beginning, or the dignity of the prefident will tall 
to nothing. If he pleafes to addrefs me on thofe 
fubjefts, I will reply to him ; in the mean time, 1 
beg to know on what pretence we are prohibited 
trading in the two articles of fait and betd-nut. 

D — Copy of the Memorial delivered by the Pre¬ 
sident (Mr. Hoi well) to the feleci Committee > 
upon the Arrival of Mr. Van Sittarty/a fuc- 
ceed kirn in the Government. 

A S my health, and the confideration of other 
ci’cumftances, will foon oblige me to re¬ 
quest permiffion from the board to refign the fer- 
vice, I beg leave, previous to that ftep, to accom¬ 
pany this lliort addrefs with fuch remarks and 
memorials, as may convey to the prefident (fo 
lately arrived amongft us) a knowledge of the pre- 
fent ftate and fituation of the Company’s affairs, 
as they (hand connected with, or are dependent on 
the Government of Bengal. 

To form a judgment of the prefent ftate of 
things in Bengal, it will be needful to retrolpecc on 

the 
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lie late revolution of the year 1747, when necef- 
lity, and a juft refentment for the rnoft cruel in ¬ 
juries, obliged us to enter into a plan to deprive 
Serajah Dow la of his government, which was ac¬ 
cordingly done, and Meet Mahomed jafter Aly 
Cawn fixed by us at the head of the provinces on 
certain conditions, and. under a treaty of alliance 
often five and defenfive. 

A Ihort fpace of time fully proved how unwor¬ 
thy the family thus raifed ! The conditions of the 
treaty could not be obtained from the Nabob with¬ 
out being in a manner extorted from him, and 
by a thoufand Ihifcs and evafions it was plain to 
the world not a fingle article would ever have been 
complied with, had the Nabob been inverted with 
power fufficient to have prevented it. or could he 
have diverted himfelf of his own fears and appre- 
henilons from our refentments. 

Tuncawson the lands were however granted for 
the payment of the ftipulated fums at particular 
times, by which the Royroyan, Mutta Suddier, 
Dewans, and every Harpey employed in the Ze- 
mindary and revenues became our implacable ene¬ 
mies ; and, confequently, a party was foon raifed 
at the Durbar, headed by the Nabob’s fon, Miran 
and Rajah Ragebullub, who were daily planning 
fchemes to fhakeoff their dependence on the Eng- 
lifh, and continually urging to the Nabob, that 
till this was effected, his government was a name 
only. The Nabob, fomething irritated by the 
protection given Rajah Doolubratn, and weak 
and irrefolute in himfelf, fell too foon into thefe 
fentiments. 

• The fir ft ftep taken to accomplifh this meafure 
of independance was, to atTafiinate and take off, 
under one pretence or other, every minilter and 
officer at the Durbar, who they knew were at¬ 
tached to the Englilh; in confequence of which. 
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Coja Haddy, and Cofiirn Aly Cawn, firft and fe- 
cpnd Boxy, were alMinated in November and 
December 1758} and after many attempts made 
on the perforts of Rheim (Dawn, and Golam Shah* 
his uncle and Brother, they were obliged to feek 
an afylum with the Shahzadain 1759. Roydoolub; 
his ion, and four brothers, were profcribed on no 
account, but that of the various informations he 
gave us and his firm attachment} this family 
would have fallen a lactifice, had they not been 
refcueci out of the Nabob’s hands by force of arms. 
A meer Beg Cawn would from the lame caufe have 
iuffered the fame fate, had he not given his lolemn 
engagement to quit the kingdom, which he ac« 
Cf “dingly did. 

t he next project of the Durbar appeared, by 
every concurring fubfequent circumftance, to be a 
fccret negotiation with the Dutch, for transporting 
troops from Batavia into tbefe provinces, that with 
their united force aftop might be put to the power 
of the. Englilh. This fcheme was conducted by 
Rajah Ragebullub on the one part, and Toocia- 
toojar for the Dutch on the other, about October 
or November 1758, the period when the Deccan 
expedition took place, and the garrifon was much 
reduced. 

Soon after, the provinces were invaded by the 
Shahzada on the fide of Patna, and Colonel Clive 
with our military and feapoys joined the Nabob 
and his troops, and by forced marches preferved 
Rajah Ramnaram fteady in his duty, and arrived 
juil in time to fave that city and province, and 
drove the Prince, though the undoubted heir to 
the kingdom, beyond the Currumnafla, and 
brought the Rouge poor, &e. countries into fub- 
jedHort to the Nabob. 

The prince more than once wrote to the colo¬ 
nel, offering any terms for the company and lnm- 

felf. 
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felf, on condition the Englifh would quit the Na¬ 
bob and join his arms; but the colonel thinking 
it incompatible with our treaty of alliance with the 
Nabob, gave the prince no encouragement. 

At the end of the campaign, the colonel re¬ 
turned to us in June 1759, anc * the two Nabobs 
arrived in the city about the fame time, with full 
convi&ion of our firm attachment to his govern¬ 
ment and family, and our religious regard to our 
treaties. What fenfe they retained of thele obli¬ 
gations, and how long, will appear by and by. 

The Nabobs, thinking themfelves now better 
efhiblilhed in the government, and fcreened by 
fuch a fure and powerful fupport as our arms, be¬ 
gan to fet no bounds to their cruelties, oppreffions, 
and exactions from thofe who had any thing to be 
plundered of; and this barely received a check 
from the fevere and frequent remonllrances of the 
colonel to the Nabob, on a conduft which he told 
him trrnft, from the general deteftation of thi* peo¬ 
ple, end in the deftru&ion of himfelf, his family, 
and country. His troops clamorous at the fame 
time for their pay, whilft the Nabob, in place of 
appropriating the fiitns he had acquired by repeat¬ 
ed afiifflnations to the juft demands of his Jernma- 
dars and troops, lavifhed the fame in. boundlefs 
extravagances. 

About the latter end of July 1759, the young 
Nabob arrived on a pretended vifit to colonel Clive, 
but the real motive was, to negotiate, if poffible, 
the delivery of Rajah Doolubram, and two or three 
other articles given him in charge by his father, 
fuch as the furrenderof the Tuncaw Lands on 
fccurity, the borrowing of us a large furn of mo* 
ney, &c, In thele the fon proving unfuccefsfui, a 
member of the board of feleffc committee was, at 
his defire, lent to accompany him to the city, to 
reconcile the Nabob to the negatives his fon had 

received 
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received in Calcutta, and at the fame time to'Inti¬ 
mate to him the advice we had received, that ft 
large armament was fitting out at Batavia deftined 
for Bengal; and to penetrate, if poffible, hisfenti- 
ments on this occafion, and what refolution he 
would come to, in cafe that force arrived in the 
river. 

He was nor to be reconciled to the refufals his 
fon met with, but determined to try his own power, 
and declared his intention to pay the colonel a vi* 
fit himfelf in September, which he did wkhfuccels 
equal to his fon ; he feemed to make .light of the 
Dutch intelligence, and not to give credit to it, 
though he difeovered much perplexity ; however, 
he wrote a letter to the colonel, demanding our 
ailiftance by virtue of the treaty of alliance, in cafe 
the Dutch troops came into the river. 

The armament arrived during his vifit; his 
ftay after that was dhort, his mind much embar * 
raffed, and his whole fubfequent conduct gave 
moft undoubted proofs, that the Dutch forces 
were arrived by his invitation. That fuch were 
the fentiments of colonel Clive, and the council, 
appears from the narrative of that Dutch bufinefs 
tranfmitted to the honourable the Court of Direc¬ 
tors, and to our feveral admirals: a perufal of 
this narrative will convince the impartial, that 
the Nabob, in his behaviour on this occafion, was 
guilty of a moft flagitious breach of the article of 
the treaty of alliance, and that from this period 
no terms whatever fhould have been preferved with 
him, after fuch unexampled treachery and ingra¬ 
titude, to which, by way of illuftration, we may 
add the fubfequent farces carried on between the 
Nabobs and the Dutch, as fet forth in the feveral 
letters between Mr. Holwell and the refident at 
Moradbaug on this fubjeft j by reference to which 
it will appear moft: manifeft, that the Nabob’s 
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real intentions never were to di ft refs effectually 
that people, but on the contrary, v/ere only aim¬ 
ed to amufe and deceive us; witnefs, the private 
orders and initruCtions given to Meer Cofim Aly 
Cawn, fo oppofite to his publick ones, when he 
was lent down to demoltlh the new works at 
Chinfura *, in the apparent delays of this ferviee 
Cofftrn Aly Cawn fuffered much in the opinion of 
the late prefident, though unjuftly, as we fubfe- 
quently learnt. He was afting ftridtly conforma¬ 
ble to the'private orders of the Nabob. 

In the beginning of the year 1760, rheSIuhza- 
da invaded the provinces again with a force more 
refpeCtable than the preceding year, both in troops 
and commanders, by the revolt of Comgar Cawn, 
Golam Shaw, Reim Cawn and others 5 the Na¬ 
bob by this time having made himfelf and bis fa¬ 
mily fo univerfally hated, that we may juftly fay, 
there was hardly a man in the provinces that did 
not wifh fuccefs to the prince. 

Colonel Clive reiigned the government early in 
February 1760, about v/hich time the Morattas 
entered the province from the ibuthward, and 
penetrated into the Burdwan country, making a 
confiderable diverfion in favour of the prince. The 
Nabob demanded a body of our troops, feapoys, 
and field-artillery for the defence of this country, 
to join his under the command of Meer Coffin* 
Aly Cawn, which was granted; but their ufe was 
frustrated by the Nabob’s pufiiariimous, irregular 
and contradictory orders to his general Coffim Aly 
Cawn, to march with our troops to Cutwa and the 
city, in place of marching diredtly to the fouth- 
ward, Thus this country fell a prey to the Mo¬ 
rattas, and a ftop was put to the coilefting our 
i'uneaws, in which was our greaceft dependance 
and expectation for the fervice of the year. (Vide 
military CQtrefpondence in the months of Fobi uary 

and 
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and March 1760) Our troops uoder the command 
of major CailRud had taken the field, in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Nabob’s, under the command of his 
fon, lometime before the Colonel’s departure for 
Europe, and fhaped their rout towards Patna, 
whUlt the Nabob himfelf remained in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Rajamaul, a check on Cuddeim. 
Hofein Cawn, Nabob of Poornea (then in rebel¬ 
lion) until Shubut’s advance, recalled him to the 
city. 

A regular and particular detail of the t ran fac¬ 
tions of this laborious campaign will not be ex¬ 
pected here, as the progrefs of it will prefent itfelf 
in die courfe of the military correfpondence laid 
before the committee, therefore general remarks 
on the fuccels, efFetts, and probable confequences, 
will be fufficier.t. 

This, like the former ones, has produced no 
definite aflion or ftroke to lay the lead foundation 
of peace to the provinces. In the courfe of this 
campaign three morally fure and important op¬ 
portunities were loft: by the cowardice of both the 
Nabobs i the firft, when the young Nabob refufed 
to join the major in the immediate purfuit of the 
Shahzada when routed near Patna ■, the fecond, when 
the old Nabob refufed to comply with the majors 
requeft and demand to crofs his horfe over the 
Burdwan river, and attack the prince when united 
with Shabut, &c.; the third, when in the late pur- 
fuit of Cuddeim Hoflpin Cawn, the young Nabob 
refufed to lead or detach his horfe to the major’s 
affiftance, by which a general a£i:ion might have 
been brought on; but on the contrary, he kept 
encamped two or three miles in the major’s rear, 
as if his intentions were to leave our troops, with¬ 
out horfe, a fieri lice to the enemy. 

Had the mod been made of either of thefe fa¬ 
vourable occafions, the ftroke had, in all human 

probability. 
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probability, been dccifive; as it is* it only proves, 
that we continue co draw our fwords in fupport of 
a family, moft unworthy the government they 
have by our afliftancG ufurped, and this to 'the 
munifeft hazard and ruin of the Company’s trade 
and concerns. 

On the near approach of the major to Patna, he 
recaved a Phirmaun from the prince, of which he 
advifed the board, and promifed to forward a 
copy, but no wonder, that, in the courfe of fo 
extraordinary and fatiguing a campaign, it flwnaid 
cfcape his memory. On his arrival in the Beer- 
boom country, after the unexpected march he 
formed upon his defeat, the prefident received in¬ 
telligence, that the old Nabob had actually ,1 Vac- 
heel mi the Sjiahzada’s camp, and that he was ne¬ 
gotiating a feparate treaty with him. This appear¬ 
ed to have lo dangerous a tendency, that, any 
means were eligible to obtain the truth of it: 

The late prefident, by a third hand, procured 
Affid Jumrna Cawn Rajah of Beerboorn,' and his 
uncle Comgar Cawn, to be wrote to on this fub- 
jeCt of the Nabob’s Vackeel and treaty. This foois 
produced a Phirmaun from the prince, inclofing a 
copy of the Nabob’s Arzdafht. The prefident 
made no reply to the Phirmaun, but returned a 
fhort one to Corugar Cawu’s letter which accom¬ 
panied it, intimating, that copies carried little va¬ 
lidity where originals were in being. 

A few days before the prince begun his retreat 
from the hills, the prefident received a fecund Fhir- 
maun from him, inclofing the original Arzdalhc 
from the Nabob. All that can be lid, either for 
or againft belief being given to the authenticity 
either of the copy or original, will appear on the 
face of the correlpondence, in two letters from the 
prefident to the major, under dates the twenty- 
fecund, and twenty-fourth of April laid, and to 

Mr 
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Mr. Mailings, the twentieth of the fame montL 
To thefe we may further add, that if they are for* 
geries they have yet this corroborating fignature 
of truth, that the whole tenor of the N abob’s con¬ 
duit raoft exa&ly tallies with the terms of the 
Arzdaflxt. But to refume the courfe of the cam ¬ 
paign to the prefent time., 

Patna is relieved, and Leu re for the prefent. 
Ctlddeirn Hofeirt C'awn. is difpoiTeffed of his govern¬ 
ment of Purnea, and driven out of the country, 
but with all his treafure ar.d valuable effedts, to the 
reproach and infamy of the young Nabob’s name j 
fo that, after the rains, he will eafily join the prince 
■with the efiendals of war, which he only wants to 
harrafs the provinces five years longer. The young 
Nabob is taken offby a flafh of lightning, and our 
troops are gone into quarters. After having done 
as muc!i, or more than could be expected from 
men fo wretchedly fupported by thofe very people 
for whole prefervation they endured every difbrefs 
and fatigue, and braved variety of deaths. 

The prince has found means’ to preferve hitnfeif 
and forces a footing on this fide the Soane, and in 
the neighbourhood of Patna. It is laid, Comgar 
C'awn has forfaken the caufe of the prince, which 
appears moll improbable, not only on account of 
his having no other chance for reimburling him- 
felf but perleverance; but becaufe we have un¬ 
doubted intelligence, that three thoufand of his 
troops have latelyjoined his nephew Affid Jumma 
Cawn, who has thrown off his allegiance to the 
Nabob. Thefe troops are, doubtleis, lodged to 
make an early and important chverfion at the open¬ 
ing of the next campaign, by entering the B'urd- 
wan country as foon as the prince begins to be in 
motion above. And thus our fuppties from thence 
will be again cutoff, and the Company’s affairs be 
reduced to the laft extremity of diibcls, unlef the 

approaching 


wnjsr/fy. 



iRMaiive to the Biftt&hdntts tn $ e w <5 a fc t f 

Sipproaching fliips of the feafon relieve us, or the 
■whole Tuncaws oh thole lands could be col letted 
during the rains. The latter is hardly poffibie in 
any ferviceable degree, and the former Carries very 
litcle probability. The late propofal of the Na¬ 
bob’s to pay our balances, and reft.me his lands, 
is devoutly to be wilhed \ but it is likewife to bti 
feared he has no meaning in it. 

The various reafons, urged againfl the meafure 
of lupportivig the prefent government longer on 
the plan, we have been fome time purluing, to 
the heavy injury of the Company, with various 
expedients to refcue them from manifell approach¬ 
ing ruin, are fet forth at large, in the military 
correfpondence, in letters front the prefident to 
Major Caillaud, under dates the twenty-fourth 
and twenty-fifth of May, fourteenth of June, and 
third of July i to Mr. Arnyatt, Under dates the 
twenty-fifth and thirtieth of May i to Mr. Ha 
firings, under dates the twenty-fourth of May, 
thirtieth of June, and fifth and eighth of Jflly. 
Both the reafons and expedients, in the prefent 
(late of affairs, feem rather to confirm than con¬ 
tra-indicate any other j however, the fudden death 
of the young Nabob (if made a proper Ufe of j 
feems to point out a middle way, if things are not 
gone too far already to admit of any other than 
the divehing this family of the government alto¬ 
gether. Vide, the Prefident’s letter to Mr. Ha- 
(tings of the fixtmith of lafc month, and to Ma¬ 
jor Caillaud of the twenty-fixth, on the fame 
fubjett. 

Refpeeting all matters relative to the Dutch and 
the Nabob, the Dutch and Us, the Tuncaws and 
obtlructions railed by the Nabob on our collect¬ 
ing them, as alfo the fate feerct treaty between 
the Nabob, and the Morartas, &c. they will 
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appear on the face of the correfpondence without 
exaggeration. 

S'— Extra# of a Letter from Mr. Van Sit tart 
to Cofatel Caillaud, Dated 29 July iy6o. 

Ertain it is, that fome new rneafures muff be 
X adopted, or both Bengal and Madras will 
be ruined for want of money. What I wrote you 
about formerly (in the month of April, I believe) 
Teems to roe to be the molt promifing plan. By 
that we extend our influence and our income with- 
out breaking through any former engagements, 
and it appears to me to be the moft certain way 
of keeping the affairs of the province quiet, and 
in manageable order. 

F -—Extra# of a Letter from Mr. Van Sittart 
to Colonel Caiilaud. Dated 4 Auguft 1760. 

I Suppofe the Nabob, when he anfwers the let¬ 
ters 1 wrote him, will, in confequence of your 
advice, propofe a meeting: and indeed, I think, 
it highly neceffary. When fuch a conference is 
rdolved on, I will let you know in time to be 
there, and, I think, we fhould find the means of 
removing that want of confidence, which I fee now 
even moment between the Nabob and our gentle¬ 
men. It is this miftruft that teems to me to be 
in great meafure the caufe of all his difficulties 
and ours. His people flight him, imagining, 
that with us they will be fare to find protection ; 
and, on the other hand, thofe with v/hom the 
Company have to do, thole particularly upon 
whom we have.alignments for money, make ufe 
Oi it as an opportunity of delaying their pay¬ 
ments, depending on the Nabob’s countenancing 
their backvvardnefs, 


If 



ff a negotiation with the prince fhould take 
place, I am fo far from intending to encourage a 
revolution in theie provinces* that I would Stave 
the confirmation of the prefent Nabob ftipulated 
for the Hr ft article. It might, however, be upon 
condition of his making over to us countries to 
the value of about fifty Jacks per annum. Burd- 
wan and Kifinagur would nearly anfwer that turn, 
and lie extremely convenient for us ; the Shazada, 
at the fame time, ftiould engage to furnifti the 
Company monthly with twice'as much as would 
defray the charges of the troops deftined for his 
fervice, and to confer on the Company, in caie of 
his fuccefs, inch priviledges and advantages in all 
parts oi India, as their feveral governors might 
requeft. 

G—ItxtraSi of a Letter from CofotielCailfovtd 
to Mr. V at? Sittart> to which Mr. Amyatt 
nlfo fubfcribed . 

No dree, but received 24Auguft 1760. 

I I were to be Wilfred, that confidence between 
us and the Nabob could be eftabtiihed; but 
give .me leave to allure you, that will be no very 
eafy talk, until he changes his counfellors. My 
opinion in this is confirmed by Colonel Clive’s 
judgment, who wanted fuch a Change, and would 
i\a/e effected it had he ftaid j but 1 hope the 
iarne from your management. .... The money 
matter ftilil perplexes me more. The date of our 
finances at Bengal, you are before this acquainted 
with The countries, you mention, are the bed 
we coud have for the fum wanted; but nothing 
wilt induce the Nabob to part with them, but his 
tear of our ftrengch and power; and not much 
els force is requifketo keep him in awe, and ro 
pico'ent enemies from within or without from 
C 2 difturbiner 
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difturbing the peace of the Soubalhip, which if 
not perfe&ly maintained, of confcquence the re¬ 
venues luffer... . The Nabob would not: be at 

poorer man by giving us fifty lack per annum, with 
which he could have a body of forces that would do 
him fervice, and it does notcofthim Ids than that 
fum for maintaining an ufelefs rabble; but to con¬ 
vince him to this ftep, there lies the difficulty. 
The colonel's laft letter to him was full of falutary 
inftrtnftions on this head; but he is of fo rniltruft- 
fol a nature,, that already our power and influence, 
though meant for his good, gives him pain; and 
every thing we can propofe, that feemingly tends to 
encreafe it, gives him umbrage, and will make him 
unwillingly confent to this or any other ftep we can 
propofe. Be allured of this, that he can only be 
frightened into compliance; and fo you fee, it is 
my opinion, that though the prince goes,we can¬ 
not fend both men and money to Madras. 

In my two laft letters, I have fpoke fully as to 
the affairs of this province, and given fuch reafons 
as I had for the appointment of Meet Sidon and 
Rajah Rajebullub ; at lead, what k have xnoft 
iaongly urged, and it feems to be your opinion, 
that no change fhould be made for the prefent. 
The Nabob’s ufage to me, in the courfe of _ this 
affair, hath piqued me fenfibly, nor will I let it go 
unnoticed. { do not quarrel with the man for be¬ 
ing of a different opinion with me, had he inge- 
nuoufiy told me fo, for I left all to his choice, and 
only advifed what I thought belt; but he agreed 
by his letters to all I propofed, allowed it was the 
beft could be done, and approved of all my mea- 
fures, whilft, at the fame time, he was ailing di¬ 
ametrically oppefite, without ever confidering me, 
or the engagements .1 had entered into upon the 
ftrength of his promifes. 
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H—-Extrail of a Letter from Mr. Amyatt to 
Mr. Van Sitrart and Colonel Caillaud. Da¬ 
ted Patna, 5 G&ober 1760. 

Gentlemen, 

I Am favoured with your’s of the twenty-fifth 
ultimo I am very glad you have taken ffceps 
to fupply us with money ; we have laboured un¬ 
der great difficulties for want of it, and a fmall 
fupply to the Nabob’s troops would have enabled 
Rajebullub to quit this place, who is very anxious 
anddefirous to getaway, and without fome money he 
cannot. He has run the rifque of his life thef’e three 
days, and I expe&ed an uproar in the city hourly. 
To day they are fbmewhat quiet, and Ramnatain 
has fent for fome of the chief commanders to ex- 
poftulate with them, but without fome money fent 
him, he fays, he cannot, nor will not under¬ 
take to latisfy them. I have talked to Rarnna- 
rain, all in my power, to take the command of 
them, as Rajebiillub may go, and I cannot but 
fay he has a great deal of reafon on his fide, they 
are luch a fet of rabble, and he without money, 
befides his own troops unpaid they will not hear 
reafon-, fome money muft be given immediately, 
and where that is to come from he does not know. 
The Nabob has not wrote to them or Rajebullub, 
and Coffim Aly Cawn to a very few, that they are 
outrageous. They fay, the colonel and Rajebul¬ 
lub kept them together; one is gone, and fent 
them no money, and the latter they expert to make 
their pay good, fo that here is a fine fpotof con- 
fufion. Our army only prevents matters coming 
10 extremities. I apprehend, when the prince 
hears all this, we lhall have him move this way. 
Were all thefe troublefome forces joined with him 
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it would be nothing $ but they within and the 
prince without is bad, though, I hope, as we are 
a little quiet to day, that Ramnarain wilf be able 
to work upon them; Rajcbuilub, in thefc mat¬ 
ters, is a child to the other. 

Ha —ExtraB of a Letter from Mr. Amy at fc to 
Mr. Van Sittart and Colonel Caillaud. Da¬ 
ted Pat a a, j 2 October 1760. 

T H E Nabob’s Seapoys are daily deferring to 
the prince; the remainder labour under 
great difficulties, and are very troublefome for 
their pay. 

X-— ~~Bxtra& of a Letter from Mr. HaftingS 
to the Seled Committee. Dated M'oracU 
bang, 18 July 1760.. 
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Y laft gave you the melancholy news of the 
. Chuta Nabob’s death. It is proper, that 
acquaint you with the confequenccs of that 
event here. No lboner was the intelligence pub* 
Idhed, than the Seapoys, no longer intimidated by 
the authority of the Chuta Nabob, nor the pre¬ 
fence of the Engtilh forces, which had hitherto re- 
ftrained them from giving fcope to their refent- 
rnent againfl the Nabob, immediately concurred 
to take the advantage, which his grief, and the 
confternation caufed by fo fudden and fatal a ftroke 
afforded them to compel him to pay their long ar¬ 
rears. They accordingly encompaffied His palace 
on the fourteenth, in a clamorous manner, but 
proceeded no further than to infult the treafurer 
and other mutrafuddies, whom they pulled out of 
their palanquins, and treated with other indigni- 
ics. 1 he fame disorders continued the next day. 

On 
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On the fifteenth, they afiembled in a large body, 
and flopped up the doors of the palace, (offering 
none to enter, or come out of it. Numbers 
mounted on every wall, not excepting the places 
held the molt facred, and loaded the Nabob with 
the moll opprobrious language, threatening him 
with death if their demands were not complied 
with. Such of his courtiers or attendants, as made 
their appearance, were affaulted by fragments, 
broke off from the walls, by which fevera! perfons 
of diftindion were wounded This fcene lafted two 
days, and teemed to portend the certain deftruc- 
tion of the Nabob, when Coffein Aly Cawn, the 
Nabob’s fon-in-law, by his interpolition, put a 
flop to the perfecution, and brought on an ac¬ 
commodation. The Nabob has promifed to pay 
the full arrears from the fixth fun, and two half 
months of the prefent year, as foon as it (hall ap¬ 
pear from the accounts what is due to them. For 
this payment, Coflein Aly Cawn became fecurity, 
and paid them immediately three lacks of rupees 
from his own treafury. This fatisfied the Sea- 
poys, who inltandy retired to their own habita¬ 
tions. Though the ftorm is now blown over, vet 
fhouid it return again (which is to be apprehended 
from the (mall profped there at prefent appears, 
that the Nabob will be able to colled fo large a 
furti as he has engaged to difeharge) I much fear 
the confequences will prove fatal to the Nabob, 
as well from the unrufinefs and difaffedion of the 
multitude, as from die machinations of his nume¬ 
rous enemies, with whom it will be no difficulty 
to make thefe the inftrument of his ruin. 

Affid Jemma Cawn, the Rajah of Beerboom, is 
affembling forces, and, though no open hoftili- 
ties have been committed by him, it is no lon¬ 
ger doubted, but his delign is to revolt from the 
prefent government. 
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K-r, "(inflation f a Letter from the Nabob, if# 
Major Caillaud. 


f? Ormerly the command of the forces, the go* 
jP vernment of the country, the regulating of 
r he army, and raifing of troops, were the office 
of the Nabob Nafir-ool-moolk deceafed. At this 
time, excepting my beloved fonMeer Mahomed 
Coffein Cawn Bahadre, there is none of my foils 
or brethren equal to that truft, and l now have 
received greater proofs than ever of his merit. 
For this reafon, I have judged my Ion aforefaid, 
worthy of and proper for the direction oi all mi¬ 
litary operations and affairs of the adminiftration, 
in the fame rnannerwith theNabobNafir-ool-moolk 
deceai'ed. I doubt not, that you have the fame opi¬ 
nion of the qualities and capacity of my fon aiore- 
faid; and the friendlhip which you entertain for hint 
is free from deceit and defign. From the entire 
dependance, which he places upon your eitablUhr 
ed acquaintance and friendfbip, he hopes that.you 
will affift him on this occafion, by exerting your 
influence lo effectually in his behalf, that Mahra- 
Jah Ramnaram Bahadre may be entirely pleaded 
with my faid fon, and maintain a friendly ioter- 
courfe with him ; that when required he may af* 
ford the faid Mahrajah his affiftance and fupport, 
{is the late Nabob iNfafar-ool-moolk did. By this 
"©ur friendlhip will be daily augmented, the aft airs 
of the government will profper, and you will dq 
me great pleafure. 

L— —-Lranjldtion of a Letter from the Nabob 
to Mr. Hoi well. Received 10 July \ybo: 

T H E letter you wrote me concerning Meer 
Mahomed Coffein Aly Cawn, 1 have received. 
You acquaint me, that he is a noble, good, and 

brave 
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brave mail. Mr. bladings alfo 'has wrote me to 
the fame purpofe, and has ddired me, to let him 
fucceed tny ion. This rejoiced me much, becaufe 
i was feniible he is highly deferving of my fa¬ 
vour and friendfhip, 1 have no friends dearer to 
tpe than himfelf and family, and fhouid be very 
glad if it was in my power to give it him •, but 
the colonel has wrote me a letter, a copy whereof 
I have inclofed for your perufal, and you will then 
be able to judge, what motive has induced me to 
prefer the Chuta Nabob’s fon. 

M —*—ExiraB of a Letter from the SeleG; 
Committee at Calcutta to the Prefdent and 
Council of fort St, George. Dated 28 
July 1760, 

W E have received your favours of the twelfth 
of June, and feventh of July, and are 
very lorry to find, there is a profped pf your be. 
Ing under the neceffity of railing the blockade of 
Pondicherry. We flatter ourleives, however, that 
affairs will take a more favourable turn, and that 
when the expected fuecours arrive, you will be 
fully enabled to carry into execution your moft 
fanguine expe&ations. We moft ardently wifh it 
were in our power to aflift you on this important 
occafion with men and money, but fitch is cur fi- 
tuation, that notwithftanding our unwearied en¬ 
deavours, we are not able to c(fed: either. The 
Shafizada with his forces had crolfed the river 
Soane, which afforded a profpeft of the Patna 
province being reftored to peace, for a few months 
at lead; but the death of the young Nabob, which 
happened by a fiafh of lightning on the eighth of 
July, has encouraged theShahzada to return with¬ 
in a few cofe of the city of Patna. Major Cail- 
|aud, with pur troops and thofs of the Nabob, 

under 
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under his command, by our lateij advices, ms 
in that city, id that an action may very probably 
enfue. 

livery method has been fried for railing a film of 
money, as well for the fupplying your fettlement, 
as providing an inveftment here for the Company. 
The troubles, which have this feafon continued fa 
late in the country, have lb much impeded the col¬ 
lection of our Tuncaws, that for a confiderable 
time pa ft we have had little more money in our 
treafury than fufficient to defray the current ex¬ 
penses ol the fettlement. This being the real 11 - 
ttiatiofl of our affairs, we perfuade ourfelves you 
will be convinced that your not receiving the fup- 
plies you may have expe&ed from us is not owing 
to any negledt in us, as we can, on the contrary^ 
allure you we fhould, upon all occafions, moll 
cheerfully contribute every thing in our power for 
the good of the lervice in general. 

—Extract of a Confutation of the nth of 
Auguft 1760. Prefent Mef Van Sift art, 
Sumner, HolwelJ, M‘Gwire, Ration, 
Verelft, Smyth, and Smith. 

I N order to determine upon the expediency of 
complying with the application of the Com¬ 
mittee of Aurungs, for a Efficient advance of 
money to compleat the inveftment intended this 
year, the board think it neceffary to inquire into 
the prefent Itare of the treafury, and the farther 
fupplies that we have to depend on, fuppofing none 
to come from Europe, by the fhips of this feafon, 
and to fet againll them, firft, the indifpenfible 
demands for the current charges of the prelidency, 
as the pay of the troops, the marine charges, the 
fortifications and repairs, &c. 

Accord ingly, 
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Accordingly, the following calculation is now 
framed, to include a whole year, commencing the 
firftof Auguft *760, and ending the thirty-firft 
of July 1761,, 

'* Rupee:, 

Remaining this day in the trealury 1,00,000 
to be received from the Nabob the full 
amount of his debt, about 25,00,000 

To be received from the company’s 

lands —— ...... 8,00,000 

I,and and Sea cuioms 1,50,000 

In tales in the import warehoufe, and 
bil ls of exchange on Europe 2,00,000 


Total about 37,50,000 

IV.. B, The amount of this calculation is 
37,50,000 rupees, to which we rmj add * 2 lacks 
for the yearly amount of the lack of rupees per 
month, which the Nabob has ftipulated to pay for 
the field expences of our troops. The whole fum 
will be 49,50,000-, of which it is to be obferved, 
that 37 lacks were- fo be paid by the Nabob, and 
therefore could by no means be depended on. The 
remainder is only 12,50,000 rupees, a fum very 
infuffident for defraying even the current expences 
of the fettlement. 

Of which it may be computed, that eighteen, 
lacks of rupees will be required for the indifpen.fi- 
blc charges of the troops, fortifications, &c. for 
twelve months, from the firft of Auguft 1760, 
to the thirty-firft of July 1761. And the prefident 
reprefents to the board, that the want of money 
upon the coaft began to be very preffing before he 
left it, lothat there feems to be an ablolute and 
immediate neceffity for fending at leaft ten lacks 
to Madras, otherwile the vaft fums already dif- 
bus fed there, and all the advantages thereby ac¬ 
quired 
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quired. over the enemy will be loft, nt acrifis too, 
when there is great; probability of purfuing the blow 
with fncce.fs to the utmoft accornplifhrnent of our 
willies , by the reduction of Pondicherry. 

•Thefe ten lacks for Madras rnuft therefore be 
made up out of the lirft monies that can begot to¬ 
gether, whether by loan, or from the Nabob’s 
Tuacaws arid affignments. There will yet remain 
ten lacks out of the before going computation, 
which will ferve to begin upon*an inveftmenc next 
year, if no other urgent cccafion fiiould demand 
a fupply from it. 

But for the prefent year it is abfolutely iropqffi- 
ble, unlefs our honourable matters (hould, con ¬ 
trary to their Jaft mentioned intentions, fend us a 
fupply in the expected Ihips. 

Upon the whole, it is the unanimous opinion 
oF the Board, that it will be molt for the Com¬ 
pany’s intereft, in this cafe of neceffity, to ftop 
any further advances on account of this year’s in- 
veftment; 


O - Copy of a Letter from Mr, Sykes to 

Mr. Van Sittart. Dated Coffmibazar, 16 
September 1760. 

I Now inclofe you two letters from the Nabob, 
on perufing which you will find, 1 have not 
been fuccefsful in my application to him for the 
Fougedarry of Chittagong and Siilett. He has 
acquainted me juft now with therefult of his con- 
fultation yeftcrday with his minifters, which is a 
downright refufal, alhdging, that thefe two pro¬ 
vinces he has alfigned for the maintenance of two 
of his Ions, and Moniloll adts as their Dewan. I 
informed him, that you did not mean that our 
having thefe two countries lhould be any lofs to 
him in his revenues, as we would pay the fame as 

the 
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the prelent polfefibr does; yet he feems to think, 
that if we have once a factory at Chittagong, his 
people will be greatly controlled in the tranlac- 
tions in thofe parts. 

p - Co0 cf the Proceedings at a Committee. 

Prefent Mef Vim Smart, Caillaud, Sum¬ 
ner, Hoi well, and M'Guire. u Sept, 
*760, 

H E colonel informs the Committee, that 



he left Patna the thirty firft of laft month. 


at which time the prince was at Dowdnagore on 
this fide the Soane; that all the reports of his 
eroding it were over, and that Monfieur Laws 
wkhMawdarahDowla were preparing to repafs the 
river, and join him. It was laid, their next mo¬ 
tion would be towards Comgar Cawn, with whom 
the operations of the next campaign were to be 
fettled. 

Before we refolve upon a plan of future opera¬ 
tions, we will attempt a defeription of the ft ate 
the Company’s affairs are now in, and this not to 
be confined to Bengal, but with regard alio to the 
exigencies of the other let dements* who are fold 
to depend on this for fupplies of money. Our in¬ 
fluence encreafing from time to time, fincethe re ¬ 
volution brought about by Colonel Clive, fo have 
we been obliged to cncreafe our force to fupport 
that influence. We have now more than a thou- 
fand Europeans and five thoufand Seapoys, which 
with the contingent expenees of an army , is far 
more than the revenues allotted for their mainte¬ 
nance. This deficiency was not lo much attended 
to whilft the immenfe fums ftipulated by the laft 
treaty were coming in, but thefe refourees being 
now quite exhaufted, and no fupplies of money' 
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coming from Europe, it becomes immediately ne- 
ceflfary to fecure to the Company fuch an income 
as will bear them dear of charges, and bring in 
befides a 1'upply for the emergencies of their other 
fetdements, and for providing cargoes for load¬ 
ing home their fhips. 

The ftrll queftion then that naturally occurs Is 
this. Whether that great force is wanted ? 

That a lefs force would lecure the fetflermemt of 
Fort William, with its former bounds, againft 
any thing that is now in the country, is not to be 
doubted, but it is as certain, that nothing but that 
influence and weight, which we maintain by the 
largenefs of our force, can poffibly prevent the 
well-known defigtts of the two principal’ European 
powers, who have long, fhared with us the bene¬ 
fits of the trade of this country $ and to this we 
may add, that the nearer we apjproach to a peace 
in Europe, the nearer we are to our danger here. 

Thefe confideradons, having their due weight, 
we believe few will dilpute the necehity of keep¬ 
ing up our prefent force, perhaps augmenting it. 
This granted, it follows, that means mult be 
found within ourfelves of fupponing the expence, 
and thefe means can be no other than a propor¬ 
tionable (hare of the revenues of the country. 

By the treaty made with the prefent Nabob, h e 
is obliged, as often as it may be requifite for out 
troops to cake the field, tofumilh a lack of rupees 
a month for their expence; but the uncertainty of 
this payment has. been too long experienced to be 
any more depended on, nor indeed is it by any 
means Sufficient to anfwer the purpofe, fuppofing 
the payment regularly made. It muft therefore 
be prupoled to the Nabob, to alfign to the Com¬ 
pany a much larger income, and to affign it in 
fuch a foil and ample manner, by giving to the 
Company the foie right of fuch difirids as lie mod 

convenient 
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convenient for our management* that we may no 
longer be lubjeft to the incoiwensencies wei ex¬ 
perienced from the late Tancaws, being orders 
only on a certain part of the revenues. From the 
experienced weakusfs and unfteadinefs of the. Na¬ 
bob himfelf, and the nature of 8jiofc dependents 
woo now rule him, and who by feJf-intendled 
views mult naturally oppofe every in create of pur 
power, as their own wi.:!. of course be proportip- 
nably leflened, it is to be ioppoftd, that tuch a 
propofa! would meet with ail the difficulties that 
could poilibly be thrown in our way. Notv/ith- 
ilanding thefe difficulties we will iuppofe, that we 
thou Id have weig ht enough to over-rule his coun- 
ieltors, and to obtain his confent, we then juft 
keep our prefent footing. We pave a fund for 
paying our troops, and thole troops mult be em¬ 
ployed io the fcrvice of the Nabob, and. this kt~ 
vice,, the fame as for two years paft, in oppofiny; 
the Sliahjtada, whole defigna. on thefe provinces, 
it is aimoft certain will ftili be purfocd, 

•from the experience o i thefe two years,, iris 
J)ietty clear, that oar troops* though victorious m 
i e fieid, yet cannot by their fuccefs put an end c® 
tlic troubles, i he lame caule which hath prevented 
it bciore (till exifis. 1 he nature of thole people in 
alliance with whom we are to aft, who will not 
puifoe Late advantages we gain, and we not hav¬ 
ing the means in our power, for want of a body 
Qt cavalry under our command. Thus the war 
niay be protrafted for years to come, and every 
year the Nabob’s circuit*(tartces are vvorfe and 
worle, through an mcreafe of expence and lofe 
ol revenues, not only by the devafUticms which the 
enemy may make, but by the continual defection 
o ? me °* j} ls own rajahs and dependents* Many, 
If? 1 * *T 0Ute khe two lalt years, have declared 
nemielves 5 and that others are ripe for doing the 

fame 
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Of Beerbocm* m a kvw» , u »\B ur r, , 
ceived from him, has fpoke his ienmtients very 
freely. Ths^prcmnce of flacna is already fo much 
reduced, by the two campaigns, as to be incapa¬ 
ble of affording fubliftance to the prince any tong 
er, who muft'always find on the Ipot the means 
of carrying on the war, having no refources withm 
himfelf, and who confequently niuft through _ne~ 
ceffity attempt next year to penetrate farther into 
Bengal •, and in this he will nd doubt be encoura¬ 
ged by the fuccefs, which attended his tall year 9 

iacarfion as far as Burdwan. . . 

It is therefore next to be confxdered, whether it 
is beft for the intereft of the Nabob, to purlue the 
prefent meafures, by continuing to oppo.e the 
Shahzada, or to fupport him in his ptetenhons to 
the crown of Deliy ? The two parties ftill fub hit, 
between whom the throne is difputed, or rathei 
who fhall give a king to that throne. One of thole 
parties has repeatedly invited the Shahzada to him* 
and it is well known what offers he has made both 
to the Nabob and us for our affiftance. T. he fame 
'■•eafons may be fuppofed yet to have their weight 
with him, while the difpute remains undecideds 
and is it not probable, that fuch an affiftance gi¬ 
ven to the prince, and thrown into Abdalla s lea e, 
would infure the fuccefs of the enterprise ! l he 
immediate confequence of this to Bengal would be 
clearing the country of an enemy, by removing 
the caule whence all the late troubles and conru- 
jfion have arilen i and if we with reafon flatter ctir- 
ielves we fliould fucceed, what advantages may not 
the Company expetft? 

Suppofing this change of mealures does not_ ap¬ 
pear to the Nabob in the light we have represent¬ 
ed, it is to be confidered, whether the exigencies 
of the Company’s affairs before defenbe i oo not 

require 
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require our forming fuch connexions independent¬ 
ly of him, as may over-rule the advice and lway 
of his creatures and rninifters. 

The unfortunate death of the young Nabob hav- 
ng created a number of Separate incerdts, which 
tt*js irnpollible to conciliate to the fatisfaXion of 
all.,and thereby given the faireft opportunity to any 
other European power to gain a party to fupport 
them in their defigns of dtabiifhing an influence 
here, is an inducement to make us follow fuch a 
fyftem as will pur. this the moll out. of their power. 

The (hare of influence we now enjoy in thefe 
provinces, however great in appearance, does not 
carry with it thofe real advantages and weighty ef- 
fedts which art neceflary not to leave that power in 
clanger of being difputed, and of failing us at a 
time when we moft want it, and nothing is more 
probable than that that period will happen on a 
peace. To prevent the evil eonfequences of this, 
there fee ms now to offer fuch art opportunity of 
lecuring to ourfdves all that we could wilh in this 
relpeX, as likely may never happen again % an op¬ 
portunity that will give us both power and right. 

Another principal motive, that urges us to think 
of changing our fyftem, is the want of money *, a 
want that is .hot confined to ourlelves alone, but 
upon which greatly depend the operations on the 
coaft. The reduction of Pondicherry, and the 
provifioj) of an inveftment for loading home the 
next year’s fhips at all the three preficlencies. 

It is hardly to-be doubted, but that the Shah- 
zada. would be willing to enter into a negotiation 
with us independent of the Nabob, but fuch a 
meafure would neither be for the intereft nor the 
honour of our nation. Our views in adopting the 
fyltem fhould be direXed rather to ftrengthen than 
weaken or overthrow the prelent Subah. All we 
defire is, to fee the power removed cut of the 

D . hands 



hands of that fort of men, who now rule and diredfc 
the affairs of the Nabob, and through whofe mif- 
managements and frauds, the country and his ad- 
minillration fuff- r fo confkierably, and to have 
fuch a lhare of power inverted in the Company as 
will enable them to prevent the bad confequences 
of lb many contending interefts; will efledually 
put a flop to that diffmation of revenues which 
hath reduced the Nabob to his prefent. did re fled 
condition, which revenue, if properly applied, 
would leave him nor us any thing to fear from 
the deftgns of any enemy, and effectually fecure to 
Ui fuch a fund as would atifwer all our prefent 
pfefling exigencies, and in time prove an increafe 
of honour and advantage to the nation and the 
Company. 

Q "-The Prefi&M Jays before the Committee, 
the following Letter which be lately received 
from tlx Rajah of Burboom. 

‘ 1 nrtHanks be given to the Almighty at this 
J. «. happy time-, i have received your mod 
*“ kind letter, acquainting me of your appoint' 
ment to the adminiflradon of the affairs of the 
Company, and your fafe arrival in Calcutta. 
« It has filled my heart with a joy too great for ex- 
“ preflion, and I have offered up my praifes to 
“ God for it. May the Almighty beftow on 
“ you a daily encreafe of honour, and incline you 
“ ro favour your well-wither. This is the ftate 
“ of rny affairs. By the countenance and care of 
“ you, gentlemen, rny Zernindaree had begun to 
“ put-on “a flotirifhtng appearance but lately, 
* s finer I have been deprived of that advantage, 
*« the magiiirate of the country, who has rebelled 
“ againft his fomeign, afflids every man of worth 
and honour with infults and indignities, from 

“ which 
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»* which the ftri<£lefl obedience is no fecttrity. By 
“ the commands of the Lord of the univerfe, 1 
i; ‘ have put myielf in readinefs. You are a wife 
‘ 6 and confiderate man. The principles of yout 
« religion ordain, that every man fhould be put 
in pofieflion of his right •, and by your cu- 
« ftoms too, the king is entitled to obedience, 
st Thefe confiderations, added to the long friend- 
“ flup I have had for your country, perfuade me 
“ that you will engage in nocaufe that (hall op- 
“ pole that of Shah Aulum. Since your inclina* 
** tions and mine are always the fame, 1 hope 
“ from the countenance of your favour to be al- 
*'* ways made happy by the news of your welfare;, 
M and that you will take care of me” 

R — ExtraB of the Proceedings at a Com¬ 
mittee, the 15th Sept, 1760, Prejent, 
Mef. Van Sittart, Caillaud, Sumner, Iiol- 
well, and M‘G wire 

T HE great objects 'of our prefent delibera¬ 
tions are: Firft, The fecuring a fund of 
money for the prefent and future exigencies 
of this fettlement, as well as the other two preli- 
deucies, no money being expected from Europe 
And fecondly, The putting an end to the di~ 
ftuibances fomented and kept up by the Shah- 
zada in leveral parts of thefe provinces, that the 
whole may be united under the Nabob, and he 
put under the more immediate influence of the 
Company, whofe force is his chief fupport and 
dependence, by this means enabling us to join a 
large body of country troops to our own to op¬ 
pose any attempts of European or country powers. 

The queftion to be considered is. Whether we 
can heft arrive at thefe ends by following the pre- 
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fent fyftem of oppofirtg the Shahzada, or by pro* 
poling to him an alliance with the EngliJh, and 
the advance of part of our forces to proceed with 
him to Delly, and fupport him in his pretenfions 
to the throne. 

(The difficulties on both fsdes having been 
confidered) 

Refolved therefore unanitnouily, That the en¬ 
tering into an alliance with the Shahzada is a 
necelfary and expedient meafure. The prelldent 
is accordingly defined to prefs Collein Aly Cawn 
on the fobje& of our expences, and our great di- 
ftrels for money, fo as to draw from him fome 
propofal of means for removing thole difficulties, 
by which poffibiy we may be able to form a judg¬ 
ment, whether he might not be brought to join 
in this negotiation, and in procuring the Na¬ 
bob’s confer, t. 

S—. Extra 0 of the Proceedings of' a Com¬ 
mittee of the r 6 th of Sept, >760. Prefenty 
Mef Van Sit tart, Caillaud, Sumner, Hol- 
well, ‘ind IVTGwire. 

HP H E prefident acquaints the Committee, that 
J in a long converfation he had laft night 
with CoiTein Aly Cawn,- he had an opportunity 
cf making fome progrefs towards the difeoveroes 
requifite for carrying on the negotiation pro poled 
yefterday •, and "that, without letting him know 
any thing of our defign, he had led him to make 
luck declarations of his defire to have the rule 
over the Nabob, and the general management of 
the affairs of the province, as amount almofi to 
a proof of his readinefs to act the part intended 
for him. 


After 
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After telling him much of our regard, and of 
our opinion of him, as the fitted: peifon for con¬ 
ducing the great affairs of the Bengal govern¬ 
ment, I began to make him flrong representations 
on the fubjeC of the Company’s expences; that 
the immediate charges of the army far exceeded 
the fum afligned for that purpofe, which fum aSfo 
was not regularly paid, there being now three or 
four months arrears ; that befldes this he could 
not but be fenfible how much the Company gave 
up In the other parts, for the fake of providing 
.for the fecurity of Bengal, withdrawing their 
forces from the Deccan and Madras, and lending 
continually frefh fupplies from Europe, I repre- 
fented to him farther, the great loft the Company 
had fuffered by the long continuance of the pre¬ 
fen t war with the Shahzada, and how much it 
was to be wilhed, for the general benefit, that an 
end could be put to it, lb as to enable the Nabob 
to reduce his expences, and colled his full reve¬ 
nues : of which a great part is pow loft by the ra¬ 
vages of the enemy, particularly the whole pro¬ 
duce of the Patna province. 

In anfwer to this, Coflem Aly Cawn replied, 
that he has it not at prefent in his power to pro¬ 
vide in a proper manner for the fupply of the 
Company i that if we could undertake to give him 
the general management of the country, by tak¬ 
ing it out of the hands of thofe who are now en- 
trrifted with it by the Nabob, he would then mr.xe 
fuch alfignments, in favour of the Company, as 
fhculd be perfectly to our fatisfadion, At the 
fame time he infinuated, that this would undoubt¬ 
edly meet with oppofition at Moorlhedabad, and at 
firft prove very difagreeable ro the Nabob him- 
lelf ; for which reafbn, it would be quite necefTt- 
ry to have a force at hand to fiippcrt him. By 
which being enabled to over rule the prefent evil 
• * ' D 3 counfcllor* 
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counfellors of the Nabob, he could anfwer for 
bringing the Nabob hitnfelf into fuch terms aa 
fliould he agreed oo here, 

1 "- Copy of the 'Treaty concluded between 

Mr. Van Sittart, and the Gentlemen of the 
Select Committee, mid the Nabob Meep 
Mahomed Cofiim Cawn. 

I. rpH§ Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn 
X lhall continue in poffeflion of bis digni¬ 
ties, and all affairs be tranfadled in his name, 
and a fukable income ..fhall be allowed for his 
expences. 

II. The Neabut of the Soubadaree of Bengal, 
Azimabad, and Orififa, &c. fhall be conferred fay 
his excellency the Nabob on Meer Mahomed Cof-. 
fim Cawn. He fhall be in veiled with the adrni- 
niftration of all the affairs of the provinces, and 
after his Excellency he lhall fucceed to the go¬ 
vernment. 

HI. Betwixt us and Meer Mahomed Cofiim 
Cawn, a firm friendfhip and union is eftablifhed. 
His enemies are our enemies, and his friends are 
our friends. 

IV. The Europeans and the Seapoys of the 
Englifh army fhall be ready to affifl the Nabob 
Meer Mahomed Cofiim Cawn in the management 
of all affairs, and in all affairs dependent on him 
they lhall exerc themfelves to the utmoft of their 
abilities. 

V. For all charges of the Company, and of 
the laid army, and provisions for the field, occ. 
the lands of Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chit 
tagong lhall be afligned, and Sunnuds for that 
purpofe fhall be written and granted. The Com¬ 
pany is to Hand to all Ioffes, and receive all the 

profits 
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profits of thefe three countries * and we will de¬ 
mand no more than the.three affigatneo.es afore- 

laid. 

VI. One half of the Chan am produced at Sillet 
for three years fhall be purchafed by t.he Go ma¬ 
fia Is of the Company, from the people of the 
government, at the cuftomary rate of that place. 
The tenants and inhabitants, of that place fin all 
receive no injury. 

VIL The balJance of the former Tuncaws fhall 
be paid according to the Killbundee agreed upon 
with the Royroyan. The jewels which have been 
pledged fhail be received back again. 

VIII; We will not allow the tenants of the Sir- 
car to fettle in the lands of die Englihi Company, 
neicher fhall the tenants of the Company be allow¬ 
ed to fettle in the lands of the Sircar. 

IX. We will give no protection to the depen¬ 
dents of the Sircar, irv the lands or the factories 
of the Company, neither fhall any proceed cri be 
given to the dependents of the Company in the 
lands of the Sircar, and whoever fhall fly to either 
party for refuge fhall be given up. 

X. The meafures for war or peace with the 
Shahzada, and railing fupplies of money, and the 
concluding both thefe points, fhall be weighed 
in the fcale of reafbn, and whatever is judged 
expedient fliall be put in execution ; and it fii'.Il 
be ft contrived, by our joint counfels, that he be 
removed from this country, nor fuflfered to get 
any footing in it. Whether there be peace with 
the Shahzada or not, our agreement with Meer 
Mahomed CoffimCawn, we will, by the grace of 
God, inviolably obferve, as long as the Englifh 
Company’s factories continue in this country. 
Dated the 17th day of the month of Sulfur, in 
the year a 174 of the Hegvra. 

D 4 V— Copy 
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V—~~~~Ccpy of the Select Commit: tee’;? hifctttc*. 
Uom lo Mr. Van Sittart and Colonel Cail- 
laud. 

y /,V - ' ' #' i'.if: 

A S (ome'days have already .elapfed frnce the 
.Preiidenr, at the defire of the Committed 
wrote to Mr. Amyatt, of the intended negotia¬ 
tion with the Shahzada, and as one copy of Roy- 
doolub s letter to the Prince has been forwarded 
by his own people, we may expeft, that within 
fifteen or t^ncy days from this time, fom,ething 
of it will tmnfpire, and the report fpread to 
Moorfliedabad. It is not to be doubted, but chat 
toe Nabob will be extremely alarmed at the firffc 
news q f it, and that thole, who now rule him, 
wdi ule their influence to encreafe his fears and 
luipicions, and to make him as aver fe as poffible 
to acquiefcing in the meafures we propofe to a- 
dopt^and to which Coffim Aly Cawn has acceded, 
it wilhbe neceffary, to have perfons commiffioned 
with fall powers from hence, and that they be 
luch as will have weight enough on the one part, 
to keep Coffim Aly Cawn firm to the agreements 
* ie has entered into; and on the other, to fupport 
u\m fo ftrongly, as to enable him to over-rule the 
Nabob, and aJl his prefent arivifers. 

I his entire confidence we place in you, em¬ 
powering you to aft, according-tf> your own difl 
cretton, in all circumflances that may occur, and 
the better to enable you to accomplifb our inten¬ 
tions, and prevent any difturbance, we have 
thought proper to make a detachment of two 
complex companies uf military, a company of 
arnllery^with four pieces of cannon, and Captain 
i abbay s battalion of Seapoys, who are to aft 
under your orders. This detachment is rep re- 
iented to the Nabob as defigned to reinforce the 
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army at Patna, but it is not our intention, that 


fhall proceed farther than Coffimbazar, 
unless the approach of the Burboom, or other 
ciifaffefted Rajahs, or jemmariars, fhould make 
it neceffiiry to fend them out to oppofe them. 

if the affairs of Patna fhould not ablblutely re- 
tjuire the Colonel’s immediate proceeding there, 
we would have him remain at Moorfhcdabad'til! 
this affair fhall be fettled there, and the govern¬ 
ment put under the regulation propofed. In which 
cafe you will pleafe to forward to Mr. Amyart the 
general inftruftiom of the twenty-fourth anti twen¬ 
ty-fifth, direfted to him and the Colonel, with 
orders to Captain Knox to co-operate with the 
chief of Patna, in the execution of the laid in- 
ft ru£tiorts. When the Colonel proceeds to Patna, 
Major iorke will remain with the command of 
the detachment, and will follow the orders of the 
governor for his further jhfoceedicgs; 

You will be continually advifeo of the news v/e 
may receive, and of any alteration that may hap¬ 
pen here, in order that you may take the neceilb y 
meafures for fending back the detachment, in caie 
any danger fiom abroad fhould threaten the fet- 
dement. 

W —Copy of a Letter from Mr. Van Sittart 
to the Seletft Committee. 

Dated Coffimbazar, 150ft. 1760, 

I Came here by eafy Rages, in order to give 
time for Coflim Aly Cawn, as well as the de¬ 
tachment,/to. arrive before me 

Yefterday evening I reached this place, and this 
morning the Nabob did me the honour of a vifit. 
Alter the firffc ceremonies, he defired a private 
converfation, which he opened by reprefenting 
fl'2 dangerous fituation of affairs at Patna, and 

defiring 
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defiring the Colonel might be.fent back with, all 
poffible expedition. This gave me the opportu¬ 
nity of picturing to him the general weak condi¬ 
tion of his government,•• occafioned not fo much 
by the want of means in the country, as by the 
abufe and evil adminiftration of thole to whom he 
had entrailed the management •, that the Colonel’s 
going to Patna, without: a large fupply of money, 
would be of no ufe ; and that it is not by tempo¬ 
rary remittances of forty or fifty thoufand rupees 
that the prefent confufion can be remedied, or his 
affairs carried on in future, but by lome general 
regulation, which may give more confidence to 
his officers and troops. 1 dei'cribed every thing m 
the worfl: light I could, in hopes that, by magni¬ 
fying his difficulties, 1 might bring him more 
eafily to content to thote meafures which,we have 
refolved on. This feemed to operate in the manner 
3 could wife. He laid more than once, that he 
would gladly follow any advice I fhould propofe 
to him, defired that I would confider the matter 
fully between this and to-morrow evening, and 
promifed on his part to do the fame, and that he 
would then meet me at Moradbaug, and come 
ter fuch determination as I fhall approve, 

Upon the whole, I have great hopes I fhall be- 
able to obtain the propofed advantages for the 
Company. Obtain them, indeed, l will at all 
events ; but 1 hope, and much wilh, to get it 
done without exerting any force. 

P. S. Jnclofed is a letter from Mr. A my art. 
Troubles moft be expefted at Patna, until means 
are found of paying fome money to the Nabob’s 
troops. The Nabob’s not writing himfeff, after 
repeatedly preffing us to do it was very extraor¬ 
dinary •, however, f am not forry at this time to 
have fo (hiking an inftance to urge of the weakness 
andunfteadinds of his prefent government. 

Wa--f he 
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Wa —-Thefollowing is an Extract of Mr,. A ■ 
myatt’j Letter hern mentioned. 

Patna, 4 Oct 17 60, 

' Gentlemen, 

« rpHE Nabob has not wrote to Rsjebul- 
J[ “ lub., and by what Mr. Sykes writes 
u me, he will not till he has feen Colonel Cail- 
“ laud; but, notwitbfbnding this, Rajebullub 
“ is very willing and glad to go to Moarfheda- 
“ bad, and wanted to let out immediately. The 
“ army, hearing this, furrounded his lioule, abu- 
“ fed and uled him ill, feized upon his boats, and 
“ for thele three days pad there has been Inch a 
4 ‘ fcene of ccmfufion 1 cannot exprefs it-, the Sea- 
w poys are no ways under their commander, and 
4 ‘ do almoit what they pleafe. And this fcene is 
4 ‘ likely to continue, and probably may end in 
“ Rajebullub’s being cut off, or feme difattei 
upon the city. Nothing but the fear of our 
“ army prevents it; for a"trifle will ftir them up 
“ to rafhnefs } however, they have obliged him 
“ to (wear he will not go, till money or Coffiui 
“ Aly Cawn comes; indeed, they w ill not let him 
** go, and ufe him moil excefhvdy ill,” 

X— Copy of a Letter from Mr. Van Sittart 
and Colonel Caillkucl to the Select Com¬ 
mittee. 

Dated Moradbaug, 21 Oft. 1760. 

Gentlemen, 

T HE governor wrote you yeilerday of the af¬ 
fairs here being fettled to the Company’s 
advantage. We Hull now have the honour to 
acquaint you with the ftejps by which we advanced 
to this point of fuecefs. ’ The 
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The Nabob’s viik to the Governor at Cofiim- 
bazar the Fifteenth of the month, as well as that 
we paid him the next day in return, paired only 
in general converfation. The eighteenth, he 
came here to talk upon bufinefs. In order to 
give him a clear and full view cf the bad ma¬ 
nagement of his minillers, by which his own af¬ 
fairs as well as the Company’s are reduced to 
fo dangerous a ftace, and the inhabitants in ge¬ 
neral to want and rnifery, we had prepared three 
letters, which after a fliort and friendly intro- 
dudion, the Governor delivered to him, and of 
which tranflations are hereunto annexed under. 
No. I, II, and III. 

The Nabob teemed much affeded by the per;;- 
fal of the letters, but endeavoured more to put 
an end to the conference, than to propole a re¬ 
medy to the evils. We however prevailed on 
lum to fend for his dinner to Moradbaug, arid in 
a manner infilled on his coming to (orne deter¬ 
mination for the immediate reform of his govern¬ 
ment. At length, he confelfed himielf thro’age 
and grief incapable alone of llruggling againit fo 
many difficulties, and defired he might have, time 
to confult with his friends. We told him, the 
men, with whom he had lately advifed, were not 
his friends, but his greateft enemies ; that his re¬ 
turning again, in the midft of them, would only 
be the means of augmenting his difficulties ; that 
he had much better take the afliftanceof one from 
among his relations, on whole attachment and 
fidelity he might more fafely rely. He named 
five or fix, and among them Coffinn Aly Cawn •, 
we a iked him, which of that number was moil 
fit to aflift him in his prefent exigencies ? Hq 
replied, without any hefitation, that Coflim Aly 
Cawn was the moil proper, Nevertheiefs it was 
with the utmofl; difficulty we could prevail on 

hirq 


<SL 


Mative to the Dijlurbmces in Bengal. 45 

him to fend for him, and fo very late, that be¬ 
fore Coffim Aly Cawn could arrive, the old Na¬ 
bob was fo extremely fatigued, and in fuch a 
Bate of anxiety, that we could not refufe his re¬ 
turn home to take his reft. We were convinced, 
Indeed, that it would be to no purpofe to keep 
him j for fuch was the jealoufy he difcovered with 
regard to Coffim Aly Cawn, that we faw he ne¬ 
ver would confent, without fome fort of force, to 
give the other the means of reftoring Order to his 
affairs. An hour or two after the Nabob’s de¬ 
parture, Coffim Aly Cawn arrived, and feemed 
to be extremely apprehensive, that the Nabob, 
inftead of trufting him with the management of' 
his affairs, would endeavour, by fome means_ or 
other, to get rid of him. We agreed therefore 
in opinion with him, that he fhould nofi go to the 
Nabob’s houfe, until meafures were tiken for his 
Security. We refolved, however, to give the 
Nabob the next day (the nineteenth) to reflect 
upon the letters beforementioned, in hopes, that 
he would propofe fome means of regulation. We 
heard nothing from him ail day, but found by 
our intelligence, that he had been in council with 
his old advifers, Keeniran, Moonilaul and Che- 
con, whofe advice, we were fure, would be con ¬ 
trary to the welfare of the country in general^ 
and that of the Company in particular. We de¬ 
termined, therefore, to add immediately upon the 
Nabob’s fears. There could not be a better op¬ 
portunity than the night of the nineteenth af¬ 
forded, it being the conclufion of the Gentoo 
feaft, when all the principal people of that caft 
would be pretty well fatigued with their ceremo¬ 
nies. We determined, therefore, tiiat Co:oner 
Caiilaud with the two companies of Military and 
fix companies of Seapoys fhould crofs the river, 
between three and four in the morning, and hav- 
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ving joined Coffim Aly C awn and his people, 
iMfch to the Nabob’s palace, and iurrourfd it juft 
at day-break, being extremely dellrous to pre¬ 
vent any difturbance, or blood filed, T'he Gover¬ 
nor wrote a letter to the Nabob, (the tranflatioh 
of which is annexed, No. IV.) and ddivered it to 
the Colonel to fend it to hirn, at Inch time, as he 
Should think molt expedient. Meafures were at 
the fame time taken, for feizing the perfons of Kee- 
niram, Moonilaul, and Checon, our intention be¬ 
ing only to remove thofe three unworthy mini- 
iters, and place Coffim Aly Caw tv in the full 
management of all the affairs, in quality of de¬ 
puty and lucceffor to the Nabob. The Governor 
remained at Moradbaug, in reachnefs to pay a 
vifit of congratulation to the Durbar, as loon as 
the point fhould be fettled. 

The necefifary preparations- being accordingly 
made, with all the care and fecrecy imaginable, 
the Colonel embarked with the troops, joined 
Coffim Aly Cawn, without the leaffc alarm, and 
marched into the court-yard of the palace, juft 
at the proper inftant. The gates of the inner 
court being ffiut, the Colonel formed his men 
without, and fent the Governor’s letter to the 
Nabob, who was at fifth in a great rage, and 
long threatened he would make what refinance 
he could, and take his fate. The Colonel for* 
bore ail hoftilities, and feveral rnelfages paffed by 
the means of Mr. Mailings and Mr. Lufhington, 
whofe Cervices on this occalion deferve norice. The 
affair remained in this doubtful ftate about two 
hours, when the Nabob finding his peril (ting was 
to no purpofe, lent a meffage to Coffim Aly Cawn, 
informing him, he was ready to fend him the 
teals, and all the enligns of dignity, and to order 
the Nabit to be (tuck up in his name, provided 
he would agree, to take the whole charge of the 

govern* 
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government upon him, to difc barge all the ar¬ 
rears due to the troops, to pay the. tribal revendfes 
to the king, to fave his life and honour, and to 
give him an allowance fufficieat for his mainte¬ 
nance. All tilde conditions being agreed to, 
Coffina Aly Cawn was proclaimed, and the old 
Nabob came out to the Colonel, declaring, that 
he depended on him for his life ; and the troops 
then took poffeflion of all the gates, and notice 
■was fent to the Governor, who came immediate¬ 
ly, and the old Nabob met him in the gate-way, 
afleing if his perfon was lafe, which feemed now 
to be all his concern. The Governor told him, 
not only bis perfon was fafe, but his government 
too if he picafed, of which it never was intended 
to deprive him. The Nabob snfwered, that he 
bad no more bufinefs at the city, that lie. fhould 
be in continual clanger from Coffins Aly Cawn, 
and that if he was permitted to go and live at 
Calcutta, he Ihould be extremely happy and con¬ 
tented. Though we could not help lamenting his 
fudden fall, we were not forry for this propofai, 
as the affairs will doubtlefs be better managed 
without him, and the advantages ftipulated for 
the Company be obtained without rhe leaf! diffi¬ 
culty or delay. Coifim Aly Cawn was accord¬ 
ingly feated on the throne, and we paid him out- 
congratulations in the ul'ual form. All the Jem- 
rnaders, merchants and others, refiding in the 
city, came immediately, and made their acknow¬ 
ledgments to the new Subah, and in the evening ' 
every thing was as perfectly quiet as if there had 
been no change. The people in genera! feem 
much pieafed with this revolution, and we are 
particularly happy in its having been brought 
about, without the leaft difturbance in the town, 
or a drop of blood fpilt. 
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The advantages to the Company are. great in ¬ 
deed, ThePhirmauns for the countries of Burd- 
wan, Midrupoor, and Chittagong, we fhall re¬ 
ceive immediately, as well as that for half of the 
C’hunam produced at Sillet. A very feme order 
has already been lifted, forbidding all the Ihroffs 
and merchants to vefuie the Calcutta S.iccas, or to 
afk any Batta on them. A Ripply of money will 
be fent with the Colonel for the payment of the 
troops at Patna, and we have even feme hopes of 
obtaining a prelent of three or four lacks befides, 
to fend down to Calcutta to help out the Com¬ 
pany in their prelent occafions there, and at Ma- 
drafs. The former ballan.ee is to be paid month¬ 
ly to the old Nabob’s Kipbundy. 

We are the more pleafed with this fortunate 
event at this time, when the approach of peace 
in Europe gives us reafon to fear the other Eu¬ 
ropean nations will find leifofe to dilturb us here. 
We (hall have now ftrong refources within our-* 
felves, and an ally whofe attachment to the Com¬ 
pany may be depended on. The old Nabob 
couid by no means be relied on for Rich an occa- 
fipn. Both his means and defire of fupporting us 
were, very uncertain, as his behaviour in the Dutch 
troubles evinced. 

1 he old Nabob did not think hirnfelf fife even 
for one night in the city. Coffirn .Aly Cawn fup- 
plied him with boats, and gave him leave to take 
away as many of his women as he defired, and a 
realisable quantity of cloatbs and jewels. We 
furniihed him with a ftrong efcort of Europeans 
and Seapoys, and intended to lodge him at *Hee -- 
rogeel ; but he would not truft hirnfelf there, and 
begged he might lleep in his boats dole to Mo- 
rad bang, which he did accordingly. We (hall 
take care, that Coflim Aly Cawn provides every¬ 
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thing'that-is coavcnicnt and handfome ibr him- 
felf spd h.is womcu, and fettle upon him a fof- 
ficient allowance % : his maintenance, aud. then 
difpatch him with a throng.effort to' Calcutta. You 
Will pleafe to provide: two houies for his reception; 
there are two. belonging: to. Subiram Byfauc and • 
Raufbery Sect, whk h,t t he Royroyan occupied when 
he was at Calcuttaif thele .can; be .got, we judge 
they will anfw.er very well. 

His legitimate wife, called the Begum, tba 050- 
thf t, of the, deGeafed. Ch it t.a Nabob, and of .Coilim 
ijtly Cawn’s , wife, refukd to accompany the old 
Nabob, with whom, (be. fays, (lie has not. been 
in, good harmony for a long time paft, that fhe 
is very glad the government is put into iuch good 
hands, and that fhe Ihall live much happier with 
her daughter and ibn-ipdaw. 

. Rhe old Nabob is now pretty eafy, and. feerrnb 
#0 •!?©.reconciled.to- tjre jofs of a power, which he 
owns tp have beep rather a burthen than aplea- 
fp.ee* and top much for his, abilities to manage * 
Is nee thprdeath. of his ton , and the enjoyment of. 
th.e roftof .his days in fecunty, under the Engfifh. 
protsedon, : ftorps to be, the chief dbjedfc of his 
whites, , ; f, . , ■ ( , 0 ■ ,b * ■ 

Y—~—No. L Traxjfatk# an Addrefo pre- 

Jhtfcd: to th- Nsktib Jafltet Aly Cawn, /;>’ 

J the < Governor.. 

<: Dated 18 Gel. ty 60. 

S /H.EN 1 was at. Madras, Colonel Give 
; frequently.wrote to me upon the Hate of 
airs of this country, and told me, that 
whenever he quitted this country to return to 
Europe, he would, procure my appointment to, 
the government, j he friendlhip and connections 
between your Excellency and the Colonel are well 
, , • E known 




known to me, and 1 hoped to ha 'e found all af¬ 
fairs carried on entirely according to the treaty*, 
bur. what 1 obierved upon my arrival, I fhaU now 
lay before you particularly. 

T. The Engtifh forces, who are employed in 
your femce, arid in the fupport of your govern¬ 
ment at Patna, are kept without their pay. 

II. The forces of the government, who are fta- 
tioned in thole parts, are difcontented and difaf- 
fedted to the fervice for want of their pay. 

III. The Seapoys of Moorfhedabad had fur- 
rounded your palace, in a tumultuous manner* 
for the arrears of their pay, and endangered your 
life r> how deeply I was affedted cannot be ex- 
preffed; G o 0 is witnefs what I felt on that 
©ccafion. 

j, IV. I plainly perceived, that the minifters of 
'this court, from their covetous and bafe difpofi- 
tions, had let afide all juitice, were plundering 
the poor without caufe, and doing what they 
pleafed, not even with-holding their hands from 
the lives of the people, deftroying the fubjedts, 
and bringing ruin and delegation on the country. 

V. The fcarcity of provifions, &c. is f© great 
as was never before known in .this country, inib- 
much that the people of all degrees are in the 
greatell dtftrefs. This can be owing to no other 
caule but the bad management of your miniffcers. 

VI. Formerly, at the defire of the Eng! iff, 
Company, a mint was eftablilhed in Calcutta,, 
and it was your order, that the Siccas of Cal¬ 
cutta, of .the fame weight and fioenefs as the Sic ■ 
cas of Moorfhedabad, fhould pafs for equal va¬ 
lue. Notwithftanding your Perwanah for the 
enforcing this grant, the officers of the pro¬ 
vinces have not differed them to pafs, but, con¬ 
trary to your order, require and infill on a Batta 
m die Siccas. 

VIL The » 
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Vll. The war with the Shahzada Pill,conti¬ 
nues, notwithflanding the iums expended, and 
the endeavours of the Engliffi forces This af¬ 
fair is yet no nearer to a condufion than the firft 
day. Excepting the fort of Patna, no part of 
the Bahar province remains in your poQeffion. 
All the lands and Villages are in a ftatc of ruin, 
and the Zemindars in every place are ready to 
join the Shahzada’s army, as appears from the 
letter to me to this purpofe from Beerboom. 
From thefe cirtumftances it evidently appears to 
me, that all thefe difficulties came to pais after 
the death of your fon, the late Chuta Nabob. 
From which time, the minilters of your govern* 
ment, regarding only their own intereft, negledfc 
the good of the country, and the welfare of your 
fubjeets, and employ themfeives in oppreffing the 
poor, in rapine, violence, injustice, and iniqui¬ 
ty. When I few the affairs of the Sircar in the 
hands of fuch faithlefs and unworthy men, and 
every thing tending ftill further to ruin, 1 lifted 
up my eyes to heaven, and bewailed my Strange 
fate, that Providence fhould fend me into this 
country at fuch a rime, and in the midft of fuch 
calamities, when the dignity of the Nabob, the 
reputation of the Company, and the profperity 
of the country are aim of! expired. After long 
con fide ration, 1 concluded, chat i would males 
one vigorous trial immediately to remedy all thefe 
evils, hoping by God’s affiffance to furmount all 
difficulties. For this reaion, I am come with 
great joy into your prefence, and am happy in 
paying you my rcipe&s. 
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Ya-No. II. Transition of an Addrefspre- 

fented to Nabob jsifier Aly Cawn, by 
the Governor. 

'Dared iS Oct. 1760. 

T HE minifters that are about your perfon, 
and who tranfaft your bufinefe, are people 
that are wavering and changing in toeir councrs 
as is evident from the Per wan ah you frequently 
feat me, complaining • of the bad conduct ana 
wicked intention# of Mahrajah Rajcibvillub, u*** 
lifting upon his being recalled by feme means 
or other. The Colonel, confidering the fixation 
of affairs at that time, 1 recommended Kajebullub 
to you; and you font me a copy of nis recorn-, 
inundation in a letter, which you did me the ho¬ 
nour to write to me* and laid, you was Surpris¬ 
ed, that the Colonel would recommend a man io 
very unfit: for every bufintfs. i ou auo lent Tnc 
word by the Nabob Meer Mahomed Coiiirn Cawu* 
and the Royroyan, that the bufinefs ot the nnoit 
confequence was to get: Rajebuilub down rrom 
Patna; I therefore, agreeably to your delire, 
wrote to Mr. Amyatt to fend him down. Goi> 
only knows what• counlei your minifters gave, tua* 
the Ferwanah was deferred being lent; but that 
is the true caufe of the troubles now at Patna* 
it is a known maxim, that a government, where 
theeounfels change every day, cannot be well re¬ 
gulated. V ) 

Yb—No*. HI. Tranjlation of a Letter prefinf- 
ed to the Nabob Jaffier Aly Cawn, by the 
Governor. 

Dated iS 0 £L 1760. 

T HE important affairs, for the regulation of 
which 1 have waited Upon you, are iubmit- 

red 
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ted to your cc.Tifide.ration,, In a feparate addreis 
containing (even articles. Now that I am here, 
this is the time for opening the door of the diffi¬ 
culties therein mentioned, which .is.only to be ef¬ 
fected by the key of your enlightened wilckw. 
If this opportunity be loft, another will hardly 
occur, when we can meet together fo conveni¬ 
ently. Befides the particulars, which I !vr/e ta¬ 
ken notice of, and tin: payment of .the arrears due 
to the Englilh troops, and thole of the Sircar, it 
is neceflary to make a large provifion for future 
exigencies. You have already, given in. pledge 
jewels for a large amount to, bediicharged by dif¬ 
ferent payments, agreed and ligned to in your 
hand. How this fum is to be paid, unlefs tire 
country is fettled, I do not perceive. The pay 
allowed for the Englifh army has been limitted to 
a. lack of .rupees, per month. As the ditlurbances 
jn the country have irtcreafed every day 9 for that 
reafoo .large (urns have been expended in bringing 
ioldiers from Europe and Madras, and in railing 
Seapoys, On this account, a lack of rupees is by 
no means fuificient. Let your Excellency duly 
refled, that your own Seapoys, in the dine of 
extremity, preferring their own ijfety, have join¬ 
ed with the forces of the enemy 9 and the Englifh 
forces, devoted entirely "to your fervice, and the 
cteftrudion of your enemies, never were guilty of 
fuch a condud, nor ever will be i and by the 
blefiing of God wherever the Egglifh fhrndard 
has been fixed,.they have always proved victorious. 
Upon this account, it is by no means becoming 
your wifdom to negleft fitch brave men, or to 
deny them their due rewards, k is neceflary, 
that for this buftnefs. your Excellency grant,the 
Englifh Company certain lands Efficient for tlat 
pay of the troops, the expences of the artillery, 
and the provifion of - ftor.es, 8{c, that without any 
E 3 trouble 
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trouble to yourfelf all thefe charges may be de¬ 
frayed from the produce of thofe lands, and ow 
arms always ready to be employed in your for- 
vice •, otherwife I rnul’t fuhtr.it to neceffi ty. My 
concern for my own honour will not.luffer me to 
be unmoved at the Company’s loft., but I mult 
feek l'ofpe expedients for promoting the incereff® 
of the Company, and removing the evils they are 
oppreffed with, and thofe expedients niuft be 
adopted. But if your affiiftion for the death of 
your fon has taken, that hold upon your mind, 
that you cannot attend to the remedying of foci* 
great difficulties, it is proper, that you appoint 
tome capable perfon, from among your children, 
in the place and dignity of your laid fon the Nabob 
Nafuvool-moolk, who may take charge of all 
thofe affairs, regulate the bufmds of the country, 
and remove all thefe difficulties, that your Ex¬ 
cellency, freed from all the troubles and fatigues 
of the traniaftions, tnay remain without care and 
tweafinefs, and the Ihadovv of your protection 
overfpread the whole. 

Ye—Na. IV. Tran flat ten of a letter from thp 
Governor to the Nabob. 

Pared rg Oft. at Night. 

I Have been wainng'all this day in expeftation, 
that you would have fettled feme of the weigh¬ 
ty and urgent affairs, upon which I yeflerday con¬ 
ferred with you, and that you would have ac¬ 
quainted me with your determination * but you 
have not favoured me with any anfwer concern¬ 
ing them. From hence it plainly appears, that 
as long as thofe evil counfellors remain about 
your perfon, whatfoever I may reprefent to you, 
for your profperity and welfare, and the good of 
the country, will have no effeft. The folly of 
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thoic people will loon deprive you of your govern* 
merit, and prove the ruin iikewife of the Compa¬ 
ny's affairs. I have judged it improper, «nut lucli 
evils and diigrace livouid be brought upon us foi 
the fake of two or th.ce men* For this reafon, I 
have fent Colonel Caillaud with forces to watt up¬ 
on you. When the faki Colonel arrives* he will 
expel chofe bad councilors,.. and place your afiaii s 
in a proper ftate. I will fhortly follow. .Let not 
your Excellency be under any apprehenfions, but 
chearfully receive the Colonel, and give orders to 
your men that they commit no diilurbances, not 
raiie tumults in the city. I folemnly declare, . that 
I have no other view but your good and welfare. 
Look upon me as your ftncete wsdl-wilher, and 
remain fatisfied. 

Z —Extra# of a Letter from Mr , Van Sittart 
to Mr . Ellis. 

Moradbaug, aa'Ctt 1.760. 

T H E old Nabob fit out this morning for Cal¬ 
cutta* efcorted by a company of Europeans, 
and one of Seapoys, under the command ot Cap¬ 
tain Robertfon. I mentioned, in my letter laft 
night, that he would be glad to remain at Chit- 
pour, until the houfes are repaired for his recep¬ 
tion. You will pleafe to fend two of the gentle¬ 
men to meet him at the French Gardens, and in 
every way receive hirn with a decent refpe£t. _ ii® 
took his leave with great chearfulnefs, and, I be¬ 
lieve, the days of his eafe will do him more ho¬ 
nour than thofe of his power, and that he will be 
much happier ; for it ftiall be my particular care, 
that he wants for nothing. Every thing is petfefl- 
iy quiet here ; l am waiting to get the Sunnuds, 
to fee how the young Nabob goes on, and to gi ve 
him a few ufeful indraft ions for his guidance. In, 
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four or five days I hope every thing wilt be cbm* 
pleat, and that I (half, .beleering out for Calcutta 
with a reinforcement for your treafury, fuch as 
will enable us to fend a fijpply to Madras, and to 
■keep our mveftnieat jogging on here. 

A i— Extrasi of a Letter from ATr. Van Sittart 
to Mr. Ellis, 

Moradbaug, 23 Oft. 1760. 

••in'Very thing remains perfeftly quiet, and- the 
,,£ 1 / ftew Nabob does not fpare pains to get the 
affairs regulated. He will have no eafy ■ tafie'ef 
it. The balance due to the Scapoys is immenfe; 
money found in the treafury. none, only gold-and 
filver plate to the amount of two or three lacks, 
which is ordered, to be coined * and the old Na- 
■;bob’s Mattafuddies pretend, that the balance due. 
from them is trifling, that the Nabob Spent every 
thing as faff a s it came in, but they do not know 
how. It was high time for a reform indeed * £ 
do not think it would have been poffibie for the 
old Nabob to have favedhimfdf from being mur- 
thered., or the city from plunder another month* 
i have engaged juggutlew’s advice and affiftance, 
and will fee the Colonel chfpatched with a. Itipply 
•of money to Patna, and,all other affairs reduced 
to a fyftem of prudence and ©economy before I 
ftir from hence. *• . 

Ai.a .~—--ExtraSi of a Letter from Mr. Van 
Sittart and Colonel Caillaud to the Select 
Committee. • 

Moradbaug, 240ft. 1760. 

XT' Very thing remains perfeftly ' quiet. The new 
a Nabob applies with• great • diligence to the 
regulation of his,affairs, and behaves lb as to gain 

the 
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the affe&ion of. .the.people. • ..We went .yefterday 
to the Durbar, when he acquainted us, that he 
had found i ll the trcafury, of ready money, only 
forty or fifty thoufand rupees, and about the va¬ 
lue of three lacks in gold and fiiver plate, which, 
fie has ordered to be coined. Keeniram, Moom- 
laul, and Checon, the principal managers in the 
late adminiftraeion, pretend likewife, that the 
ballances due from.them are trifling. The Na¬ 
bob, however, hopes to oblige them to. make 
further difcoveiks, and, in the' .mean tittle, is 
endeavouring, with the afliftance of JugguUeet, 
together with the mfua! prelents, advances upon 
:;he rents, &c. to raife .Sufficient to pay off fuch 
a proportion of the arrears, as will fat'.sry the 
troops at Patna and here, as well as enable him 
to give the Company fuch an afliftance as is men¬ 
tioned in our laft letter, by way of acknowledg¬ 
ment, for .their iervices." The Sunnuds, for .the 
new diftrifts, will be made out upon the. arrival 
of Royroyan, who is expe&ed from Ambor m 
three or four days. 

&i.b— Extract of a Letter from Mr, Van 
Smart and Colonel Caittaudi to the Select 
Committee. 

Moradbaog, 3 Nov. 17&0, 

'■pHE difficulty the Nabob has. met with in 
i. railing the fums wanted for the Supply of 
the troops here and at Patna,- has been .the, occa¬ 
sion of his deferring the Colonel’s dispatch till 
to-morrow evening. 

He will carry with him in bills and money level* 
lacks of rupees, of which two are-for the h.ngiiSh 
army, and two far the Nabob's. 

The Nabob having given the Company the 
Pcrwanahs for the diftrifts of Burdwan, Midna- 

poor. 
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poor, and Chittagong from the tenth of October.,, 
the allowance of one lack per month, ftipukted 
to be paid by the Nabob for the expences of the 
army in the field mdft be reckoned from the iirft 
of December 9 750 , to the thirtieth of September 
1760, being ten months, or ten Jacks of rupees, 
of which nine and a half lacks have been paid, 
including the two lacks beforementioned; the re¬ 
maining'half lack the Nabob will remic to the 
Colonel. 

This done, all the future demands of the army 
muft be fupplied by the Company. We have en¬ 
gaged Juggutfeet to take all opportunities that 
may offer, of advancing money at Patna, to..re¬ 
ceive It again at Calcutta, .for a premium of two 
per Cent. 

The Colonel will do all that he poffibly can, con- 
fiftendy with the good of the fervice, to make the 
expences of the army light. Indeed, it is not only 
with this view, but for many other Urgent confide- 
rations, much to be wifijed, that an end could be 
put to the war with the Shahzada.We might almoft 
fay. that it is abfolutely neceffary, for the pay of 
the troops in the armies of the late Chuta Nabob, 
and of Ramnarain, amount to fo immerde a fum 
monthly, that the revenues of the three provinces 
would fcarce be fufficient; fully to anfwer it. Not- 
withftanding therefore, the fum now fent by the 
Nabob, and all the future Supplies, he may be 
able to furnifh, the arrears can never be paid of?, 
but, on the contrary, muft continue growing. 

For a diforder fo defpe'rate, what remedy is to 
be found ? The moft we can hope is, to palliate 
and prevent its increafe, and endeavour, in the 
mean time, to bring our bufmefs to a conclulion. 
The Colonel, upon His arrival at Patna, will im¬ 
mediately take the field, and feek the Shahzada, 
to oblige him, either to come to terms of accom¬ 
modation. 
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modation, or venture a battle. With regard to 
the reduction of the Nabob’s troops, the Colonel 
will take fuch meafores, upon his arrival, as he 
fhail judge moll eligible. 

Ai>c —Copy of a Letter from the Select Com¬ 
mittee (Mef. Ellis, Sumner, arid M*<5wiro)' 
to Mr. Van Si ttart and Colonel Caillaud. 

Dated 24. Oct. 1760., 

W E have been honoured ■ with, your favour 
of the tWentyi.fiHI, and one from the. 
frefident of the twentieth inftant by which w« 
have been informed of the great fuccefs that has 
attended your operations. We molt heartily con¬ 
gratulate you on your having amply effected the 
intended purpofes without the effufion of blood 
or any dilturbance, and are highly pleated to istnd 
the Nabob fo well reconciled to his prefent fitua- 
tion. We doubt not, but what has been fo well 
begun, will be concluded for the benefit; afnd ad¬ 
vantage of the Company, and that the affairs Of 
the. government will in future be put on a fecure 
and proper footing. 

We have given the necefTary directions for the 
reception and accommodation of the old Nabob, 
whenever he arrives at Calcutta. 

A few days, we flatter ourfelves, will bring 
this matter to a conclufion, and that we fliall 
very shortly have the pleafure of the Governor’s 
prdsnee with us. 


A 1 ,d «—“’Copy 
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Ai,d—— Copy cf a Letter from Mr, Ellis t* 
Mr. Van Sittart. 

Dated 24 OCt. 1760. 

f. , . 1 ft if! f\ 

I Had the honour to addrefs you lift nighty and 
this evening was favoured with. your’s ot the 
twenty -firth ihftaat, inclofing a letter to the Com* 
mittee. 1 moft heartily congratulate you on the 
fuccefs of your negotiations, but mdfti at the 
fame time lament the necdlky you have been 
under of depoting the old Nabob. Directions are 
given to prepare the two houfes you mentioned 
for his reception, ‘and in cafe he fhould arrive 
before they are put in proper order, Mr. Sum ¬ 
ner will accommodate him for a day or two at 
Chilporc. ■ 

Ai.c- of a Letter from Mv Ellis 

to Mr. Van Sit$.irt. 

25 Oct. .1760* 

I T is with much pleafure, 1 hear of the tranquil¬ 
lity that reigns in the city > luch a revolution 
with fo little difturbance fcarce ever happened, and 
•J dare fry. Sir, there will be nothing wanting, on 
your part, to place this tranquillity on a lalting 
and folid foundation. 

JJi.- Copy of. Mr. VerelftY Minute of the 

eighth of November,, fo ’which Mr. Smyth 
aJJented. 

M R. Verelft begs leave to obferve, that the 
board has been till now kept entirely ig¬ 
norant of the proceedings of the Select Commit¬ 
tee relating to the prehnt revolution, and their 
'motives for it, he therefore cannot pretend to 

judge, 
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judge, how. far fuel, a ftep was necefiary, buc, 
tfejinks, -.that, in an affair of fuch immediate con- 
Sequence to the Company 1 !) eftates .in rhefe parts, 
the moft mature consideration of the whole board 
Should have been firft, had ; that a treaty executed 
in the moftfolemn manner fubfiited between Meet' 
Jaffi.ee and U% .the trioft faithful adherence to 
which, as well as all other our engagements, has 
preferved that influence and power we have main ¬ 
tained ever lin.ee the recapture of Calcutta} a 
fteadinefs to which treaty, made the British ad¬ 
mired, nay even courted by every prince through¬ 
out theft provinces,: and has ever been fatal to the 
Prince apparent of the Empire, and many other 
disturbers, who have hitherto weakly endeavoured 
to engage us to break through thofe Solemn ties 
we were fworn to. As this hidden change mule 
alarm everyone to find us lb unexpectedly break¬ 
ing through fill our engagements, which were lo> 
publick, reputable, and to the honour of the na¬ 
tion, he cannot be blamed as a member of the 
board for expreffiog. his di.iladsfaft.lon at being 
made a cypher of in So critical a concern. 

Regarding thrfe objections, 'as chiefly to have 
proceeded from thofe gentlemen not being fully 
acquainted with, the motives of the Select Com* 
n iittee’s refolnfions, the Prefideht only made the 
following reply. 

Cl .—Copy of Mr. V-an SittartV Reply to the. 
foregoing Minute. 

T HE President begs leave to remark upon 
the foregoing mimue, that though Mr. 
Verellt and Mr. Smyth might, without;the lead, 
prefumption, think, that they and the reft of the 
gentlemen of the council ought to have been codr 
fulled, upon an affair of So much importance, 

before 
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before it was carried into execution, yet thetP 
venturing to condemn or approve, before they 
know the nature of the engagements entered into* 
the reatbes why, or the manner in which t he whole 
was -conduced. Teems rather premature, dpedally 
as they will have an opportunity of foToon mak¬ 
ing thernfelves competent judges, the whole be¬ 
ing now ordered to be laid before the board, as 
mentioned in the former part of their minute. 

The reafon, why the whole council was not 
before informed, was, that it was an affair that 
absolutely required fecrecy, and it is expfelly for 
the eoncluA of fuch affairs, that the Court of 
Directors has thought proper to appoint a Seleft 
Committee. 'To the fecrecy, which was obierv- 
ed, may, in great mealitre, be attributed the 
fpeedy and eafy fuceefs which attended the exe* 
cuppa, and the preventing all difturbance and 
lofs of blood. 

Dh- Copy of a Memorial on the SuhjeB of 

the Revolution in the Bengal Government , in 
the Tear 1760. 

T HE Nabob jafler Aly Cawn was of a tem¬ 
per extremely tyrannical and avaritious, and 
at the fame time very indolent $ and the people 
about him being either abjett flaves and flatterers, 
or elfe the bafe imltruments of his vices, there was 
no chance of having the affairs of the government 
properly conduced, but by their removal. He at¬ 
tributed ail the ill fuceefs of his affairs to imagi ¬ 
nary plots and contrivances, and facrificed lives 
without mercy to the excefs of his jealoufy. Mum- 
berlefs are the inftances of men of all degrees, 
whofe blood he fpilt without the leak ufligaccl 
reafon. To learn the names and drcumflances 
of all thefe fufferers would be a work of time, 

but 
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but fome of the molt Itrlkicg examples are thefe 
following. . 

Cqja Haddee, the firft Buxy, firlt bamfhed for 
a pretended confpiracy again ft the Nabob’s life, 
and afterwards cut off at Shabad in his march out 
of the’ province. 

Meer'Cazmi, the fecond Busy, invited by the 
Chuta Nabob to his houfc, and, after having Re¬ 
ceived from him onul'ual marks or aifefiion, 
aflafTmated at the gates of the palace. 

Abdal Ohab Cawn murdered at the Rurrina,- 
in the month of March 1760, by fome of the 
Hirearahs belonging to Checon, who way-laid, 
him for that purpoie, by the Nabob’s orders. 

Ylr Mahmud,'formerly in. great favour with 
the Nabob .Serajah Dowla, ami fince Drogaof the 
Emarut, fiain in the pretence of the Chuta Nabob, 
in the month of April 1760. 

Gaffeeta Begum, widow of the Nabob Shahl* 
mut Jung. fC'lr-Y■ 

Emma Begum, mother to the Nabob Serajah 
Dowla. 

Murada Dowla, the Ion of Pikifha Cou'i Cawn, 
adopted by Shahimut Jung. 

Lutfen Niffa Begum, widow of the Nabob Se- 
rajah Dowla. 

Her infant daughter by Serajah Dowla. 

The five unhappy fufterers, mentioned laft* 
periled all in one night at Dacca, about the 
month of June 1760, where they had been de¬ 
tained priioners, fince the acceffion of Jailer 
Aly Cawn to the government. A Penvana was 
lent to Jefsarut Cawn, the Nabob of Dacca, 
to put to death all the farvivors of the. family of 
the Nabobs, Aliverde Cawn, .Shahatnut Jung, 
and Serajah Dowla •, but, upon his declining to 
obey i'o cruel an order, the mdlenger, who had 

private 
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jiriv^te jnftruilians to execute this tragedy, ia. 
cafe of the other’s refufal, took them from rhe : 
place of their confinement, carried them out at 
midnight upon the river, and maffacred and 
drowned them, with about ieventy woman of in-.: 
feriot note, and attendants. V/hat became, of 
Aliverdi. Citwn’s widow, is uncertain, it being re¬ 
ported by. many, tha.. die efeaped the fate of the 
reft oi her family. 

Executions of this kind had made the Nabob 
the dread, or the deteftation of all good mbn, 
and fee necdlarily became a prey, tp people .of 
mean, extradition arid, abjedt diipofifions, who 
knowing, .that a government fo managed'could 
not flrand long, fought only to make chemfclves 
rich by opprdfions of all forts upon the country, 
and inhabitants. To the heavy taxes, laid by 
them on the markets, is afcribed the prefeat, un,~ 
ttfaal icarcity add dearneis of proviftoos at the 
city, the capital of a.country ooce^efteemfid the 
©oft plentiful' in the world. The pecfcav who 
have had the chief fit are in this bad managerrieni, 
are Keenerarn, Monilol, and Checon, all of low 
births and the two firft the menial iervants of 
Jatfier Aly'Cawn, before he came to the Suba- 
fbups Thefe managed fo as to engage him con¬ 
tinually in idle or vicious am elements,- keeping 
him, by that means, in utter ignorance of his 
affairs, and in a ftate of indifference as to their- 
fuccefs. No money came into his treafory, at the 
fame time nothing was paid to his. array, info- 
much that his troops mutinied, and furroundcd 
his palace, in a tumultuous manner, threatening 
to take away his life, which they would certainly 
have done, had not his fon-in-law, the prdeat 
Nabob Cofiim Aly Cawn, become infwerable, 
and paid them a very large funn out of his own 
treafury. This happened laft June, and if the 

imminent 
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imminent danger, with which his perfon was 
threatened, on this occasion, awakened him fur 
a moment, nofooner was it removed again to a 
diitancc than he fell back into the lethargy, which 
had fo long pqfleffed him. The fame unworthy 
mjnifters remained (fill his only counfellors, and 
continued in the management of his affairs to the 
laft day of his adrfeiniftfation, which he left in fo 
confyfed and impoveiilhed a jftate, that, in all 
human appearance, another month Goulet hardly 
have run through, before he would have been 
cat. off by his own Seapoys, and the city have 
become a feene of plunder and diforder, the Na¬ 
bob having made no farther provifion for the 
payment of the arrears due to his people, after 
Coffirn Aly Cawn had freed Turn from his former 
extremity. This danger he could not but fore- 
fee, and more than once declared his apprehen- 
lions of it, yet had not the power to exert the 
neceflary means for preventing it, but funk the 
deeper into dejection. 

Bdkk$ this inteftine clanger, to which the go¬ 
vernment was expofed, two armies were in the 
field, and waiting .only the’ fair wither to ad¬ 
vance; the Shahzada towards Fatna, and the 
Beerboom Rajah towards Moc.rlhedabad the ca¬ 
pital. The Rajahs of Billl-npoor, Ranlgur, and 
the other countries bordering upon the mountains, 
were ready to (hake off their dependence, and 
had offered confiderable’ fupplies to the Beerboom 
Rajah. The Rajah of Curruckpoor had commit¬ 
ted open hofliliries, and taken pofleflion of all the 
country about Banglepoor, which entirely flopped 
the communication between the two provinces on. 
that fide of the river. In a word, the whole. 
■ country icemed quite ripe for an univerfal revolt, 
thole parts only excepted, whole natural weaknefs 
or neighbourhood with the city, intimidated them 
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from taking up arms. To encounter all thefe'diffi¬ 
culties there was nothing but troops without pay, 
from whom therefore no great efforts could be 
expedited . Of this a very recent in dance occurs 
in the detachment, which was ordered againft the 
Beerboom Rajah three months before the Nabob’s 
abdication, but never advanced more than three 
cofs from the city, in which fituacion they con¬ 
tinued upon my arrival there. *' 

All who are now in Bengal, and acquainted 
with the tranfaitions of the government will bear 
witnefs, that this is a true defeription of fads; 
and all who are convinced of the fads will cer¬ 
tainly agree, that affairs were at an extremity no 
longer to be neglected, without manir'eft danger 
of having the province over-run, and the trade 
entirely ruined. I was refolved, therefore, to ufe 
my utmoft endeavours to get thefebad minifters 
removed, and judging it might be difficult to pre¬ 
vail with the Nabob to part with his favourites, 
without fome degree of violence, I brought with 
me a detachment of Europeans and Seapoys, un¬ 
der pretence of fending them with Colonel Cail- 

Jaud, to reinforce the army at Patna.. 

(Here follows, an account of the Revolution, as 
has been already related, in the letters from Mr. 
Van Sittart and Colonel Cailkud at Moradbaug.) 

.Coffim Aly Cawn fupplied the Nabob 

with boats, and permitted him to take away as 
many of his women as he defired (which he did 
to the number of about fixty) with a reafonable 
quantity of jewels. ..... In the morning of the 
twenty-fecond of October, he Set out for Cal¬ 
cutta, and arrived there the twenty-ninth, fie 
was met by a deputation from the Council, and 
treated with every mark of refpebt due to his 
former dignity. 
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El. —Copy of Mr. Amyatt’i Minute, to which 
Mef. Ellis and Smyth afjcntcd. 

M S, Amyatt takes this opportunity to ob■ 
ierve, that he is of opinion, the reafous 
given lor depoiing Jaffier Aly Cawn (for he can 
look upon it in no other light) are far from 
&eing fufficienr. to copvfol him of breach of faith ; 
confequenrly, in the eyes of the world, the whole 
odium of fuch a proceeding mult retort upon our- 
felves. The cruelties, of which he is accuied, 
muft, to a civilized government, appear (hock- 
ing *, but in defcocic ones, there are none entirely 
free from inftances of this kind, as their own fears 
and jealouhes are ever prompting them to fuch 
unwarrantable adlions, and it is well known, 
that the prelent Nabob has already fallen into 
the fame (twenties, as likewife, that he has 
ftiewn marks of favour to thofe rniniftejs, who, 
we are told, “ law with an evil eye the influ- 
“ ence of the Company, and readily (hatched 
“ at every occafion to reduce it,” Meet Jaffi- 
er’s being confirmed, by the Court of Dolly, in 
the Soubafhip, was a very valuable eonfideration, 
which ought not to have been overlooked, be 
c.aufe, whenever that diftrafted ftate is reftorcd 
to peace and tranquillity, he being legally in. 
poffeflion of the government, would of courf be 
confirmed by t he reigning king without hefita- 
tion ; whereas the obtaining fo great a favour for 
Coffim Aly Cawn muft be attended with both 
difficulty and expence. The treaty fubfiiting be¬ 
tween Us and Colfim Aly Cawn plainly {hews,, 
that his foie aim, at the time of entering in¬ 
to it, was the Subadarry of Bengal, otherwife, 
how ridiculous was it for him, to make a pro- 
mife of ceding certain countries to the Company, 
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which his poft of Duan could never have given 
him the power of executing. The great advan¬ 
tages expected to accrue from thofe countries, it 
is feared, will prove entirely imaginary,. as it is 
now near three months fince this revolution was 
effected, and yet fo far from any appearance of 
extricating ourfelves from our difficulties as ex¬ 
pected, we are involved in frefh troubles every 
day, which will not appear ftrange, when we call 
our eyes upon the perfon we have railed to the 
Mufned, whofe charader was never confpicudus 
in any light till lately, and whofe treacherous be¬ 
haviour to his father-in-law leaves us very little 
hopes of his attachment to our filtered.', nor in¬ 
deed can it be expeded, that lie will place any 
confidence in us, who have affifted to dethrone a 
man we were bound to fupport by the moil 
lernn ties, divine and human. Such a breach of 
faith mutt neceffarily occafion the lofs of our in¬ 
fluence in this country, and bereave us rit the 
fuperiority, which our fteady adherence to our 
promife, ever gave us over thefe people, for the 
above reafons, Mr. Amyatt di fierits to the whole 
tranfadions, and farther declares, that he never 
was confuked, nor adviled with, concerning it, 
nor'did he know, that itwas ever Intended, till 
publick report had informed him of its execu¬ 
tion. 
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¥is-~Tbe Governor, Colonel C.aillaud, end the 
other Gentlemen oj the Council, who did, dm 
fill continue to approve of the late Tran fac¬ 
tions •mtb the Curntry Government, leg lea ve 
to offer a few Ohfervatiom upon Mr. Amy- 
attV Minute of lafl Co filiation the Tenor 

of which might deceive the World, if not 
examined, but when examined will be found 
to have little Foundation . 

I F the Select Committee, debating upon the 
dangerous ftate of the affairs of the province, 
in Auguft and September iaft. had been defirous 
of breaking with the then Nabob JafKer Aly 
Cawn, there were reafons enough tojuftify, nay, 
to urge fuch a refolucion. The letter, which the 
former Governor Mr. Hoi well laid before theSe- 
ledfc Committee, the fourth of Auguff, for the in¬ 
formation of Mr, Van Sittart, then jufi arrived, 
contains more than iulikient proofs of that Na¬ 
bob’s breach of his engagements to the Compa¬ 
ny. Many inltances are mentioned of his jealou 
fy of the English power, and of his refufal of 
every favour that was alked him, which might tend 
to encreafe it. We have, in our hands, an au¬ 
thentic proof of one moll eflentiai inftance % of his 
ill faith therein mentioned. It is (aid in the trea¬ 
ty, that our enemies Ihoukl be his enemies, but 
it is beyond doubt, that.ho urged the patch to 
fend for forces to oppofe ours. We have an ori¬ 
ginal letter of the Directore to the Nabob, which 
plainly implies, that it was with hisconfent thofe 
troops were fent for, and the tenor of the gene¬ 
ral advices transmitted to Europe laft feafon t'ul- 
ficiently (hews this was Colonel Clive’s opinion, 
though he mentioned ic with all pbflihlc tender- 
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nefs. Nor, if we had defired to remove JajSer 
Aty Caw a from the government, need we have 
done more than withdrawn our protection. Ilia 
government would foop have been put an end to, 
and probably his hfe alio, which was more than 
once in.extreme danger from his own people. 

But, mindful of the connections that had been 
between him and the Company, we had the molt 
tender regard both for his perfon and govern¬ 
ment, neither of which could .have fobfifted with¬ 
out other fupports than thofe he had about him,. 
.After die unfortunate death of his ion, his foil- 
in-law 'Coffins Aly Cawn was the proper perfon 
£0 fucceed to the government, and, being his 
neareft relation, it was thought his courvfel and afli- 
ftance would be the lead obnoxious. But if, on the 
other hand, he fhould have determined to admit of 
no one near him, and continually refufe every ap¬ 
plication for the advantage of the Company, and 
even common joffice in the performance of paffc 
agreements, would it have been expedient to fa- 
cnfke the infers# of the Company, and the prof- 
peftof relieving the province from its diftrdfed 
Rate to the invincible jealoufy of one man ? And 
might we not, with more reafort, place our paft 
fervices in the Icale againft the benefits received 
from him, and purlue with fteadinefs the plan, 
determined on, as moft for the welfare of the 
country in general, and of the Company in par¬ 
ticular ? 

That Coffim Aly Cawn had views of the Su- 
baderry for him ft If, when he entered into the 
treaty with us, is beyond all doubt; but they were 
views in reverfion, 1 not immediate. In the mean 
time he engaged, that, through the influence we 
were to give him over the old Nabob, he would 
obtain’for the Company the grants therein men¬ 
tioned. 


But 
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But it is infinuated in Mr. Amyatt’s Minute, 
shat our affairs are in a worfe condition now than 
before the change of the government. That the 
addition of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chitta¬ 
gong to the Company’s pofleffions, without the 
’ of a man, is a hurt to the Company, feem 


lofs 


to me a paradox, it is laid, that it is near three 
months /'nice the revolution was efFeded, and yet 
there is no appearance of extricating ourfeives 
from the difficulties, and that the great advan¬ 
tages expeded to accrue from thole countries will 
prove, it is feared, merely imaginary. It is only 
twenty days firice the Burdwan Yacked came here, 
and fettled the payment. This day is the fir ft 
payment due, and, although the Rajah’s faith is 
nor to be depended upon, yet, it is probable, he 
will pay the money, according to the agreement, 
to make bis peace j if not, the country is worth 
that and more money, and lies fo convenient, that 
it can always be difpofed of as we fee beft, 

As. to Midnapore, it is not a me nth fince Cap¬ 
tain White took pofieffion, and he had no orders 
to colled money. Mr. John (lor e is appointed for 
that purpofe, but let out fo lately that his arrival 
is not yet heard of. 

And for Chittagong, Mr. Verelft and the Other 
gentlemen appointed let out only twenty days ago. 
We mat give them time to arrive before we can 
exped to colled money. 

Surely, here is a fair profped of advantages 
accruing to the Company, and of prelent benefits, 
inftances may alfo be mentioned. 

“ The payment of the arrears due to the En- 
44 git(li troops at Faina, and of what we advan- 
“ ced to the Nabob’s troops. 

An afRftao.ee to the Company of five lacks. 


AC 


which Mr. Batfon 
ceiving, 


at Coffim bazar is now re- 
F 4 


“ Leave 
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* 

“ Lea vs granted for coining Moorfhedabact 
« Siccas. in our mint, which was before confined 

to Calcutta-Siccas. 

“ Who would there have been to oppofe the 
** march of the Beerboom Rajah to the capital 
“ of Moorfiiedabad i For the old Nabob had 
« neit.hu' the means of making his own troops 
“ take the field, nor would he troft the Englilh. 

“ Where would the Nabob’s troops at Patna 
“ have got a lupply of feven or eight lacks of 
“ rupees, as the prefent Nabob has paid them 
“ fince his coming to the.government ?” . 

We believe no one will pretend to fay, the old 
Nabob would or could have made fuch efforts, or 
would have granted fuch favours to the Company. 

As to the Mogul's Firmaun, there was-a time 
when the orders of Deily had lome weight at 
but that time is no more. It is hard to 


fay, who is king at Deily, or who will be, but if 
ever it comes to be fettled, there is little doubt of 
Cofiim Aly Cawn’s getting a Firmaun with as 
much cafe as one was procured for the old Na¬ 
bob, who never paid the king his fhare of the 
revenues.. 4. _ 

Ids afierted, that the mi aiders complained of 
under the old Nabob have received marks of fa¬ 
vour from the prefent Nabob, Two of them 
have, received the compliments of a Kellaar, or 
addrefs upon the adjuftment of their accounts, 
but are in no employ or truft. If they were, it 
would not be in their power to do now the fame 
injuries .to the Company and the country, as they 
did in the old Nabob’s time; becaufe the prefent 
Nabob would not. be fo eafily led, or 


give ear 


to 


their evil counfels, as his predeceflbr. 

It is afierted alio, that the prefent Nabob has 
been guilty of feme afiafiinaticris. This fhe Go¬ 


vernor believes is a fa lie report. 


He declares, 
that 
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that he had not before heard of any fuch pro¬ 
ceeding, although he has pretty good intelligence 
of what paffes, and that he has enquired particu¬ 
larly lirsce he faw it fo pofitively afierted, and has 
great reafon to think, it is an unjuft accufation. If 
it fhould prove true, we fhould not fo eafiiy excufe 
a crime lb {hocking, nor think of it fo lightly as 
it is reprefented in Mr. Amyatt’s Minute. * 

That Mr. Smyth fhould i'ubfcribe to this opini¬ 
on, is not to be wondered at, becaufe he fub- 
fcribed to one of the like nature of Mr. Verelflfs 
in confutation of the eighth of November, with¬ 
out having read any of the proceedings. But that 
Mr. Ellis fhould iubfcribe to it, after fignifying 
his approbation of the mealures in many letters 
that have been wrote on the. fubjedt, and particu¬ 
larly in one from the Select Committee to the 
Governor, and Colonel Caillaud, dated t he twen¬ 
ty-fourth of November, is fomewhat furprizing, 
and gives firefh reafon to apprehend, what has been 
long iufpe&ed, that other perfons, not in the 
Company’s fervice,. nor having any regard for the 
Company, are conibited upon affairs which do 
not belong to them, by which unfortunately they 
gain "an afcendancy over the minds of better men 
than chemfeives •„ and this authority they exert to 
the utmoff, to the purpofe of making divifions 
in the fetricment, ^and more particularly in the 

Council. 


* N. J3. It afterwards appeared, that there was no foun¬ 
dation for Mr- Amyatt\s affcrtiom The pretended fufFerers 
were, a foil of Sirferauz Cawn (Nabob of Bengal twenty 
years ago) and the widow, of AUyerdy Cawn, (tile next Na¬ 
bob after Sirferauz Cawn). Upon enquiry I found, -that 
thefe two perfons, inftead of having foiFcred any violence., 
were Obliged to the Nabob’s benevolence for :t handibtpe 
maintenance, upon which they lived at rheir eafe, inftead. 
ot being reduced to beg, which was their cafe before. 
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Council. It is only fueh pens as thofc that can 
reflect upon the late meafures, as a breach of “ all 
“ ties human and divine.” A reproach, which 
nothing can merit;, but a premeditated intention 
to do feme great ill. 

It were to be wifhed, in diffents of this nature, 
that the lealons, for the meafures formed, were 
confidered in their full extent, the fituation of the 
Company at home, and the fituation of their affairs 
in general well weighed. All thefe, in as full a man ¬ 
ner as poffible, were laid before the board, and our 
neceffities and wants lb plainly appeared, that all 
members prefent were fadsfied and convinced, that 
tink-l's forne other meafures were pur Sued, we could 
not .keep up. die caufe any longer. It was plain, 
that what was propofed to be done was rather the 
effeft of neceflity than choice, and what followed 
was certainly unexpected. It was therefore im» 
poflible, that Mr. Amyatt could be made ac¬ 
quainted with a defign that never exifted. Thole 
to whofe conlideration it fell were unanimous in 
their opinion, and they flatter thetnfelves, that’all 
who will take into their view the then ftate of af¬ 
fairs, the nature of the resolutions taken, and all 
the circurnftanccs attending this tranfaCtion, and 
will judge thereupon with candour, not fullering 
themfelves to be biafled by the prejudices of o- 
thers,will do us more juffice, and be far from cal¬ 
ling in queftion our lenle of the faith of treaties, 
or our regard lor the nation’s honour, and our 
own. 

Gi .—Copy of Mr. Ellis’r Minute of the fix- 

temtb cf January 1761, 

M R. Ellis thinks it incumbent on hitn to re¬ 
ply to that part of the Governor’s, &c.’s 

, Minute 


W m jfllfflB 1 ■ ; ' v,; ' ; : if:'' iW l ‘Tflk^T ^\ijl 
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Minute entered in la ft Monday’s con iul ration, 
where fach furprize is exprefied at his difient, af¬ 
ter fignifying his approbation of the late mea~ 
lures, in many letters that have been wrote on the 
fdbjeft. Mr. Ellis has carefully perufed, and yet 
cannot find, that his approbation is any where 
ftgnified, not even in that (particularly quoted) 
oit the twenty-fourth of November, urslefs a com¬ 
plimentary congratulation can, in any ways, be 
confirmed as an approval of the defign, a light 
in which he flatters hirnfelf no impartial judge can 
look upon it. His fentiments with, regard to the 
revolution have never altered, nor have they ever 
been kept a fecret; but he conceives, there was 
no ablblute neceflity they fhould appear upon the 
face of the confultation till now, when it became 
lo for his own juftification to his employers. 

The reflection of his being influenced in his 
opinion by others, though not of fo good a turn 
of mind as hirnfelf, is a compliment to his mo¬ 
rals at the expence of his capacity, which being 
merely perfonal, and quite fofdgn to the fubjeCt 
:in hand, might as well have been fpared; and, 
in anfwer thereto he only wiflies, that, for the 
good of the fettlement, others in power were as 
little influenced, in the management of public af- 
fain/by the opinion of thofe about them, as he 
hirnfelf. 

II1 .■— ~-~Ex f ra£i of a Letter from the Scleifi 
Committee to Major Carnac. 

9 Feb. 1761. 

W E obferve, that v/hen Colonel Caillaud be¬ 
gan his march to Patna, the beginning 
ot laft year, he had particular inftructions from 
Colonel Clive, and the reft of the Committee, 
to protect Ramnarain, in cafe of the Nabob’s 

making 



making any attempt again ft his peri'on or honour. 
We believe fuch an injunction at this time unne- 
ceffary, as the prefent Nabob leans to be well in¬ 
clined towards Ramnarain ; but fhould it prove 
otherwife, it is our refolution to have the lame 
regard to the former engagements in his favour 
as was then defigned, and therefore direct; you, 
in cafe of neceffity, to pret'd Ramnarain againlt 
till violence and injuftice,’ that may be offered to 
bis perfon, honour or fortune.. 

As to Rajebullub, he can have no reafonable 
objection to a fair examination of his accounts 
by the Nabob, or fuch perfon as he fhall ap¬ 
point, that a juft ftatement being made of all the 
monies he has received, for defraying the charges 
of the troops under his command, together with 
a due inquiry of what number of troops have really 
been kept up, and how much every one has been 
paid, the baliance, that is found due, may then 
be difeharged, and Rajebullub be employed a- 
gain, or not, as the Nabob thinks proper. This 
the Nabob declares is all he afles, and in this (as 
it is juft and reafonable) you will yield him all 
the necefiary affiftance. 

It.- Ext raff of a Letter from Major Car- 

nac to the Select Committee. 

24 Feb. 1761. 

Y "OU may depend upon my giving the Na¬ 
bob all the affiftance in my power, to fet¬ 
tle every thing in the province in the beft man¬ 
ner. I will alfo very readily lend my affiftance, 
in the adjufting the payment of that part of the 
troops under Rajebullub, as far as he means to 
aft fairly by them •, but fhould he expert any 
fupport from me in ads,of injuftice, he will be 
much miftakep* the Epglilh forces, while I have 
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the honour of commanding them, (hall never be 
employed as inftruments of violence ami oppref- 
fion. 

Your dirediens, in regard roRamnarain, lhali 
be religioufly obferved. I could not have receiv¬ 
ed any order, from you with more pleafure than 
this of protecting a perfon, for whom, I know 
Colonel Clive had a. particular regard, and who 
hirnfelf deferves much at the hands of the Kng- 
)i(h, on acount of the attachment he. has all a- 
long (hewn to them, however ill he might be dif- 
poled to the Nabob. 

Ki- ExtraB of a Letter from the Select 

Committee (Mef Van Sittart, Amyatt, 
Ellis, and Sumner) to Major Carnac. 

y March iy 6 i. 

W E imagine the Nabob Isas, before this 
time, reached Patna. By his condud hi¬ 
therto, we fee no reafon to apprehend his engag¬ 
ing in any ads of violence or injuftice •, nor if he 
fhould, is it our defire you ffltould iupport him 
in them. Our diredions for your conduit, with, 
refped to him, are only thefethat you give him 
the afliftance he may apply for, to reduce to obe¬ 
dience fuch Zemindars as have been difalFeded to 
the government of Moorfhedabad, and to enable 
him to eftab'ifh fecu rides in the leveral countries 
of the Bahar province, and collect the revenues 
due therefrom; and, in regard to Rujebullub, 
and all others, who have had the management 
the public monies, or the payment of the 
troops, or otherwise have accounts to fettle with 
the government, as their dilpofition to make ufe 
of the protection of the Englilh, to fereen them 
from a juft and ufua! examination, is well known, 

you 
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you will be careful not to give them countenance 
or encouragement, lb far as to put it in their pow¬ 
er, to make an ill ufe of your name and authori¬ 
ty j but, on the contrary, if any fhall obftmately 
and unreafonably perilft in refilling to fettle ac¬ 
counts with the government, you are to give the 
Nabob the aiMance, he may require, for com¬ 
pelling them to it. 

Li .-—ExtraB of a Letter from Mcjor Carnac 
to the Select Committee. 


Patna, 6 March 1761. 


t HE Nabob continues encamped at By- 



kuntpoor, about fixorfeven cofs off, where 


I have waited upon him. Whatever good quali¬ 
ties he may have, courage is not one of them. 
He betrayed the moft Ihameful fear of the Shah- 
zada, chough the unhappy Prince is reduced fo 
low, as to be much more an object of pity than of 
fear. Not thinking himlelf fuffidently fecure with 
the large force he brought up with him, he lent 
for, without acquainting me, both Ramnarain 
and Rajebullub with their forces, whom I had 
directed to remain in Comgar Cawn’s country, 
with a detachment from our army, under the 
command of Captain Champion. I no fooner 
heard this than I recalled Captain Champion 
likewife, which has' given the Nabob great of¬ 
fence ; fo great, that he alked me in the public 
Durbar, whether I would comply with the con¬ 
tents of die letter he brought me from the Prefi- 
dent ? 1 anfwered him, I would •, fo far as t 
was well perfuaded Mr.- Van Sjttart expeded 
from me, who did not mean, that I was to pay 
him an implicit obedience. I farther told him, 
that the diredion of the Englifh forces was left 
with trie, and that it was not realbnable any part 


of 
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of them fhould remain in a country, with which 
they were wholly unacquainted, after he had 
withdrawn his own people. I have however, at 
his requeft, ordered Captain Champion’s detach¬ 
ment to halt awhile at Bahar, but {hall call them 
in entirely, unlefs he fends out a body of his own 
troops to aft in conjunction with them, the neg¬ 
lect whereof will infallibly brijig Comgar Cawn 
from out of his hills again. The Nabob next 
alked me, whether I looked upon him as Suba- 
dar of thefe provinces, and was willing to affiJi 
him as fuch ? In anfwer to which, I plainly told 
him, I would give him all the afliftao.ce 1 could 
confident with honour and juftice, that farther 
I would not. do for him or any man. The very 
queftion gives me room to fufpedt he has feme 
unreafonable demands to make of me ; fhould 
this be the cafe, he will undergo the mortifica¬ 
tion of a denial. .... I parted from the Nabob 
yefterday evening. We were both, you will 
judge, pretty much diflatisfied with each other $ 
he with me, for {peaking my mind fo freely to 
him, a tiling very unprecedented in this coun¬ 
try : and I with him, for the delays and obftruc- 
tions he is likely to caufe to cur military opera¬ 
tions. 

Mi.- -Extraffi of a Letter from the Nabob 

to Mr. Van Sittart. 

Received 13 March if Si, 

(f~\ N the tvventy-fixth of Rejub, I arrived at 
V&v Bykunrpoor, where I had the pleafure of 
meeting Major Carnac, Mharajah Rarnnarain, 
and Mharajah Rdjehullub. Among other things 
the Major told me, that he had fent'for the troops 
which were at Gaunty, in the Zemindary of 
Comgar Cawn. I replied, tha to chaftixe Com- 

gar 
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gar Cawn was no difficult matter, but that it was 
not proper to recall the troops belonging to the 
Company and myfdf, in fo much hafte, ' from the 
place where they were Rationed, This he did not: 
confent to -, but replied, that he would certainly 
fend for his Englifh troops. I delivered your letter 
to UlfXi ; when lie perufed it, he fa id, that Mr. Van 
Sittart is two hundred cofs from hence, and that 
he would do whatever he thought advifeable. I 
was perfuaded, that he would have afitcd accord¬ 
ing to your directions, and did not imagine that: 
he would have given me fuch an anfwer* 

1 he Seleft Committee hoping, by a farther ex¬ 
planation of their intentions, to prevent any more 
difputes wrote Major Carnac as follows : 

jST i,- Q 0 py Q f a Lett#- from the Seledfc 

Committee (Mf. Van Sittart, Amyatt, 
Ellis, and Sumner) to Major Carnac." 

17 March iy 6 i, 

W E have received your favour of the fixth, 
fuch part thereof as relates to the Shah * 
zada, we fhall fully reply to, In an add refs to 
youvfelf, and Mr. McGwire. 

We are extremely concerned, to fee the difa- 
* greeabie drcutnftances that patted, at your firft 
interview, with the Nabob, efpecially as fuch a 
want of confidence fhewn in a public Durbar can¬ 
not fail to hurt both parties in the eyes of the 
world. We hope, a longer acquaintance will 
create a greater harmony, which we mutt earneft- 
ly recommend both to you and the Nabob, as 
the public fervice mutt fuflfer, if any difference 
fubfift, for thole are never wanting who will feek 
to make their advantage by it. 


It 




Pjlalwe id the DiJtuYb&nm in Ben n al. 8r 

It is certainly right, and conformable to our 
inclinations, that the difpofidon of the army, and*, 
the determination on all military matters, fhould 
reft with our commanding officer. The Nabob’s 
fending for Ramnarain and Rajebullub with their 
forces, without lirlt confulting you, was a very 
imprudent itep, and much to be blamed, and, 
perhaps, may have beeti attendee' 1 with bad.co.ofe- 
quences to his own affairs, as ic deems to have- 
been in the power of Comgar Cawn to have re ¬ 
turned to his own country." We- cannot liippole 
the Nabob had any fuch view, becaufe ic is evi¬ 
dently his own Inis; but whatever his reafons 
might, be, he ought certain!-; to have acquainted 
you with them, and we doubt not but he will be 
fenfiblc, from your reprefentations, how much his 
own intereft depends on following your advice in 
all military matters. On the other hand, it is our 
intention, that you comply with his requeft ill 
every thing refpedlirig the regulation of the coun¬ 
try, and the collection of the revenues. Any-de¬ 
tachments he may- afk for fuch fervices, you are 
to grant, tinlefs you have reafon to judge, that 
the fafety of our troops will be at too great a riik. 
We think this di (Unction ftifBc. ntly clear, and 
flatter ourfelves that no difpures can hereafter 
arife. 

Soon after this. Col ne! Cmt arrived in-Ben* 
gal, and was appointed-to take the command of 
the army at Patna. He accordingly fet out the 
twenty-fecond of April, and the following in-, 
ftruction'i were given him by .he celect Com¬ 
mittee. 




ORIGINAL PAPERS 

€yi .—-Ex(rcSf of biflrucUons from -the Select 
Committee, {Mef, Van Sittart, Coote, 
Amyatt, amlHWis) to Colonel Coote. 

-21 April 1761. 

S UCH affiftance, as the Nabob may he in 
need of, to lolleft the balances due to the 
Sircar, we defire you- will bfc plea-led to yield him. 

We are advifed by Major Carnac, that there is 
a, difference between the Nabob and Ramnarain 
relative to the accounts of the Patna province. 
We hope this may be amicably and reafonably 
adjlifted, and reqtidl you will give your afiiftance 
towards it as much as pofilbie. As Ramnarain 
Ivas been, remarkably fteady in his alliance with 
the Company, and received from Colonel Clive 
particular affurances of his protection, with re- 
fpeffc to his perlbn, fortune, aud government, 
we recommend to you to i'eeure him againft all 
attempts of oppreftion or injuftice •, and farther, 
that the government of Patna be preferred to 
him, if it is his inclination to continue in it. it 
is needkfs for us to add, that it will be far more 
agreeable to all parties, if that can be done, by 
reprefenting to the Nabob the obligations v/e are 
under to Ramnarain, ‘ and preventing, by that 
means, the neceffity of any forceable meafures. 

Pi ExtrnB of a Letter from the Seletl 
Committee {Mef, Van Sittart, Amyatt, and 
Ellis) to Colonel Coote. 

28 April 1761. 

rip H E Nabob has made various reprefenta- 
J[ tions to us of the difficulties he meets with 
in kteling his accounts with Ramnarain. As, on 

the 
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the one hand, we are inclined to fupport Ramna- 
raia in the government of Patna, with all its juft 
advantage:?; fo, or, the other, we would proteft 
the Nabob» the refped and authority due to 
him, and afford him every altiftance for the col¬ 
lection of his revenues, without which it is im- 
pflible he can pay the arrears of his troops, or 
Support die other charges of his government. 
The nature of the differences between them feems 
to be fuch as can only be adjufted by arbitration ; 
and, for this determination, we can pitch upon 
no other perfon fo wd! qualified as yourfelf, We 
therefore requeft, that you will make this bufi- 
nefs one of the lirft articles of your attention* 
and when you are yourfelf acquainted with the 
merits of the caufe, you will tranimit them to us 
with your fentiments thereon. 


Qjb- ExtraB of a Letter from the S cleft 

Committee (Mef. Van Sittart, Amyatt and 
to'Colonel Coote and Mr, McGwire, 


8 May 1761, 


’E ckfire you, gentlemen, willufe your ut- 


moft endeavours to ad/juft the accounts 


ffHMHHlHM 

between the Nabob and Ramqar.aip, in fuch man¬ 
ner as {hail appear to you malt equitable, and fo 
that the revenues may be duly colluded, and the 
balances not be loft to the Shear and the. public 
iervice. 

Upon the news of Colonel Coi re’s arrival, Ma- 
ior Carnac determined to quit Patna, and wrote 
fo to the Select Committee, in the following 
terms. 
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'Rfr. »——i ExtraSi of a Letter from Major 
Carnac to the Seled Comniitte'e. 

8 May 176*. 

A S Colonel Coote is corning to the army, who 
is fo very able to take charge both of your 
military and political concerns, there will be no 
farther occafion for my fervices; and as I have 
great reafon to believe I ilia!! return fo Europe 
she next feafon, unlefs fomething unforefeen 
fh.ouid happen, i am to requeit the favour, of 
your permiffion to apply to Colonel Cooce for 
leave to go to Calcutta on his arrival I Ihould 
not make this requeft fo early, but chat I am de¬ 
sirous to' be -there in time, that, in cafe 1 go 
home (which is highly probable] I may be able 
to get rnyielf ready to take the opportunity of 
the Brft conveyance. 

Si,- ExtraB of a Letter from the Nabob 

to Mr, Van Smart. 

Received 12 April 1761. 

rTMdrough the mitigations of the difaffe&ed, 
J[ the ties of friendlhip are broken between 
the Major and me. He gives me fuch orders as 
it is not in my power to comply with, and will 
not lifter, to the aniwers I make him. For feve- 
ral days it has been reported, that the Shah will 
march from hence, and the Major told me to day 
that he would accompany him to theCurrurnnaffa, 
and deiired, I would let Mharajah Ramnarain 
proceed with him, and that I would give the Shah 
two lack of rupees more for his way charges. I 
replied, that Mharajah Ramnarain was tlje com¬ 
mander of this country, and.that it was neceffary 
he fhoufcl flay to regulate the affairs. 

Si .a— Extract 
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Si.a— ExtraS of a Letter jrom the Nabob 
to Mr. Van Sittart. 

Received 28 April 1761, 

I Before heard of the imprudence and evil in¬ 
tentions of Ramnarain, but. fince rny arrived 
at Patna, I have feen nothing but bafenefs and 
deceit; and therefor^ Major Camac is difpleafed 
with me, and has feat rne fucj} me/lages by Mr. 
Ijuflnogton, as it is not in my power to comply 
with. ’Till this time, I did not think it riecef- 
fary to acquaint you of the whole affair; but the 
biifineis is now going out of my hands, ancl 
through the wickedneis of rny enemies rny affairs 
will be ruined. It is neceffary for me to acquaint 
you with all particulars, and to defire your advice. 
.... From what the Major wrote me, 1 ima¬ 
gine he is difpleafed. Inclofed, I fend you two 
of his letters for your perufah I am much fur- 
prized, that though you wroce to the gentlemen 
to be in friendihip with me, and follow my ad¬ 
vice, yet they aft in fuch a manner, that I have 
no power over my own Naib •, and then wh?t 
other bufinefs can I carry on ? Now Colonel 
Coote is corning, and Major Carnac is on good 
terms with him. Doubtlefs, you have properly 
represented to him, that, according to the firft 
agreement, whoever remains in this Province, on 
the part of the Company, is to be my ally, and 
ad agreeable to my defire, lake €an% that what 
regulations 1 think proper to make in this Pro¬ 
vince, may be con fen ted to by the gentlemen, or 
ej!e give me orders to deliver the affairs of the 
Province into their hands. 
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Sl.b —Extra SI of a Letter from the Nabob 
to Mr . Van Sittart- 

Received 30 April 1761, 

Y OU acquaint me, that l muffc reft' fStisfted, 
and put an end to the bufinefs, and that I 
mult not be ufldtrr any apprehenftons frotn the 
mifteprefetitations of others. ..... Before my ar¬ 
rival here, 1 underlined, that the affairs of the 
Province were ruined, and that Ratnaarain adted 
contrary to my intereft j but, fince my arrival* i 
have been an eye-wunefs of it. ... And Ranl- 
narain, by his deceits, has brought the Major 
over to his intereft, and it was through his repre- 
fentatioRs, that the Major ftnt Mr. Lufhingtotl 
fo often to me to deli re I would give him leave 
to depart. Ramnarain well knowing, that the 
Major accompanied the Shah, was defirous of 
going with him, becauie his paying the money 
due from him, and giving me an account of hia 
concerns would be delayed by that means. 

SI .c- Bxtratt of a Letter from the Nabob 

to Mr. Van Sittart. 

Received 15 June 176 u 

Y OU have feveral times wrote tome to pro¬ 
cure a Sunhiid for the Subadarry. In con- 
iequencc of vour letters, I drew up an add refs to 
his Majefty, when he had intentions of proceed¬ 
ing to Deity with his royal ftandard, and 1 wanted 
to pref:nr. it, and get it figned by his Majefty, 
but Colonel Coote would not confent to it, and 
therefore .1 deferred it. 


Si.d— Ex- 
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Bt .d —-~-ExtraB of a Letter from th: Nabob 
to Mr, Van Sittart. 


Received 16 June 1760. 


H E. feventeentii of Shevaui I -went with 



1 Colonel Coote to vifit his Majefty, who 
was at Derry opoor, about four cols to the weft- 
ward of Patna. .... in coniequence of your let¬ 
ter, I carried with me the paper relating to xny 
own affairs, and the Sunnud for the Subadarry to 
get it figned, but that day the Colond would not 
confent to it, and therefore 1 deferred it. 

■Sit.e— Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to 


Mr, Van Sittart. 


rpHE ftateof .affairs here is as follows. You 
J were pleafed to intimate to me, that I 
Ihould examine the accounts of Mharajah Ram- 
narain ; in confequcnce of which, I appointed 
Mharajah Rajebullub to examine the laid accounts 
in the prefence of Colonel Coote; and lent word 
to Mharajah Ramnarain of the refolutions tak,en 
by the Council. Pie replied, that he would con¬ 
sider upon it, and give an anfwer, and for four 
or five days Mharajah Rajebullub conftantly at¬ 
tended the Colonel, in order to examine the pa¬ 
pers. Yefterday Ramnarain made this anfwer to 
the Colond; “ I will not oppofe the order of 
“ the Council, and now that ye fay the Nabob 
“ is my mailer, 1 will attend upon, and confer 
“ with him.’* Call night the Colonel came to 
my tent, and told me, that he had received no 
orders from the Council for the difmiffion of 
Ramnarain, that I might make a fcrutiny into 
Ins accounts, and if he was convicted of any 
mifconducl, and the Council’s orders fliould au- 
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fhorize it, he Ihouid be diitniiied, but without 
this, it could, by no means, be done-, and Mr, 
Watts came no me with Rajebuilub, in the name 
of the Colonel, and propofol the confirmation 
of Comgar C'awn, with many other demands, 
arid feidleyeral unbecoming .things, which I think 
not fit to repeat j in fait, -- have no power in 
any one affair of the government.. . . . . 1 he 
Colonel defires me to go into file Kella. How 
can I go to the Kella without any authority, and 
whilit my enemy is- in full poffeflion ? When I 
talk of going to Moorflredabad, he replies, that 
Shuja Dowla is at hand, and adds, that I pay 
.no regard to his words, I anfiver, “ In the 
“ name of Goo* in what inftan.ee have I been, 
<c or am I deficie it ? Do you take the , Pro- 
“ vinces of Bengal and Bahar into your own 
“ hands, and make me accountable, for all that 
‘I I have received .thefefeven months pall:.” But 
nothing that I fay is complied with. I have no 
reliance on any one but you, and none elfe cap 
conduct my affairs. There is a juft demand on 
Mharajah Ramparain of large iums, on account 
of the laid four years. If I make an inquiry in¬ 
to his accounts, I (hall receive a large ibpply of 
money. Notwuhftanding this, I remain here 
■wearied out, and involved in vexations, Tire 
army murmurs on account of the dearnels of 
grain, and the fubjrfts are reduced, by their difi 
orders, to the mod final extremities. The wretch 
fits here fomenting difientions, and giving my 
life and fortune a prey to my Seapoys. For 
Gon’s fake, let not go my hand in the middle 
of the Sea, but a (Tift me $5 you have always 
done,, and write in the moft preffing terms to the 
Colonel, and lend an order of the Council, that 
he oppoienot t.be removal of the Nai.b of this 
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.place, and leave the country now in my hands. Af¬ 
ter this, 1 will fioil'll all the accounts. 

Si.f- Extra#' of a Letter from the Select 

Committee {Mef. Van S.ittart, Amyatt;, 
and Sumner) to Colonel Coote. * 

18 June i ;6r‘. 


[fE hope our advice has had forme.<?iFe 
upon Ramnarain ; it feems, "however, 
by his delays in fettling accounts, upon the foot¬ 
ing' directed in our joint letter to yourielf and 
Mr. M‘Gwire, dated the feventsenth of laft 
month, that he is endeavouring, by evading the 
delivery of his accounts, to preierve his own au¬ 
thority over the Subalhip, and prevent the Na¬ 
bob collecting any money. It is neither equi¬ 
table nor expedient to fuller any more of the 
revenues to be loft •, but while the old accounts 
are under examination, let the Nabob place his 
own people to colled all the growing rents,' .and 
to call the Zemindars to account for their bal- 
larice, and let Ramnarain’s power be llifpended 
until his accounts are fettled,, and a computation 
of the rents tranfmitted us, with the Nabob's 
propofols, for our determination, as defined' in 
our before-mentioned letter. 

The fpeedy execution of this is the more ne- 
ceffary, as our only dependence, for fupplying 
the army with money, is from the Nabob’s bal¬ 
ance of about eight lacks, which we have defir- 
ed him to pay to the Chief and Council at Patna, 
hut which, in his letter to the Prefident, received 
Jaft night, he fays, it is impoffible for him to do, 
nor, indeed, to pay his own troops, until hisA- 
.muldars are put in poftefljon of the growing re¬ 
venues. 


N. B. Mef. Amyatt and Ellis diflented to this letter. 
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vermes, and he-is fully fuppOited in calling Ram- 
naratn to an account of his adminiftration, as 
well as collecting the ballancc due from the Ze¬ 
mindars. He adds, in the fame letter, “ I have 
“ not now the power of colie&ing a (ingle rupee.” 
, if, another letter, received at the fame time, 
and of which incioled is a copy, he fpeaks of an 
application made to him, in behalf of Comgar 
Cawn, and ocher recommendations of the fame 
nature; he complains, of the unbecoming man¬ 
ner ia which thefe applications have been made, 
and reprefents the bad effects fuch protedions 
have upon his authority . As he leaves us in the 
uncontrouled pofieffion of the countries made o- 
ver Jo the Company, fo neither ought v/e to in¬ 
terfere in his difpofition of thole remaining under 
his jurifdi&ion, nor, indeed, is it confident with 
the treaty fubfilting between the Nabob and the 
Company,' or the good government of the coun¬ 
try. You will be pleafed to let the Nabob fettle 
all the affairs of his dependence as he thinks fit, 
and only grant him, upon his application, fuch 
military afiiftanee as he may require, and the ftate 
of our army permit. 


Si.g— —-Copy of a Letter from the Nabob te> 
Mr, Van Sittart. 


Paced 16 June 1761. 


S ince the arrival of Colonel Coote, agreeably 
to your diredtions, efieeming his will worthy 
oi my principal attention, and regarding our 
mutual frichdihip, I have never been deficient in 
adting agreeably thereto. After his arrival here, 
he fpoke to me, in the follo wing manner, con¬ 
cerning the Ring’s affairs, “ That as long as he 
“ fiiould remain here, 1 fhould confent to allow 


“ him 
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« him ft lack of rupees monthly for his expenceat 
“ and that, when he fliould go to Delly, I fliould 
content to difrnifs him with twelve lacks of 
“ rupees, and a few troops.” Thefe articles, 
for the Colonel’s fadsfa&ion, I was under a ne~ 
ccffity of con Sen ti ng to, and I went to his Ma» 
jetty, and acquainted him, that l would be an- 
fwerable for tnefe conditions •, but he would not 
content to it* Afterwards, the Colonel directed 
me to pay him, befide what 1 before gave him, 
fifty thoufand rupees. Agreeable, therefore, to the 
Colonel’s defire,. 1 gave him the laid km, by the 
means of Mh a rajah Ramnarain, be (ides what i 
paid before. His Majefty made no flay here, but 
determined to proceed to Delly, and is now oil 
his march that way, . When his Majefty was de¬ 
parting, I fipoke to the Colonel concerning the 
obtaining of the Sunnuds ; but he was not fatd- 
fied, and forbid me. I was under a necettity of 
acquiescing in his pleaiure, and deterred it, nor 
mentioned it again. Royfhitabroy, who was ap¬ 
pointed for the negotiation of affairs at his Ma- 
jelty’s court, always endeavours to throw things 
into canfufion 5 I frequently defined the Colonel 
to difmifs him as an incendiary, and appoint 
another In his place *, but he would not liften to 
it. Ever fince the Colonel came here to this time, 
I have regarded what he faid and directed, as ot 
the greateft importance, and have done every 
thing according to his will. In order to gain his 
friendfhip, l have looked upon every thing he 
faid as of the greatett confcquence, making it a 
principal point to efUblifh a frienufhip between 
us, and to gain his affeftion. According to the 
rules of friendihip, l have obferved all the cu- 
floms and forms in entertainments of eating, and 
reciprocal vifitS more attentively, and more heartily 
with turn than 1 ever did with any other perfon. In 

every 
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eyerv refpe£t, I have done every- thing to pleale 
and (atisfy him, and entered into mutual engage¬ 
ments with him ; r.atwithftanding which behavi¬ 
our, he has not contented to "t, (ingle thing that 
1 have requeftcd of him. Agreeable to what you 
wrote,to me formerly, concerning Mharajah 
Ramnarain’s affairs, l fpoke to the Colonel, and, 
at his recommendation, appointed Mharajah Ra- 
jebullub to examine the accounts. Golaum Aly 
Cawn, and the laid Mharajah, went backwards 
ana forwards to the Kella, for fifteen or fixteen 
days together, but Ramnarain neither gave them 
a fiogle paper, nor a writer to attend them. Af¬ 
terwards the Colonel a. me, and fa id to ms ; “ We 
“ Europeans do not underhand the country ac- 
“ counts, I will fend Mharajah Ramnarain to 
“ you, he (hall not be dffrniffed, but you may 
“ examine his accounts yonrfelf. ” This I would 
not confenc to ; neverthelefs, the next day, he 
fent him to me, contrary to my will, with Mr. 
Watts. Since that day to the prefect mornenr, 
he (Ramnarain) protracts the time in going 
backwards and forwards, and fixing the time for 
preparing his papers ; but he has not produced 
h (ingle paper, nor paid a (ingle cowry, nor de¬ 
livered over the charge of a rupee’s worth of the 
country. Though I have complained, no one 
would liftcn to me, nor give me any redrefs. 
Ever fince my arrival here, the Englifiv Seapoys 
have been Rationed at the gates of the city, and 
would not permit my people to pais and repafs. 
Mr. M'Cwire being ibmewhat indifpofed 1 went 
to fee him at the Faftory, and from thence I 
went to the Colonel, and fat down and converted 
with him. He defired, that, on tuefday the 
twelfth of Zeccada, I would go into the Kella, 
and, on friday the fifteenth, caufe the Cootba to 
.be read, and Siccas ftruck in the name of his 

Majefty, 
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Majefty. This I agreed to, and returned home. 
When the officers of my troops heard, that I 
was going into the Kella, they reprefented, that 
they fhoukl \ have frequent occafion to come to 
me, in order to lay their requefts and petitions 
before me, and that till the Seapoys, &c. Were 
taken off, they could not pal's and repafs with¬ 
out interruption j that when Meet Mahomed Jaf- 
fier Aly Cawn and Nafm-o!-mo«lIc, deceifed, n> 
Tided in the Kella, the Sea poy guards were not 
upon the gates > and that, tiii they were taken 
off they fhould not be able to pals. Con ft tier¬ 
ing, therefore, that the Seapoys- were men of low 
diipourion, frequently oppoling men of credit in 
piaffing, and prefenting their pieces to theirr, and 
that many of my people were proud and haugh¬ 
ty, fo that diiputes might arife, and" diitur- 
banees be created, I therefore wrote a letter 
to the Colonel, rcquefting, that he‘would take 
off the Seapoys from the gates, and chat then I. 
will go to the Kella. Upon the receipt of this 
letter, which contained no more than what I have 
here mentioned, the Colonel was very angry, and 
flew into fut h a paffion, that he laid, lie would 
fend for the King again, and cold Golaum Aly 
Cawn, who was then prefent, that he would 
have no farther intercourfe with me, that he 
would not take the guards oft the gates, and 
that I might fend troops to drive them off. Since 
the day the Colonel arrived here, he has de¬ 
clared to me, that 1 muft comply with every thing 
that he fhall recommend and, accordingly, life 
has ft nee told me in perfon, and by meffages 
brought by Mr. Watts, and Shoik Cutnaul, that 
1 muft appoint Nundeomar to the Fougedareeof 
Hougly, give the government of Poornea to the 
Ton of Aly Cooly Cawn, reftore Mazuffer Aly 
(who plundered Natir-ol moolk’s jewels to the 
! amount 
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amount of eight lacks of rupees) to the Zemin* 
three of Carraekpoor, reftore Coipgar Cawn to 
the Zemindaree of, Mey, and regulate the Ze- 
m'indarees of Raucffluy. and DinagepOor, accord* 
ing to his pSealure. Though I defired the Co¬ 
lonel to appoint a Muttafuddy to examine the 
accounts of my eight months government* and 
fet me free, he would not Men to it. All my 
hopes and reliance is on your frieadflrip and at* 
tachment to your engagements. This is the only 
confpktion I have under my prefent afflictions. 
It is the dependence I have on your word that 
keep:; me alive, Without this it is impoffible 
to lumve them. My hopes were from the re¬ 
venues of this Province to pay my debt to the 
Company, and reduce the number of my forces j 
but nothing is yet done. I apprehend the Sea- 
pays will afieruble, as in Meer Jaffier Aly Cawn's 
time, and put my life in danger, and bring flume 
and cli (honour upon my family. In the eight 
months of my government, .1 have fcarce had lei* 
lure to drink a little water,, and have not had 
a minute’s time to eat or enjoy deep. The four 
months, that I have been here involved in trou¬ 
bles, I have not enjoyed the lead: happinefs, ex¬ 
cept in the confidence I have of your friendihip. 
My fliame and difhonour are compleatcd, and I 
have no one to complain to but you. I hope, 
you will fpeedily write me, in what manner I can 
extricate tnyfelf from uiefe difficulties, and efta- 
blifh my credit and reputation. Every particular 
of what I have now wrote has befallen me ; Goo 
la my ivitnei's, and Mr. McGwire is acquainted 
With every circum(lance. I am forry that you, 
who are my patron and the partaker of my af¬ 
flictions, fhould at this time be at Cuch a diftance, 
and that fo much time fhould be taken up in 
writing and receiving letters j the tains are come, 

and 
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-# and the Seapoys wages daily encreafe. The af¬ 
fairs of the country fall every day into greater 
confufion, and every thing contributes to make 
ay life a burthen to me. My hopes are in your 
-favour, for God’s fake make no delay 5 if you 
v \ do, my affairs are utterly ruined. Nov; this re¬ 
mains, that you. who are concerned in my wel¬ 
fare, come here yourfelf, or fend for me to re¬ 
late my forrows to you. 

(In the Nabob's own hand.) 

All affairs here are at an end, and the ruinous 
Titration of my affairs at this place has tendered 
my cafe defperatc. 1 have wrote to you every 
particular, and hope from your benevolence that 
you will confider every fyllabk, and fpeedtly re- 
drefs my complains 


Si.h— 
to Mr. Van Sittart. 


of a 


from 


Dated 17 June 1 f§t. 


'Efterday I font you, by the means of Mr 
____ M'Gwire, a letter containing ail the ribws, 
the contents of which you .will ondcrfta’nd. Laft 
night, Colonel Coote made an entertainment for 
the Dutch, and was making merry. His guards 
were Rationed all round the Kella. About twelve 
at night, Mharajah Ramnarain collected his peo¬ 
ple together, and fent word to the Colonel, that. 
I had got my troops in readittefs to attack the 
Kella in the morning, and that I would (pate nei¬ 
ther of them. T.l:e Colonel, being deceived by 
the fnare, got his people ready. My Hircaraha 
brought me intelligence of it, but 1 gave no cre¬ 
dit to it. This morning, Mr. Watts entered my 
private apartment, which is near the Zunana, 
calling out, where is the Nabob ? and then Shop¬ 
ped,. After him Colonel Coote, in a great paf- 

doo 5 , 
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fion, with his horfemen, Peons* Seapoys, ant* 
others, with a, cocked piftol" in. each hand, came' 
1 wearinginto my tent. Ir. fo happened, that I 
was afleep in tin; Zunatva, and none of njy guards 
were prdent. How {hall I exp reft the unbecom¬ 
ing manner, in which the Colonel went, about, 
frorn tent to tent, with thirty -five boric men, <ind 
two hundred Seapoys, calling out, where Tsjdu* 
Nabob? He left fome of his people in the Zu~ 
nan a and Dewankana, .and went towards the tooth 
tent. The Eunuch of the Serai and Mr. Watts 
prevented his entering, laying, the Nabob 1$ 
ajflecp, and this is the private tent ot the Za- 
jiansu The Colonel returned, and proceeded 
through my whole army, and, feeing every one 
without arms, or any preparations, went back to 
the Kell a. This bafe man is ungrateful, treache¬ 
rous, and intent only on mifehief, and to luppoft 
fuch a wicked man, who has not any feat of , 
arid has even forgot himfdf, is' to give eaule for 
continual animalities. This you never lu(peered* 
He has arrived at this pitch now, and U o n 
knows what lengths he will g° to hereafter. In 
the beginning of the night, unknown to me, he 
{truck Siccas to fhew his own zeal, and be befote- 
hand with me, and palled them. At midnight, 
he let oft foot this difturbance. I appeal to your 
judgment, what iharne and difgrace the nev^s or 
this event will bring upon me, in the minds of 
my enemies and equals from this place to me 
bounds of Hindofhn. A lols of honour is not 
to be retrieved. You have feveral times wrote 
me, with great ail'urances of friend (hip, that the 
!Engh|$i troops were mine, and under my com¬ 
mand. The meanclt wretches would not have 
behaved as thefe people have done. In what 
manner will my troops behave tome after feeing 
thefe things. Notwithflanding all the cafe I have 

taken, 
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’token, acd-ftiJJ continue to take, it is mipoffiblc 
Jor me to prevent this traitor from breeding dif- 
lentioiis, amt giving rny life and honour to the 
winds. If you are determined to countenance 
him my bufinefs is at an end j you may then in- 
veft han with the Subaftip, and I ft all be con¬ 
tented with the continuance of your frienclftip 
alone. _ If you approve of continuing me in the 
oubaftip, fend orders without delay for his dif- 
and an enquiry into his accounts. There 
is great danger in delay, and it wili tend to my 
detriment. If this traitor is allowed, the lead 
occalion or opportunity, like a fnake half killed, 
-ie wil.1 never leave oft his venom or inveteracy, 
but will throw every thing into confuGon, and 
then all your endeavours will prove inefFe&ual j 
there is an end to every thing. It is now the 
time to give me a definitive anfwer, and to lend 
cxprels orders upon this fubjeft to the gendemen, 
who have been, and are the dupes of his craft and 
deceit . . .As it, was incumbent upon me, 1 have 
now told you every tiling ; the tell Heave to you 
and your rdblutions. 

Sj .i- Copy of a Letter from Mr * M'Gwire 

to Mr. Van Smart. 

Dated vj June x y6i. 

T HIS morning I forwarded you a letter re¬ 
ceived laft night from his Excellency, and 
this will inclofe another, at which your furprize 
wil not be greater thap mine was, when the 
Nabob lent me advice of the treatment he met 
with this morning from the Colonel. In my let¬ 
ter of yefterday, 1 offered it as my opinion, ei¬ 
ther to immediately have Ramnarain tlifmilled, 
or come yomfelf to fettle matters here, otherwile 
the poor Nabob mbit fall. I have not heard any 
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thing from the Colonel concerning this affair,, or 
of his motives, farther than, that heexprefled him- 
felfyefttrdayd'ifTatisfied with the Nabob for fending 
him word, that he would not coin the Siccas*f or 
• read the Cutba, till the guards were taken off the 
city gates. But, no doubt, he will write the ac¬ 
count of his proceedings, and give-his reafons for 
his condufl. I forefaw, in feme degree, the bad 
confequences of giving fuch ample power to your 
commanders in chief; Few men ran brook the 
lofing any part of the authority wherewith they 
are vefted, and fewer dill who can fupporc that 
authority with moderation. If you cannot come 
yourfelf, as 1 find the gentlemen at Madras will 
not fend the regiment, have not you the power to 
recall him, and confine the Major to. military 
operations only r I am perfuacied, this Gen too 
Rajah has laid a trap, into which the Colonel fell, 
by rail fin g a report, that the Nabob intended to 
attack the city as lali night. However, when the 
Colonel arrived at his tents thi#morning, there 
was not even bis cuftomary body-guard there; and 
as there were not the lead grounds or appearances 
of hoililiues on his Excellency’s part, the engage¬ 
ment is deferred till another opportunity. I have 
fent the Nabob word to bear with this treatment 
for a few days longer till your antwer arrives, and 
not to take any lrafty determination thereon, that 
you will certainly bear him through ; but He ap* 
prebends daily infults from his own people, now 
they find he is infuked publicly by theEnglifb, by 
whom they were before kept in fame awe. If you 
find 'yourfelf unable to carry the Nabob through 
his p re lent difficulties, lei the Rajah be declared 
Subah, and let this roiferable great man return 
inglorious, diigraced, and defpifed to Moorfhe- 
dabad, there to enjoy a fir.gle day of quiet, to 

which 
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which he has been an entire ftrangcr ever fince 
Ms arrival here. 

f am told, the Rajah ftruck Siccas yefterday 
in the mint; if'm, (and Iefteem my authority 
good) it is plain, that he is certain of luceeeding 
in'the government of this place; for he had not 
permiflioR from the Nabob to aft in this manner. 

His Excellency’s Moor,flay is juft arrived ; l 
afked him the purport of the letter he wrote the 
Colonel j he lays, it amounted to this, “ That 
“ he would come into the Kelia agreeable to ap- 
“ pointment, but that his Jernmadars would not 
** acquiefee thereto, until our guards were taken 
** off one of the city gates, that they might have 
“ liberty to enter and go out when they thought 

proper, that this being granted he would enter 
“ theKella, and then and there ftrike the Siccas, 
“ and read the Cutba.” But as'the Nabob will 
tranimit you a copy of the letter, I refer you to it 

1 will now fuppofe the Nabob to have refufed 
complying with linking the Siccas, and reading the 
Cutba, as allcdged againft him, (but before this 
comes to hand, you wilt know to the contrary, by 
his having previous to this Pent orders to Moor 
ihedabad, Decea, &c. to ftrike the Siccas on the 
twenty-fifth of this moon, being a lucky day, 
and of thefe his intentions he has wrote to the 
King) was this a reafon for the Colonel’s going 
armed to his tent ? Or has he authority to aft 
in this manner unnoticed ? Should he not have 
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Had the Nabob formed the delign of forcibly 
taking poflefiion of the city, could we not have 
had iiircarahs to have given the earlieft intima¬ 
tions of his firft motions to this proceeding, with¬ 
out the Colonel’s taking it for granted, and go¬ 
ing with two companies of Seapoys, and a troop 
of horie to the Nabob’s tents, two gurries before 
the day broke? 

The Nabob continues to requeft you will give 
his letters a careful perufal, without fhewing them 
to your Moonflhy. 

Si.k —Copy of a Letter from Mr. M*Gwire to 
Mr. Van Sittart. 

Dated 18 June 1762. 

Wrote you lad night to inclofe an account 
from his Excellency, letting forth the fstua- 
tiem he was in, and the condudt of the Colonel 
towards him. This evening I was favoured with 
a vifit from the Colonel, in which he gave me 
the whole account, declaring, that the Nabob 
took every ftep he could think of to render the 
fervices he propofeci doing him of no effed ; that 
they had agreed, at their lad meeting, to ftrike 
the Siccas, and read the Cutba as to-morrow ; 
that the Nabob was to come into the city, and 
live t here, and that hepropofed doing every thing 
the Nabob could with to render him eafy, and in 
confequence of this agreement, he as well as the 
Nabob had wrote circular letters of their inten¬ 
tions , that he was lurprized, inftead of finding 
the Nabob refolute in this agreement, to receive 
a letter from him, fetting forth, he would not 
come into the City till he had taken off the Sea- 
pay guards *, and, about the fame time, he re¬ 
ceived intelligence, that his Excellency had a con¬ 
futation with his Jemmadars, and that he had 

farther 
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farther feafons to believe he intended to raife his 
forces, and attack the city; that he had taken 
the neceffary precautions,‘ the night before, to 
prevent any fuch defign taking place, and in the 
morningwenc himielf to ieetheNabob (taking with 
oirrs his troop) to let him and his forces know that 
he was not to be terrified. I obfervedto him, that 
the.Nabob intended to keep to his agreement, 
but his Jemmadars were averfe to it, unlefs they 
tnigot come in and go out when they thought 
proper. He replied, he was fo far from hin¬ 
dering them, that he had confented to put 
fome of the Nabob’s people Chokeya on the gate, 
together with his own j that the intention of 
keeping thofe Chokeys there, was to keep out the 
rabble of his army. To-morrow was the clay fix¬ 
ed upon for ftriking thfe Siccas ; and whilft the 
Colonel remained here, Mr. Watts arrived with 
a mcfiage from the Nabob, to whom I under ~ 
lland the Colonel lent him, with feme terms of 
accommodation, as I imagine; for, after a private 
conference in my chamber, he told him, when 
he came out, to return to the Nabob, and know 
if he would ftrike the Siccas to-morrow. Here 
you have ail 1 know of the matter. 

b.x.l --‘Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to 
Colonel Coote, 

15 June 1761. 

I I was agreed, that on tuefday, the twelfth of 
the month Zeccada, 1 fhould enter the Ktlla, 
and publilh, with your concurrence, the Cutba 
and Siccas, in the name of his lacred and high 
Majefty. Conformably thereto, I was refolved 
upon going to theKelHu TfapRiffaladarsand Jem- 
madars with me, hearing of this, reprefented to 
me, that from the continuance of the guards of 
H 3 Seapoys, 
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Seapoys at the gates of the city, their palling 
and repaying would be obftru&ed; that, in the 
time of thefoabob Jaffier Alv Cawri, and the 
Nabob Nafn-ool-m.oolk deceafed, it never Hap¬ 
pened, that Telmgas had the guard of the gates 
of the city ; -and that till thofe guards were taken 
off they would not go. For this reafon I trou¬ 
ble yon, that It is neccffary to take off the Te- 
lingks from the gates of the city, that: I may go 
to the Kella, and attend with you to the publica¬ 
tion- of the Curb;' and Siccas, -and thefe people 
as they delire may have free ingrcis ana egrels to 
and front me. 

T.i.— We foUeKiiig is a Copy.of a Letter de¬ 
livered into Council the Pwenty-jixth of 
June. ' 

Gentleman, 

I T is with the utmoft concern I lay before you 
two letters received laft night from the Na¬ 
bob, containing a detail of fovne late occurrences 
at Patna, which ferve to ihew how much the pre- 
fen c happy tranquillity' of thefe Provinces is threa¬ 
tened by the effeifts of thofe violent prejudices, 
which were taken lip ffoon after the late Nabob 
Jaffier Aly Cawa refigned his government, and 
have been fo Indviftrioufly propagated ever fince. 

The urgency of the prefent circurnftances will 
not allow' roe time to enter into a detail of the 
feveral facts, which, when collected, v ill fhew 
the truth of what I have above afferted. Such a 
detail Hull* be'my next work, jtnd I will engage 
to prove, that thofe prejudices are the founda¬ 
tion of the prefent dangers. But fir It, let us en¬ 
deavour, as far as intis lies, to remedy the difor- 
der, and guard againft thefe dangers. 
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I fay as far as in us lies, beesufe our future 
orders' may .perhaps be as little regarded as our 
paft. If the officers commanding our tioopshad 
attended to the inftrudtions we fent them, the dis¬ 
putes at Patna bad not continued till this time, 
nor been carried to id dangerous a length. 

Ramnarair, the Naib or deputy-of that Pro¬ 
vince, has been ever remarkable-for his capacity 
in the arts and intrigues of this country. He 
foon diicovered, how many had taken up preju¬ 
dices agamft the prefect Nabob Coffim A-ly Cawtt* 
and who were. He had a long account to 
fettle of his three or four years -admioiftration, 
and fought, with too much fuccefs, to engage fuch 
as he knew to be already biailed againft. she Na¬ 
bob, to fupport him in refufing or evading the 
rendering an account of his adminiftration. 

Corn pi eat tranflations of the Nabob’s two let¬ 
ters lliall be laid before you at our next meeting. 
■As yet, they have pa fled under no eyes but my 
own, becaufe I think it. highly neceflary we 
fhould conceal., as much as poffible, from the. 
world, the extreme ili ufage which the Nabob 
has received. Thanks to his moderation, arid 
his entire dependence on our jultice and good 
faith, the open halftimes, which feem to, have 
been intended, were, for that: time, avoided. 
What he may have been forced to, before now, is 
a fubjccV in my mind of much unua finds. 

The moft material circumt'iances of the Na ¬ 
bob’s letter are thefe following. (Here follows a 
recital of them agreeably to the contents of the 
letter already entered.) 

This, gentlemen, is the fubflance- of the. Na¬ 
bob’s letter, dated the fixteenth of June. The 
other of the ieventeenth, contains the relation of 
a faft yet more furpriziog and alarming. (Here 

H 4 follows 
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follows the account of Colonel Coote’s behaviour 
in the Nabob’s camp.) 

This, gentlemen, is the faff as related in the 
Nabob’s iecond letter, to which he adds, a ftrong 
reprefentation of the ill effe&s, which fuch an af¬ 
front put upon him, nwft have on his reputation 
in all parts of India, and even among his own 
people, and he concludes with requiring juftice to 
be done him. 

No account of this affair is vet arrived from 
the Colonel, but along with the Nabob’s letters I 
received one from Mr. M'Gwire, dated the le~ 
vcnteenth, and another of the eighteenth is juft 
come to hand. Copies of fuch parts of thrfe as 
relate to this affair I have annexed hereunto ; 
and as I regard that gentleman always as a mem ¬ 
ber of the Board, and of the Select Committee, 
I think fome regard is to be had to his opinion 
upon the ftate of affairs on the Ipot where he is, 
notwithftanding the Colonel’s refufaf to be guid¬ 
ed by, or even to reply to the inftxu&ions we ad- 
dreffed to him, and Mr. M‘Gwire jointly. 

That gentleman has, however, tranfmitted me 
from time to time an account of what has been 
palling at. Patna, and obferved to me, in two or 
three different letters, t hat he fufpefted from the 
many vmreafonabie applications made to the Na¬ 
bob, of a nature not to be complied with, and 
from other circumftances, . that there was a fettled 
and fixed defign of bringing things to an extre¬ 
mity. I rauftowr, that fome of the meafures ta¬ 
ken here, and which (hall be particularised in the 
narrative I propofe to lay before you, leemed to 
favour fuch an opinion ; yet I could never bring 
myfelf to believe, that prejudice could hurry men 
fo far, as to make them carelefs of the prefent 
happy tranquillity of thefe Provinces . in general, 
»<jd of the Company’s valuable pofleffions, and 

deftrom 
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ciefirous of putting thefe hleffings, and the Jives 
of thoufands to rifle, by opening a fcene of frefh 
troubles, which could not fail to fucceed the going 
to war with the Nabob without re afon, and with¬ 
out provi lion nude for the better regulation of the 
government after his death, or expu!tion,fjppofing 
one of thefe to be the confequence oi our taking 
up arms again ft him, as it probably would, Befides 
thefe refleaions, another confideration prevented 
my giving credit to there being really fuch. a de- 
ftgn, and which indeed would have led mt ~o 
hold the defign and the authors in contempt, if 
I could have perfuaded mylelf fuch did exift; I 
mean the repeated orders of the Seiedt Commit¬ 
tee to the commanding officer of the army to fnp~ 
port and affift the Nabob, which 1 thought fuffi- 
cient' to prevent any bad offers. But this affair is 
grown more ferious than 1 could have imagined. 

When I confider the frequent reprefentations 
made to us, both by Major Carnac and Colonel 
Coote, of the little ten/ices to be expected from 
the Nabob’s troops; that he was Incapable, even 
of calling an ordinary Zemindar to an account, 
without our afiiftance j when I confider alio, that 
not only the city of Patna, but all the reft of the 
frontiers of the Nabob’s dominions are, and have 
been defended by our troops, as Beerboom, Mid- 
napoor, and Chittagong. I find it almoft itnpof- 
fible to perfoade myfelf, the Colonel could really 
think the Nabob had a defign to afiauk the city» 
and if he could entertain fitch a thought, he fhould 
have let the Nabob begin the afiauk, in which he 
could not poflibly have fyeceeded, and then the 
whole world would have been convinced that the 
Nabob was in the wrong. 

But whatever might have been the Colonel’s de« 
fign, hisfally, as related in the Nabob’s fecond letter, 
was fo conducted, as might naturally have been 
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expected to produce Come dlfturbanec in the Na¬ 
bob’s camp, and of that the immediate confe- 
qucncc would have been a general engagement 
between two armies, which I have always regard¬ 
ed as ading in concert, as ftrid friends and al¬ 
lies. I have laid, gentlemen, and I repeat it, 
that it was owing to the Nabob’s moderation, and 
his entire confidence in ourjuftice and good faiths 
that hoftilities did not immediately follow this af¬ 
front put on him, Rut as I am doubtful what 
farther meafurcs may have been purfued to this 
time: 

1 do therefore, in the firft place, folemnly pro- 
ti-ft againii thofe whom it may concern, for all 
the bad coniequences that may enfste before the 
diredicns of the Board hereupon can reach the 
army, and declare myfelf not. accountable for the 
blood that- may be fpilc, the difturbances that may- 
lay wafte' the country, and the Ioffes which the 
Company in particular may fuftain, in their pof- 
feffions, by any meafurcs which may be purfued in 
contradiction to the orders of the Select Com¬ 
mittee, corroborated and confirmed by repeated 
letters from myfelf to the commanders of our 
army, to whoft;, as well as to the Nabob, I have 
Continually recommended reciprocal refped and 
friendihip, and moderation in all deferences of 
opinion. 

And, in the next place, 1 do propofe, and 
moft ftrenuoufly recommend to the Board, to 
come to fuch refoklcions as may be ft tend to pre¬ 
vent any dangers of this unexpected kind in fu¬ 
ture, and particularly, that the charge of the 
army may be given to fome officers who will obey 
our orders. 

The foregoing rcprefentaiion of Colonel Coote’s 
fatly to the Nabob’s camp, is fuch as was imme¬ 
diately 
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•■diatdy tranfmitted by the Nabob. It is j;<fc to 
infert the GoIonePs own account'of it, 

b$$8fv V$$$• *w f * C^V y .J P': 

V .3 .-™ Copy of a Letter from Colonel Coote to 
Mr. Van Slttart* 

Dated 19 June 1161. 

f N the poftfeript to my litter of the thirteenth 
JL inftant, {acquainted you'of the Nabobs hav¬ 
ing been widi'fne, and by the convcrfation I had 
with him, RajebuIJub^ and Golam AlyCawn that 
day, I had all the rcafun to'expeft, that l fHonH 
ibon have his aitairs fettled to the fatisfaftion of 
every body, and my own credit. I likewife in¬ 
formed you, of his agreeing to proclaim the King 
this day. He afked me, whether it would not be 
proper for him to come into the Kella on this 00 
cafion ? I told him, it was a very proper ftep, 
and what I had longwifhed' for, as by that means 
I could be oftener with him than my health would 
per nut me now, Upon which he laid, he would 
come in on Wednefday the feventeenth, and a {Ic¬ 
ed me, if I would pay him a vifit that day upon 
his arrival? I replied,"that I would with plea- 
fore, and that I Would ftkewife wait on him the 
morning he intended proclaiming the King,' re¬ 
ceive a drefs from him, and proceed in pubiidc 
with him to the Mofquc ; and told him, that as 
I had wrote to all the Zemindars of the country 
to come in, and fettle their accounts with' him, and 
had promifcd to write to the King by his Vdckeel, 
I thought the more pubiidc we appeared toge¬ 
ther, it would have the greater weight in tranf- 
a&ing his affairs * on this occafion, the Nabob 
and his attendants abovementioned exp relied their 
fatisfaftion in the itrongeft terms. 

He then allc&l me, to have our Seapoys taken 
off the gates of the city ^ in anfwer, 1 told him, 

it 
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it lurprized me he fliould ftiil harp on that fob- 
jedt, as l had before given him Efficient reafons 
of their utility , and added, that thofe Seapoys were 
11 part of his army, and under the command of 
Captain Robert.cn, and were therefore ready to 
obey hia orders; that the direftions I had given 
Captain Robertfon were, that they fhould flop no 
body belonging to the Nabob from palling and 
repafling into the city; only not to deliver the 
gates to an armed forte without my order, and to 
keep their poft quiet; that: he had himfelf often 
declared he had no command over his own forces, 
and that it was very well known, that thofe very 
forces had formerly an intention (and were near 
putting it into execution) to plunder the city-, 
that, at this particular time, I had but very few 
troops with me, arid therefore for his fecurity. as 
well as my own, I could not be too much on my 
guard. He like wife afked me, if he fhould bring 
in feme of his principal people to relide with him ? 
I replied, by all means; they then took their leave 
feemingly very well fatisfied. 

I heard nothing from him afterward till the fif¬ 
teenth at night, when he lent me, by one of his 
Chubdars, a letter (a copy of which I now mclofe 
you, together with others relative to the tranfac- 
tions here) requiring an immediate sinfwer. The 
method, of his fending the letter, and the purport 
of it furprized me not a little •, and I fen: for Go- 
lam Aly Cawn, who was then in the hoiife, to 
come to my room, and afked him, if he knew 
the purport of the letter I had juft received from 
the Nabob; he faid, that before he left the Durbar 
he heard there was a letter to be fare, and by what 
he could find, he thought a very improper one after 
what had palled at ourlaft meeting, and wlfhed, 
that the Nabob had better advilera; l told him, 
I wifhed fo too, and that 1 thought it sauft appear 
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King, and that I had lent circular letters' to the 
Zemindars to come, and fettle their accounts with 
him as Subah, to have the ceremony of proclaim¬ 
ing the King performed in the capital of the Pro¬ 
vince, by his lervant aGentoo, whilft he a Mul- 
feltman remained in his camp in the neighbour¬ 
hood., This affair feerned to me to be of fuch 
cpnlequence, that I defired to have nothing more 
to do with mdTages, bur defired to fee hitmelf 
next day. When I was informed, that the Na~. 
bob would not come, and by intelligence, that he 
had mpll ol his Jemniadars in coni’ukation with 
him, 1 at night fent to Captain Robertfon to keep 
a good look out, and fee that no rnifchief was 
done ; and 1 iikewife fent Hirearahs into his camp 
to obferve what pafled, .and bring me an account. 
At midnight I was acquainted, that their guards 
were doubled, and a great ftir among them. This I 
find by the folfowingexpretfion of Gclam AlyCawn 
was partly ©ccafaoried by Coja Gregory, which he 
has fince dropped in company with Mr. Watts, 
that he was not afraid to tell Coja Gregory, at 
the time he was ordering it, that it would be pro- 
du&ive of no good, and muff give offence to the 
Colonel. Next, morning, in order to be better 
acquainted how things went, l thought it necef- 
lary to go with myufual .attendants to the Nabob’s 
Cent, to Ipeak with him about thole matters, and 
finding he was not up I departed i leaving Mr. 


trieadly part by him, and ciiac by theft proceed- 
jngs he was putting it out of my power to feive 
*xim n J then took ( a tour round his encampment, 
v^nere 1 found every thing wore the appearance of 

tranquillity. 
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Vi a--- ExtraB of a 'Letter from Colonel 

Coote to the Governor and Council. 


Dated 17 July 1761. 

A Few hours before I left Patna, I had tne 
honour of your letter of the cwenty-fixth 
of June, together with copies of the Nabob’s 
and' Mr. M‘C» wire’s letters to the Prefident, as 
alfo extrads of the minutes of Council. 

As I have not been the firft pec Ton whole actions 
have been condemned unheard, I therefore can¬ 
not lock upon it as a particular misfortune at¬ 
tending me alone. The Nabob’s dilagrecmeue 
with me on account of proclaiming the King, 
which feems to be die fource. of the indignities 
fhewn me, I Ihould have before now related to the 
Board, bad I looked on it as an affair of any 
conitquence to trouble them with > but as a com¬ 
mon occurrence 1 related it in my private cor- 
refpondence with Mr. Van Sittart (in my letter of 
the nineteenth of June, to which I beg leave to 
refer you) whole weight with the Nabob, as it 
leaned to me, might have been fufficient to fettle 
any,,little points of variance. But to my great 
furprize, the moft fcandalous conftrudfcions are put 
upon all my attions, and the greateft falfehoods 
no looner propagated than credited* which, if my 
word has any weight, will evidently appear by 
my letter beforementioned, and what follows. 

On the 16th of June in the evening, having had 
different reports brought me concerning the Na¬ 
bob’s proceedings, I told Captain Eifer I intend¬ 
ed paying him'a viCt next morning, to endea¬ 
vour to fettle matters with him, and at fupper- 
time, defired that gentleman to order the troop¬ 
ers and my ufual attendants to be ready a little 
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after day-light. About fix o’clock next morn- 
four, I fet out from my quarters to the Nabob’s, 
(which is about two cofs) with about twenty-five 
European cavalry, and one company of Seapoys, 
which happened at that time to be a fewer num¬ 
ber than uftialty attended me when I went upon 
,niblick vifits, and 1 lent Mr. Watts on before to 
let the Nabob know, I was coming to wait on 
him. By the rime l arrived at his tents it was 
near 1'even o’clock. I he Nabobs I fino, accufes 
•trie of going in a violent manner through his 
tents, bn the contrary, the place where t alight¬ 
ed from my ho rife was near the Durbar teat, and 
thepla.ee where I always had alighted , and upon 
feeing Mr. Watts 1 afkedhim, where the Nabob 
was ? Who replied, he was aflsep in his Zunanay 
and as I had reafon to fafpedV from my intelli¬ 
gence the 2aft twenty-four hours that his inten¬ 
tions were not the be ft, 1 therefore when alight¬ 
ing took my pittols out of my holftersformy own 
fecurity, (as l fddom ride with afword) but de¬ 
clare they were not cockedand I affirm, that l 
went no farther than the Durbar ;nt, where I fat 
down for a little time; ftill finding the Nabob, 
did not come, f defired Captain Lifer to order 
two troopers to fee, 1 that no body of ti oops came 
in at the back part of the tent ; and I now de¬ 
clare, that no one was placed on his Zunana. As 
the Nabob did not come, 1 went away, and for 
the reft of this affair, I refer you to mv letter to 
the-President. 

The Nabob farther aceufes me, of having en¬ 
deavoured to oblige him to make up matters with 
Co nig a r Cawn and the Carric'cpoor Rajah. I 
deviate, I never mentioned them bo him in any o- 
ther light than that, if he could not by any means 
take them* to make up matters with them-, and 
that I particularly refufed feeing their Vackeds, 
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and never had any correlpondence with them has 
by two letters, which i wrote theta by the Na¬ 
bob’s defire, copies of which have been transmit¬ 
ted to the Prefident..... With regard to the 
Dinagepoor people, I was petitioned by the fons 
of the late Rajah (whofe country had been taken - 
from them by the Nabob, after taking a Nuzzur 
of ten lacks of rupees) reqnetting, that I would 
fpeak to the Nabob in their behalf, and deliver 
their petition to him, which was ail the part I 
afted in that affair.With refpeft to the Ra¬ 

jah of Radfhay, Mr. Batfon defired 1 would endea¬ 
vour to ferve him with the Nabob, as he had been 
fleeced by the Royroyan, and his country taken 
from him. i accordingly represented it to him t fince 
Which reprefentacion that poor unhappy man (tho* 
feverity years of age) has been tied up by the heels, 
and flogged with rattans almoft to death.This {Lock¬ 
ing piece of cruelty not being thought fufficient, he 
was put in irons, and remained in that fituation 
till Mr. Ration, through his humanity, had with 
difficulty by his interett got him freed from his 
lhackles, but the poor old man flill continues a 
prifoner. As toMyrza Killy Aly, I never men¬ 
tioned him to the Nabob, nor has any body done 
it by any authority from me. The only perfon, 
whofe interett I urged, was $he unhappy brother 
of Meer Jaffier, with whom I was formerly ac¬ 
quainted, and whom I found on my journey at 
Patna at Rajemaul ftarving with a large family* 
1 begged the Nabob to do fomething for him ; 
and he ordered him one thoufand rupees per 
month, chiefly through the interceflion of Raje- 
bullub, who, by my requeft, ufed his interett on 
that qccafion ; but that poor man has not profited 
by this in the leall, having hitherto not received 
a fingle rupee. . ; .. As there was a report fpread, 
that the Fougedar of Hougly was to be turned 
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out, Mr. Watts mentioned, in a private diicourfe 
with Rajebullub, that if the Nabob would give 
that poll to Nundeomar, it might be a means of 
obliging tome gentlemen, whofe friendfhip might 
be acceptable to him j and this was really hinted 
from a friendly view towards the Nabob, 

The public character I was in obliged me to re¬ 
ceive petitions, and to hear the complaints of eve¬ 
ry one. I therefore could not do Ids than inform 
the Nabob of them. But finer. I found that any 
applications through me were the fure means of 
hurting the poor people who complained (the 
Nabob having declared publiekly, that whoever 
applied to the Einglifii was not his friend) I after¬ 
wards prevented their troubling me with their 
petitions. 

W).>—*—• ‘ExtraSt of a Letter front Major 
Carnac to the Seledt Committee. 

Dated 116 June 1761, 

Y OU have not been pleafed, gentlemen, to 
allow me to have any thing to fay or do 
with regard to Ramnarain, but if it depended on 
me, I declare no confideratior whatever lliould in- 
duce me to give my confent to removing a man, 
whom we are bound to maintain by engagements 
prior to, and consequently more obligatory than 
any we may have fince entered into withCoflim Aly 
C'awn. 1 havejhad hints before with regard to this 
unfortunate Gentoo, to which, if I would have li- 
liened, I might probably have turned my cam¬ 
paign to pretty good account j but, indifferent as 
my circumftanees are, I thank God I fcorn enlarg¬ 
ing them by any means that would not fltand the 
rnoft public inipeiftion. 
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X i —Extratl of a Letter from Major Carnac 
to the Governor and Council. 


Dated 21 Jjine 1761 


H I S Majefty crofted the CararnnaiTa this morn¬ 
ing, He made fuch long marches from Sa- 
eefam hither., that it was impofftbie for, me to keep 


pace with him, and I was forced to leave the ar¬ 
my a march behind, in order to get up to him. 
Yefterday evening on parting, he made me the 
moft public declaration of his particular regard for 
me, and difn lifted me with every mark of honour 
that could poflibly be conferred on me. The ac¬ 
companying is a copy of two Arzees I preferred 
to him lall night, with the anfwera he wrote in the 
body thereof with his own hand, in the prefence 
of Mef. Lufhington and Ironlide as well as my- 
felf. He has alfo wrote to you, gentlemen, with 
a promife of ifiuing out his royal Sunnud, con¬ 
firming the Company in all their prefent poflefii- 
ons and priviledges, provided the proper Pdhcufh 
be paid, and, in the fame letter, has made you an 
offer of the Dewannee of Bengal, on conditio!), of 
your being anfwerable for the royal revenues, of 
which he declares, he expe&s no account while 
Cofllm Aly Ca.vn has the management thereof. 

I do not chul'e to venture fending you this letter, 
for fear it fhouhi be loft, as I have no duplicate 
of it, but acquaint you with the purport chat you 
may be enabled to anfvver his Majelty, which an- 
fwer.he defires may be tranfmitted to him as loon 
as poflible. 


Yi .~—'Copy 
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Yj >—— Copy of aTranjlation of an Arzee, 
wrote by Major Carnac to the King, with 
the King's Jnftoer faperfcribed. 

I T is about five months fince your Majefty ho¬ 
noured the tents of your faithful fervant with 
your pretence at Gya, and from your gracious 
will and pleafure, and in contequence of the ad- 
drefs and engagements of your fervant (devoted 
to your high and facred court) in full confidence 
graced the Kella of Ayimabad. God is my wit* 
nefs, that from the commencement of my lervice 
to this time, 1 have never deviated, in the rnoit 
minute circumllaoce, from the engagement of fi¬ 
delity, which I made with your Majefty, but ever 
heartily attentive to my duty and loyal attachment, 
and ready to devote my life to your welfare, and 
regarding always the ftrift obfervatice of my fide¬ 
lity as my chief happinefs, to the utmofi; of my 
power 1 have obeyed your facred commands, and 
you have gradoufiy declared, that you were pleaf- 
ecl with the faithfulnefs of your fervant, exalting 
me in honour above the clouds. Relying on that 
gracious difpofifcio'n, which affords a (hadow to the 
higheit and the humbleft of your (laves, I am in 
hopes that what I dial! repretent to you will obtain 
your royal approbation. For this caufe your ter- 
vant, who is a dependent of the Englifh Compa¬ 
ny, humbly petitions, that your Majefty will be 
pleated to order, that Sunnuds be granted for all 
the Zemindaries and Factories of commerce, be¬ 
longing to the Company in the Empire of Indo- 
llan, at Calcutta in the Subah of Bengal, and 
Madras, and Bombay, and the port of Surat in 
the. diftrifts of Deccan. In thefts four places, 
which are the principal f actories of the ltnglilh 
Company, let the Company have the privisedge 

I 2 of 




of a mint in each ; and that a Sunnud, after the 
tifual form, be granted for the confirmation of the 
Jageers of Colonel Clive, who is one of the fer- 
vants of the facred court, and the patron of this 
faithful fervant, whole attachment and devotion is 
notorious to the whole Empire, which to this day 
he has been honoured with by the royal donations; 
and let your Majefty look upon this your fervant 
(who is a Arranger in thefe regions) as one of the 
meaneft of the lervants of the Court., nor forget or 
blot him from your remembrance; and to the .(aft 
breath of my life I lhall ever pray, that the Al¬ 
mighty may make your Majerty (whefe dignity is 
equal to Solomon’s) an honour and ornament to 
the throne and everlalUng Empire of India, an ttd- 
iiiiniftrator of juft ice and equity, and a protestor 
of the people of God, greater than the great King 
Timoor, that all the chiefs and all the inhabitants 
of rhe world may be held in obedience and fide¬ 
lity by your royal clemency. 

(Superfcnbed by the King.) 

The purport of the Arzee is fully underftood. 
In confequence of the faithful attachment of that 
t.ufty fervant, we agree and confect to it. When¬ 
ever the petition for it is fent in form, and the Piih- 
culli delivered to the royal Sircar, the petitioned 
Sunnuds we will gracioufly grant. Btfides this, 
in confideration of the fervices of that fervant the 
Dewannee of theSubah of Bengal, on condition 
of paying the Malguzarv, (according to the former 
amount) and a fuitable PUhculh, fhall be granted. 

Zi.-• Copy of Mr, Van Sittart’j Minute, 

and the Refilutions of the Board on the Ma¬ 
jor b Letter. 

T HE Prelident cannot help obferving on the 
foregoing, that inftead of fetting forth the 

attachment, 
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attachment, which the Englifh nation and the 
Company, have always fheWn to the Mogul go¬ 
vernment, the fums they have expended, and the 
valour they have, exerted in defeating the King’s 
enemies, the Major’s whole thoughts are employ¬ 
ed in exprelftng his own lev vices' and fidelity i in 
confideration ot which he requefts, that the in¬ 
dulgences therein mentioned may be granted to 
the Company. He has not fufficiently confidered, 
that it is the fervicesof the Nation and the Com¬ 
pany that fliould be pleaded, and recorded on all 
luch occafions, in order to increafe their refpect 
and reputation in foreign countries; fiich pleas 
may be ufed in favour of that Nation and Com¬ 
pany in future times, when they have any thing 
to apply for, which is a refpect that will not be 
paid to any perfonal fervices and farther, that 
all thole indulgencies, he has applied for, were 
ordered, from the Seledt Committee, and indeed 
without fuch orders he could not juftify the apply¬ 
ing for any thing •, yet he takes not the leaft no¬ 
tice of the Committee, nor the Governor and 
Council, which the Prefident mentions asonein- 
ftance aro^ many others of the great defire the 
molt of our military officers have to conceal from 
the world, that they have dependence on a By ci¬ 
vil power. 

With regard to the King’s offer of the Dewan- 
nee, the Board are of opinion, that were the Com¬ 
pany to accept of it, it would only be a fource 
of perpetual conteft and ill-will with the Nabob j 
but lead luch an appointment might at any time 
hereafter be thought advantageous, we will for the 
preterit defer coni ng to any refolucion thereon, 
and only write the King in anfwer, that we fit all 
toon lend our requefts in form. 


' . mis r^y 



A2.-- Copy of a Letter from the Governor 

and Council (Me/. Van Siltart, Amyatt, 
Ellis, Sumner, and Smith) to Major 
Carnac, 

Dated 6 July iyoi , 

W E have received your letter of the twenty- 
firft, incloling copy of the two requefta 
you prefented to the King, with anfwers fuper- 
icribed by him. Thole anfwers are very indeter¬ 
minate, and. far from exprefling his conferit j they 
are indeed no way fo favourable as we think we 
might have expected, confidering the good faith, 
candour, and attachment we have fhewn him in 
his nwft diftrefied circmnftances, and the fup - 
plies of money he has received by our ■ influence 
from the Nabob. 

We cannot help remarking upon the file of 
your requeft, as it may ferve for your better guid¬ 
ance on future cccafions. You have faid much 
of your ownfervices and attachment to the King, 
atjd negle&ed entirely fo fair and juft: an opportu¬ 
nity of (acting forth the reputation and power of 
our Nation, the attachment which the Company 
have always fhewn to the Mogul government, the 
forns they have expended, and the blood that has 
been Hied in defeating the King’s enemies in dif¬ 
ferent parts of India, and the particular obliga¬ 
tions, which he in perfon owes to the government 
in Bengal. Such lhould be the ftile of ail public 
applications to foreign Courts, in order that ’they 
may ferve our Nation for arguments on all future 
occaiions. 

With regard to the Dewannee of thefe Pro¬ 
vinces, the Shah’s offer is as indeterminate as his 
anfwers to your requefts j and as it would be a 


fotirce 
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fource of continual jealoufies between the Nabob 
ana the Company, we do not think advifeable to 
iue ior it at this time, 

- JixtraB of a Letter from Major 

L arnac, to -the Governor and Council, 

Dated ,28 June iy6t. 

I N my I aft I mentioned my having a fetter for 
you from, his Majcfty, relative to his confir¬ 
mation of all tlr. Company's poffeflions and pri- 
Vikdges^ and containing an offer to yourfelves of 
the pewanee of Bengal, and my unwillingnefs to 
^ u.l a letter of luch confecjuence by the ordinary 
conveyance. I have likewile ieveral other letters 
for you from .him, feme of a public, and fome of 
a pjivate nature ^ for fear therefore any inconvex 
mencelhould refult from their being delayed* J. 
fhail give them in charge to Enfign Sainton, with 
omers to convey them to you as faft as poflible, 
jf the Colonel will give him permiffiom I have 
uone every tning for the lervi.ee of my mailers* 
tiiat the little power you were willing to inveft me 
vvitii would admit of my doing. 1 have obtained 
a j>tQmne from his Majefty, under his own hand, 
0i /?y a confirmation of a)l your poffeffions 
an,u ptiviledges,. provided you pay him a proper 
i unculh, as has been always cuflornary, in return 
ior luch grants* It refevwith you, whether or not 
you will oe at the expence of procuring them ; if 
you intend it, it is neceffary you Ihould, without 
o _ v ™e r , fetid an able and trufty Gen too to 
rduie as your Vackeel with the Court, and bring 
the buunefs to a fpeedy iiTue. 


C2 .** 


-Copy 
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Cz.“-~~~Copy of a Letter from Mi\ M'Gwirc 
to Major Carnac, 

Dated $ July 1761,, 

I N anfwer to my requeft for leaving two hun¬ 
dred rank and file, exclufive of the lick, Mr. 
Reed, by your directions, has acquainted me, that 
you have orders from the Colonel to include the 
tick and that if t fhould ftill be of opinion it is 
necelfary to keep up that number of effedive here, 
I mull write to Calcutta for frefii orders, which will 
arrive before your departure, as you cannot exe¬ 
cute your orders for returning in kfs than twenty 
days. 

The Colonel, you acquainted me, has lent or¬ 
ders to Saferam for Captain Hart to return dired- 
ly and you have, as I underftand, fent the like 
to Captain Champion, from whence, it may be 
prefumed, they will arrive here In about fix days. 
Jn the mean time, preparations may be made for 
their embarking, and what is to detain them af¬ 
terwards, I am at a lofs to find out. 

However, Sir, that I may execute my orders, 
without lofs of time, I requeft you will deliver 
over die command, ordered to remain here, to Cap¬ 
tain Corftairs; they may be feleded hereafter, and 
as his Excellency is defirous of coming into the 
city, you will order the ceritries it the gates to be 
taken off. - 

I am farther to requeft an old battalion may be 
left me, in the room of the Seapoys commanded 
by Captain Stibbert, as they are at prefent unfit, 
for immediate fervice. 
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€2.a -— — Copy of Major Carnacb Anjwer /<* 
the foregoing Letter. 

Dated 6 July 176c, 

A S the Board neither have, nor indeed have 
Jf\. the power to put me under your directions, 
I am not accountable to you for my proceedings 
here, nor are you to prefcribe the time that may 
be rec uifite for getting every thing ready for trans¬ 
porting that part of the army which I am ready to 
take down with me. Of this you Will allow me 
to be as good a judge as yourfelf, efpecially as 
there are two or three things to be done before we 
fet out, which you are probably unacquainted 
with, both a general mufter, and a general court 
martial to be held, which muft employ afewdays. 
You may be allured, however, no time Shall be 
loft, as I am as impatient to get away from Patna, 
as you can be to have me away ; but, in the in¬ 
terim; 1 will deliver over the command to no one. 

Colfim Aly Cawn may come into the Kolia when 
he pleafes, and I will be anfwerable for the fecu * 
rity of his perfon, but l will not take off tfcs 
guards that have been fo long polled at the gates. 
W ere that armed rabble about him to have free 
ingrefs and egrefs, lbme quarrel would inevitably 
happen between them and our people, which, as 
well as any accident happening to the city, I will 
endeavour to prevent during my continuance in it. 

I think Captain Stibbert’s battalion full good 
enough for any ferviee they can be employed on at 
this feafon of the year, and as they have been all 
along appropriated for the ufe of your Factory, ! 
lhall certainly include them in the two thoufand 
Seapoys dirt died to be left with you, unlefs I re¬ 
ceive orders from the gentlemen below to the con¬ 
trary. 


x' 

I' , 

£ , 1 ' , • 
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Qopy of a Letter from the 1 Board 
Van Sittart, Amyatt, Sumner, and 
Smith) to Major Carnae. * 

■ 14 July 1761. 

"f '¥ J F. have received a letter from Mr. M'Gwim, 
VV dated the fixth inftant, accompanied with 
a copy of your letter to him of the fame date. 

We defire to know* by what authority you have 
kept the command of the army at Patna, becaule 
either in Colonel Coote or you there is a manifeft 
.Contempt of our. orders of the twenty.fixth uit. j 
which directed, that both you gentlemen fhouid 
return to Calcutta, and that the troops Ihould be 
left under the command of Captain Carftairs, to 
follow the mflrudHons of Mr. M*Gwire. The 
muftering the army, or holding a court martial,are 
not fufficient reaibns, as both thofc ferviees might 
be performed in Calcutta. We would aik you-far¬ 
ther, whether it ispoffible, that any officer receiving 
thole orders, for leaving two hundred Europeans 
and.two thoufand Seapoys, to afJift the Nabob in 
fettling the affairs,at Patna, can, without a mar.i- 
teft intention of counteracting our determination, 
underftand, that the Tick fimvil be included amongft 
the Europeans, and the Seapoys to be left on fer- 
vice, to be the worft of the army. 

It is true, that we ihould avoid, as much as 
poffible, putting any officer, entitled to a feat at 
the Board in military affairs, under the orders of 
any member of that Board, who, on Rich occa- 
fions, would fit below him ■, and this regard for 
your rank was one reafon among others, why we 
did not propofe to you to remain at Patna, under 
the orders of Mr, M l Gwire •, however. Sir, that 

you 


N. B. Mr. Amyatt did not fign this letter. 
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you may not think that rule in variable, you will 
give me leave to inform you, that we can, when 
theCompany’s fervice requires it, oblige any offi¬ 
cer in their lervice to aft under the direftions of 
their governors or faftors at any of their fettle- 
tfients. 

Neither is it poflibie the ferv ice can be well .con¬ 
cluded on the independent looting which you are 
pleafed to claim ; witnefs your little regard to the 
reprefentations of Mrt M'Gwire, with refpeft to 
the choice of the troops to be left at Patna, as be- 
forementioned, although the Company’s Faftory 
and effefts there, as well- as the execution of the 
fervice for which thefe troops are to be left, is com¬ 
mitted to the charge of that gentleman. 

To put an end to thefe difpmes we direct,- that 
on the receipt of this letter you give over the com¬ 
mand of the army to Captain Carftairs, with or¬ 
ders to follow the direftions of Mr. M‘Gwi:re, to 
whom we have given the necefiary inftruftions, 
concerning the draughting of the troops so be 
kept at Patna, and the embarkation of the reft 
for Calcutta. 

And you will repair to Calcutta yourfeif with ail 
convenient fpeed. 

B2.— ExtraSi of a Letter from Major Carnac 
to the Governor and Council; 

Dated 7 July 

J | N conlequence of an order from Colonel Cootn 
L I left the detachment, with which I had the 
onour to efcort his Majefty, at Salaram the thir¬ 
tieth of June, and arrived here the third of July, 
on which the Colonel relolved to return to Calcutta, 
and was preparing to fee out on the morning of the 
filth. In the interim, he received a letter from 

the 
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the Board, which only ferved to confirm him in 
his refolution, and he gave me directions to exe¬ 
cute their orders, which I tha.ll do with the utmoft 
cxpedition, being as averfe as the Colonel from 
having any hand in the bufinefs that is likely to 
be carried on. I efteem myfelf extremely happy 
in being removed from the command of the army, 
as I could not have fullered it, whilft 1 was at the 
head thereof, to be employed on the purpofes for 
which I find it is intended, without: a dire ft breach 
of the declarations I have formerly made to you 
in regard to Ramnarain. 1 cannot help, on this 
occafion, laying before you two paragraphs, the 
one extracted from your letter to me of the ninth 
of February, viz. 

“ We obferve, when Colonel Gaillaud began 
,c his march to Fatna, the beginning of the (all 
year, he had particular infixu&ions from Co- 
4t lonel Clive and the reft of the Committee to 
,l protefi Ramnarain, in cafe of the Nabob’s ma - 
king any attempt againit his person or honour. 
We believe fuch an injunction at this time un- 
“ neceflary, as the present Nabob Teems to be 
** well inclined towards Ramnarain, But lhould 
“ it prove otherwife, it is our refolution to have 
“ tliefame regard to the former engagements in 
w his favour as was then defigned, and therefore 
'* direfl you, iri cafe of neceflity, to protedl Ram- 
** narain againft all violence ana injuflice that may 
“ be offered to his perfon, honour, Or fortune.” 1 ’ 
The other from your letter of the twenty-firft of 
April, “ We ever intended to preferve Ramnarain 
“ in the government of Patna, and have there- 
“ fore recommended it to Colonel Coote to give 
him his protection in all circumflances.” Fray, 
how are thefe reconcileable to the inftruclions ad- 
drejfifed to Mr. M‘Gwire, of which l have feen a 
copy, attefted to be a true one by the $ub-fecrc-< 

tary ? 


pllplift ilflltST Sf ; 
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... , ? The force to be left at Patna is exprefly 
fair! to be ec only to alfift the Nabob in fettling ♦ 

accounts with Ramnarain, and the feveral Ze > 

« mindars of the Patna Province.” After which 
is the following article. “ This you (Mr. 

“ McGwire) are to do in general ro the utmoft 
nc of your power. In fuch manner as he may ap- 
41 ply to you. With refpedt to Ramnarain, it 
** may be rieceflary to be fomewhat particular; 
u Colonel Coote is already directed to affilt the 
“ Nabob fo far as to fufpend him (Ramnarain) 

**■ from his government until the accounts are let" 

‘ tied, and to put the Nabob’s people in pofieffi- 
on of all the revenues. This you will conform 
“ to, and let him be brought to an adjuftrnent of 
‘ e his accounts, by Inch meafurcs as the Nabob 
“ (hall think, proper.” By this Ramnarain is ab- 
lolately left at the Nabob’s mercy, and thrown 
out of that protection, which he has hitherto all. 
along received from the EngUfli, and the conti¬ 
nuation whereof he had an undoubted right to 
expect in virtue of oar engagements, and in re¬ 
turn for the attachment he has ever (hewn us. 

The Prefident mentions indeed his having wrote 
to the Nabob in his favour, which may fo far 
have an effeft, as. to prevent his daring diroftly 
to gee him made away with ; but he may eafdy 
manage to behave to Ramnarain in luch manner, 
as to caufe him to make away with himfelf, which 
thofe of his cad have been frequently known to do 
■when they have happened to be dishonoured. Be 
this as ic will, the Mharajah is frightened beyond 
all exprelfion. He was with me the day before 
ytfierday in the evening,, and represented with 
tpars in his eyes his furprize ac finding him¬ 
felf abandoned by thofe, who had fo long 
fupported him. He declared, that as the Colonel 
was now gone, and. I to follow him in a few days, 

he 
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he had no longer any refuge, and' muft inevitably 
fall a facrifice to his enemies if he continued here, 
and therefore requeued, with extreme earneftnefs, 
that I would let him quit the country, and have 
him fafely condu&ed over the Soane. It is 
hard to pronounce of any other performs intentions, 
but we may reafonably prefume the Nabob’s de- 
figns cannot be very good, when he endeavours 
to fecure the execution of them by the force of 
bribes. I can produce proofs of the offer he made 
me, provided I would let him ad as he pleafed with 
regard to Ramnarain j and few people will doubt, 
that the notes, which Mr. Lumington and I re¬ 
ceived from Rajeballub, and which 1 keep by me, 
were ferit by the Nabob’s approbation, if not by 
his immediate direftion. I am aifo well affured, 
very large offers have been made to the Colonel 
for the fame ends, bur he had too much virtue 
and honour to accept them. 

F2 v ~ . Copy of the . Prefident’s Minute of the 

twentieth of July 1761. 

T HE Prefident obferves, 'that' as Major Car- 
nac has nothing to do but to obey the or¬ 
ders of the Board, and has no right to qudiion 
or difpute upon diem, his letter of the feventh in- 
ftant will require no anfwer. 

It feems however, by the tenor of many of the 
Major’s letters, and this in particular, that he thinks 
himfelf the higher power, and the Board accoun¬ 
table to him. Upon this principle, after quoting 
the former orders of the deleft Committee in fa¬ 
vour of Ramnarain, he proceeds to demand, 

“ Pray, how are thefe reccncileable to the inftruc- 
“ tions addrefied the twenty-fixth of June to Mr, 

“ M'Gwire.” 

Although 



Relative, to ths Disturbances in B i n c; a n. s 2 7 

Although theBoard raigbc do^hemiekes juftic© 
upon an officer who thus (forgets the rdpe£b due.to 
diem, yet we chafe mhetta refer it to the deter ¬ 
mination of-our honourable matters, to whom it 
Hull at.the fame time be made appear, that thofe 
orders in Ramnsraia’s favour are now the ftrongettr 
judgments that can he produced again# him, as 
they are inconteftable proofs of our defire to pro - 
ted; him, although the engagements, which are fo 
much talked of, are no where to be met with-, k 
fhali be proved alfo, that fhofe who profcfs the 
greatefl iYfejidfhipfor Rarmiarain, and,who hare 
permit ted, if not encouraged him in refuting or 
evading for five months together to render any ac¬ 
count of his adminiftration, are in effeel hi;; great- 
eft enemies, by putting it out of our power to pro- 
teifc him longer in fo Uiameful an injuttice, in 
which he has already been upheld until he had well 
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and Colonel Coote’a coming down to Calcutta*' 
might product frefh orders, A man of Ramna- 
rairi’s difpcfition will conftrue fuch a poffibslity in¬ 
to a certainty, and while he car?, hope for fuch f a 
protestor at the head of orir army* he will conti¬ 
nue to think he has aright to an unlimited protec¬ 
tion, and continue to evade rendering the Naboo 
any accounts. 

Major Carnac declares himfdf very freely on this 
oecafion, and gives, at the fame time, a frefh in- 
ftance of the relped he has for our authority* This' 
paflage of his letter of the feventeenth, is worthy 
the oblcmtian of the Board, as well as of our ho¬ 
nourable matters, who feldom write to their Pre- 
fident and Councils with fo. great an air of fuperi- 
ority. ** I efteem myfelf extremely happy in be- 
** ing removed from the command of the army, 
“ as”! could not have fullered it, whilft I was at the 
m head thereof, to be employed on the purpofes 
“ for which I find it is intended, without a dired 
** breach of the declarations I have formerly made 
** to you in regard to Ramnaram.” 

If more inftances of a like nature are wanting, 
they may be leen in many of the Major's letters, 
particularly in one to the Seled Committee dated 
the. fixteenth of June 1761. His own opinion and 
declarations fhall be the rule of his adions, and 
fhall liiperfede the orders of the Board. If our de¬ 
clarations had merited a final! part of his attention, 
Ramnarain. would not have been deceived fo long. 
The repeated orders of the Seled Committee for 
Obliging him to fettle accounts with the Nabob 
Jhew, that it was never our intention cofereen him 
from that juft demand; the firft of thole orders 
was in a letter to the Major fo long ago as the 


It is true, we did not fix a day 


for Ramnarairfs rendering his accounts, which is 
a proof of the regard the Board have (hewn him. 


and 
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end of the moderation with which, they have adfed 
throughout the whole affair. 

■ -C"' , 

Week, after week we expected to hear, that the 
accounts had been..Ifid before the Nabob. Infteaci 
of that, excuse came upon excufe. At length, on 
the feventeenth of May, we lent the Colonel par¬ 
ticular diredions in what mariner .to have the ac¬ 
counts fettled, that Ranwarain fhould be regarded 
as the deputy of the goyermqenc qf i\ 4 ooi fheba- 
dab, that he fhould give the Nabob a faithful ac¬ 
count cjf his QOtffending bahirices, and»c|\e Nabob 
fend his pwn people,to colled them. Who would, 
have imagined that after this, frefh evafions.wpufei 
be.admitted for two months more, nptwithftancl- 
ing the Nabob’s entreaties and representations’ of 
.the ruin in which he rnuft food bje’iovpjvt^i by hj$ 
s pfe!efs expenses. 

. The Prelident wrote more than oace.tp Ramrya- 
rairy in confequence of. the resolutions' of the 'Sk- 
le< 5 l Cotptniijtep, that opr prqfedion would depend 
on his rendering a juft account to the Nabob •, but 
he is lately adyifcd by Mr. M‘Gwire, that .Rami- 
narain, inftead of colied'ing his revenue in a re ¬ 


gular manner, has taken, or. rather accepted, from 
the Zemindars large, {urns by way of prefents* 
which not: being brought to accptjp.t, makes their 
balances appear much ;arger than they really are, 
.and his own as rngch iVfs. An unwilliagnefs to 
confefs this fraudulent attempt feems to be tHe true 
caule of his feekiug fo many Ihifts and evahons. 

M uch more (hall be laid on this fubjfd hereaf¬ 
ter, in order to prove to our honourable maftej% 
that the rtfolutions lately taken by the,Board (oras 
Major Carnac politely eXpreffb it, the bufinefs that 
is likely to be carried on) were abfolUtely neceffary 
tor preferving the prefent tranquillity, for main- 


taming the conftitution of the government of thefe 
Provinces., anti fulfilling on our part the treaty Fub- 
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fitting between the Company and the Nabob, as he 
has fo faithfully done on his, 

G, 2 .—Extras of a Letterfrom Major Carnac 
to the Governor and Council. 

Dated 29 July J 76 r. 

I Nftead of meeting your thanks, as I i*tiagined, 
for the greateft diligence with which -I execu¬ 
ted your orders, I received to ofiy great iurprize a 
letter of cenfure from you, dated the fourteenth 
inllant ; but it gives me the left concern, as I per¬ 
ceive to few have fubferibed their afient thereto. 

I have nothing farther at prefent to obierve to 
you, but that you can never oblige a gentleman to 
do what he thinks unjuft or unreafonable, lo long 
as he has it in his option to quit the fervice, and it is 
a fortunate circornttance we have this in our power 
in a part of did world, where, by reafon of the 
extreme diftance from redrefs, we are expofed to 
fuch frequent ill treatment as Lin particular have 
experienced, and from no other demerit that 1 am 
confcious of, but having been impolite enough to 
declare my difapprobation of the late meafures. 
Yet in this I am not Angular, as I verily believe, 
if the whole Board could be afiembied (as in af¬ 
fairs of fuch importance it fee ms abfolutely requi- 
ftte that they Ihould, or at leait their opinions be 
coltefted) the half, if not the majority, would be 
found to concur with me in ientiment. 

JIj2, — E xtraEi of Mr. Van Sittartb Minute 
of the third 'of Auguft 176 s 

f ' Pfefident begs leave to obftrve on read- 

J[ ing Major Carnac’s letter, that he had men¬ 
tioned to Mr.’ Ellis fome time ago, that his fign- 
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tng his diflent to any letter from the Board is nei¬ 
ther eutloraary nor proper, that the refoludens of 
the majority of the Board are to be deemed the 
refolutions of the Board, and to be figned as fuch 
by the whole Board; that any member who difients 
from the opinion of the majority is to enter his 
diflent and his reafons upon the body of the con- 
iultacions; that the iigning (Jifients in the letters 
is improper, becaufe it makes known to the world 
the different opinions of the members, by which 
means it may be a caufe of promoting a mil’un- 
derftanding, and it alfo expofes the Board to re¬ 
marks, fuch as Major Carnac has not failed to take 
the oecafion of making. 

The Prefident farther obferves, that he appre¬ 
hends Major Carnac has not confined his remarks 
on the opinions of the feyct.tl members of the 
-Board to his anfwefs to our letters, but has made 
them known even to the Shah ; and this he takes 
so be the reafon why the eight letters laid before 
the Board are addreffed, fonie to the Council of 
Calcutta only, and others to the Governor and 
Council jointly. The King could not have ad 
drefled his letters thus from any ciiftom or princi¬ 
ples of his own, becauie in all parts of the Mogul 
Empire they never know or correfpond with but 
one chief; and all other forms of government they 
will regard Sts a weaknefs, of which they will en¬ 
deavour to take advantage, as is the Shah’s defign. 
in the prefesic cafe, and it is no doubt in confor¬ 
mity to this iyftem of the country government, 
that the C ompany have made it a rule in ail their 
fettlements, that the country correfpondence fhould 
be carried on through the channel of. the Governor 
.alone. 


K * l,z.-~~Ex- 
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1,2. :*— Extraft of the ‘Tranjlation of a Letter 
from Major Carnac to the King- 

Alp M E letters, which you feme time ago was 
1 pleafed to honour the Council with on cer¬ 
tain affairs, were not lent for want of a trolly per¬ 
son to be charged with them. On my arrival at 
Patna, 1 found Colonel Coote was preparing to fet 
out for Calcutta, I therefore delivered them to 
him, who will carry them fafe to the Council, who 
■will be greatly honoured by the receipt thereof. 
The Colonel will, with his whole hear: and foul, 
exert all his power and influence that your royal 
orders may be complied with, and will fpeedily 
fend moft retpedtful Arzees in antgwer thereto from 
the Council. At this writing your fervant is pre¬ 
paring to let out for Calcutta in a day or two, and 
by the help of Goo will, in conjunction with the 
Colonel, exert his utmoft to have every thing ac- 
complifhed agreeable to your Majefty’s orders. I 
will not delay to acquaint your Majetty of what 
may be determined on by the Colonel’s and my 
advice. 

JC,?..- Extract of Mr. Van Sit tart’; Minute 

of the t wenty-fecond of Sept. 1761 . 

W ITH rcfpect to withdrawing Major Carnac 
fit>m the command of the army, deafens, 
were given at the time the refdlutions were taken, 
on the confultation of the twenty-ninth of June, 
and the fame reafons frill fubfift, for Major Carnac 
declared, no longer ago than lafr Thurfday, at the 
Seledl Committee, that he would be the judge mf 
what orders he might receive from the Board. The 
Prefident oblerves, that no fervice can be carried 
on where there is mot e than one authority . If an 

officer 
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officer is to be judge of the orders he receives from 
the Board, the execution of thole orders wiil de¬ 
pend on his judgment, arfd not. on the judgment 
of the Board. 

K,2.a.~- Copy of Major Carnac'd Anjwr it 

the foregoing, 

T HE Prefident has been pleafed toalledge, in 
juftification of his having recalled the Ma¬ 
jor from the command of the forces at Patna, the 
Major’s inveterate hatred again ft the Nabob, and 
his declaration, that he would be the judge of the 
orders fie received. For the anfwer to the firft, he 
refers to his letter, which he now delivers in •, and 
with relpeft to the other lie begs leave to obferve, 
that: he is truly concerned orders -of inch a nature 
have been given as to oblige him to make the like 
declaration, and to repeat now to the Board, that 
lie had rather incur the charge of disobedience than 
comply with orders, the execution whereof would 
bring dilhonour upon the Natibn, and difgrace 
upon himfelf, and the forces under his command. 

ij t z.-"~ExtraSi 0] a Cor/fultation of the twenty* 
fecond of Sept. 1761. 

f .f" 1 HE Prefident lays before the Board Mr. 

I Ellis’s in ftrudtions as follows. 

Captain Carftairs, the commanding officer of 
the troops at Patna, is ordered to act under your 
directions. The realon for our keepi ng up fo con- 
fidemble a force there, is to be in readinds to affilt 
the Nabob, in reducing to obedience and good or¬ 
der any of the Zemindars of his dependan.ee, that 
may give him catvie of complaint by with-holding 
their rents, fomenting difturbance, or otherwife. 
Our honourable m afters, fenfible of the impto- 

K. 3 priery 
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priety of prote&ing a, fervant again ft his mailer, 
and of the bad conferences that may refult there¬ 
from, have cautioned us very particularly on that 
fubject in their general letter. Wc think fuch their 
caution very judicious, and that nothing but jea- 
louly and ill-will between the Nabob and the Com ¬ 
pany can be the confequence of our interfering in 
the iupport of any Zemindar, or other perfon 
holding office, grant, or authority under the go¬ 
vernment. It is exprdly contrary to our engage¬ 
ments with the Nabob, and befid.es mud. end .in 
the ruin of the perfon fo protected, who ‘preform 
ing on o4f interpolation throws off his refpeclfor 
his matter, and confequently Units up all the ways 
of accommodation. Every one that has been ad¬ 
mitted under fuch protection, from the beginning 
of Jaffier Aly Cawn’s government, may be quoted 
as an inftance of the truth of this obfervation. We 
injoin you therefore not to interfere, diredly or in¬ 
directly ,in any of the affairs of the country go vern¬ 
ment, or the people belonging to it-, but when 
the Nabob applies to you for the affiiftance of any 
of our forces to be fent to any part of the coun¬ 
try under his jurifdiCtion for the execution of any 
fervice, you are to take the opinion of the officer 
commanding our troops, whether the forcemnder 
his command is fufficienc for the execution of the 
fervice propofed, or what parr, of it is requifite to 
be fent. If he judges this force fufficlent, you are 
to diredt him to proceed, and do his utmoft for 
the execution of the fat'd lervice.; and if the whole 
force is not neceffary, to fend fuch a detachment 
as he judges fufficitnt. But if the commanding 
officer ffiiall give his opinion, that the force under 
his command is not fufficient for the execution of 
the propofed fervice, then you are to tranfrnit. to 
us the moft fpeedy intelligence that we may fend 
you a reinforcement. After the Nabob’s depar- 

m turq 
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ture from Patna you are to give the fame affift- 
ance to the Naib or deput y he may lea ve there for 
the management of the affairs of his government. 

Some of the Board were of opinion, chat Mr. 
Ellis fhoulti have the power to judge of the na¬ 
ture of the fervices, on which the Nabob might 
requeil the Engliih troops to be employed, and, it. 
confequence of that judgnien v, to comply with his 
requeft or not, upon which the queftion being put. 

Mr. Haftings thinks he fhould not have the 
power, but reprefent to the Council, if he thinks 
the Nabob requires our troops upon any fervice 
hurtful to the Englifh character, as he has no con¬ 
ception of any fuch fervice. 

Mr. Smith is of the fame opinion. 

Major Carnac thinks, that Mr.Ellis Ihould be 
a judge of the nature of the fervice, as well as the 
fuficiency or infufficiency of the force required for 
that fervice. 

Mr. Amyatt thinks, that the putting our Chief 
at Patna with the troops committed to his charge 
under the orders of the Nabob is diltSOnourable to 
our matters, an indignity to the Board, and an 
unprecedented cafe until the chieffhip of Mr. 
M'Gwire, when Mr. Amyatt diflfented to it in the 
proceedings of the Select Committee ,of the eigh¬ 
teenth of June. The power of calling for our 
forces whenever and for what fervices he pleafes, 
without the chief 's being allowed tojudge of the 
nature of thole fervices.,may be attended with fuch 
fatal confequences, that it would be the height of 
imprudence to entruft any Nabob with it, efpeei- 
cially one, who we have too much reafon to fuf- 
peft, would be glad of an opportunity to make an 
ill ufe thereof in order to throw an odium upon us, 

. Amyatt cannot therefore fubferihe to the 
mitrudions now before the Board, while they 
contain an article of iuch dangerous tendency. 

K 4 Colonel 
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Colonel Coote is of the lame opinion, with Mr* 
Amyatt. 

The Prefjdent approves of the orders as they 
now.(land, being in his opinion belt caculated to 
prevent disputes, and moft agreeable to our ho¬ 
nourable matters intentions. 

Mr. Ellis arrived at Patna about the middle of 
November, juft after the Nabob had marched 
from thence for the Bougepoor country. 

M,?..—— -A Letter from Captain Carfcairs is 
the Nabob. 

Dated 31 fan. 1762, 

I Have received a letter from Mr, Ellis the 
Chief of the Factory at Patna to this pur¬ 
port; “ That one Munferam Hircarah,in the Per- 
“ gunne of Arra,has dropped fome opium belong- 
“ ing to Mr, Hay, notwithflanding there was a 
“ Duftuck with it, and will not let it pafs •, that 
*' i mull therefore take him prifoner, and freeing 
** the opium from his hands difpatch it forwards/* 
Regarding your Excellency’s favours, 1 have judg¬ 
ed it: not proper to imprilon Munferam, but ftlb- 
mit this matter to your Excellency, and requeft, 
that you will write a reprimand to the laid Mun¬ 
feram, and command him to releafe the opium. 

I requeft a fpeedy anfwer to this addrefs, that [ 
may write accordingly to Mr. Ellis. 

the Nabob to Mr,. Ellis. 

Dated 22 Jan. 176.2. 

S OME time ago you wrote to me concerning 
the ill behaviour of the officers of Purnea. 
At this time, I am informed by a letter from 
Meer Sheer Aly Cawn, the Naib of Furnea, of 



Relative to/the fjiijiuf’biiiic'es'M Bengae. 137 

great aSb of opprefliori committed by Mr. George 
Gray, Chief of the Factory at Mol da, of his fei st¬ 
ing and imprifoning the Pimcar of Heerannjn, the 
Zemindar and Wadadar of Taajepoor, and lend¬ 
ing Seapoys and Europeans topurckafe grain, and 
etedl new Factories in every diftrict of Purnea. A 
copy of this letter, with a letter written by that 
gentleman to Sheer Aiy Cawn, I fend you ir.clo- 
fed, ?hat. you may be informed of thtf particulars. 
Since the ties of frienclfhip and alliance have been 
eftablUhed between me and the Engfiih Company, 
and our interefls in this country are united, if you 
jmprifon my people in this manner to the ruin of 
iny lands, and the impoverishing of my revenues, 
fuch a proceeding is very foreign from the friend- 
fliip and good underftandfng, which fliould fubltft 
between us. I defire, that you will take this af¬ 
fair into conlkleration, and regarding our leVeral 
concerns as united, direft me how i am to aft, and 
it (hail be done accordingly. When you have read 
Mr. Gray’s letter pie ale to return it. 

0 , 2 ." —— Copy of Mr. Eillish Anfmer to the 
above. 

Traced 4 Feb. 1762. 

Y OUR Excellency’s. letter, inclofing a letter 
of Mr, George' Gray, and the copy of one 
from Meer Sheer Aly Cawn, I have read with 
great pleasure, and have underftood all the parti¬ 
culars. 1 have before this repeatedly represented 
to you the complaints which have been made tome 
againft the Zemindars or Purnea. Now Mr. 
Gray’s letter has clearly proved the in foie nee of 
die Zemindars, and the juftice of my complaint's. 
If j s faft, that the infolence of the Zemindars and 
officers in every quarter exceeds all bounds, and that 
the Company’s bufinefs has been entirely obfruft- 

ed 




eel and ruined It appears from Mr. Gray, that 
he complained to Sheer illy Cawn twice or thrice 
again ft the Zemindars, but receiving no anfwer 
nor redrefs, he was tinder the neceffitv oi taking 
fuch meafuresl At. this time, a perfon in the di- 
ftrifts of Mongheer having feized forne fak-petre 
of the Company’s, 1 have taken him prifoner, and 

Pent him to Calcutta- Of this 1 inform your 

Excellency. .... .Having learnt the contents of 
Mr. Gray’s letter, according to your orders I lend 
.it back indofed. 

$>,2, — the Nabob • ia> Mr*- EHis 

Y OUR letter I have received:. You write, 
that “ the Company’s Gomaltahs have the 
“ free liberty of trading every wherethat it is 
« needlcfs to enumerate particulars, that you de- 
**■ fire me to write a Pefwana to Sheer Aly Cawn, 
«*' to forbid his officers to flop any goods of the 
44 Gomaftahs in Purnea.” 

I have juft received intelligence,^ that you have 
fent a large force, and carried off a collector at 
the government who was at. Punohmahla in the 
diftri&s of Mongheer. If that perfon had com 
rnitted any fault, it would have been proper to 
have informed me of it. Since my interefts and 
the Company’s are united, it it! became you to 
feize an officer of my government, who was en- 
trufted with affairs of great confequeri'ce^and then 
to defile a letter to Sheer Aly Cawn. Since my 
fervants are fubjeaed to fuch infults, my writing 
can be of no ufe, you are the matter. Send for 
any of my officers, Zemindars, Tahfeeldars, or 
Fongeders, where, and whom foe ver you pleafe. 

How 

* KB* The date cf this letter doth not appear, but i,c. 
muft have been about the fourth or fifth of .February. 
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How much my government and authority are 
weakened by thefe proceedings I cannot, deferibe. 

Q^.—Extratf of a Letter front the Nabob to 
the Prefident. 

t : ' Received 10 Feb, 1762'. 

A T this time Mr. Ellis,'the Chief at Patna, 
writes, that the Purnea and other Rouge- 
dars-moleft the Company’s bufinefs. I have there¬ 
fore wrote exprefly to the Purnea Fougedar, &c. 
not to interrupt the Company’s trade, but always 
to affift them. 1 before wrote to the Bengal Fou- 
gedars and others not to impede the Company’s 
bufinefs in any refpedt, and to ad vile you of any 
thing that Came before them. I am at a great dif- 
tance; therefore fhouid anything happen, write 
to the Fbwgedars and others, and they will ait as 
Avail mod; tend to benefit the Company’s trade and 
the bufinefs of my Subadarry. 

R } 2.~~E Xtfa& of a Paper of News pit to the 
Nabob from Patna. 

Dated 4 Feb. *762. 

I 7 VQU R gurries before night, two or three com- 
* panics of Seapoys and Europeans with their 
baggage palled by land through the Kelia by the 
ealiern gate. God knows what isthe defign, and 
whither they are going- M confequence thereof 
Seddcram the Dewan of Goorgheen Cawn, (Coja 
Gregorecame to the Mharajah, and they have 
been fitting together for two hours in dole debate 
upon this matter. The Mharajah has ftri 'tly en¬ 
joined Laal. ... and Rambuklh and the other Ha- 
zarees and the Tdingas (Seapoys) of Goorgheen 
Cawn, not to admit any European or EnglifhSea- 

m 
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poy within the city, but to be on their guard. 
Conformably to the orders of the Mharajah ail 
the Hazarees and the Seapoys of Gcorgheen Cawn. 
are on their guard. 


8,2 
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Tranjlation of a Letter from Raja Raje- 
bullub to the Nabob.' 

Received inConfukation, 22 f§p 176*2.. 


§ Hujan Sing, the Naib at Mongheer, has wrote 
to Seedaram, the Naib of Coja Gufgbeen, that 
it: time ago r.he Seapoys furrounded the Port, 
but not fucceeding,they went ro two gardens which 
are near the Fort to the northward and fouthward, 
and from chence to Seetacoon (which is ficuated. 
near the river) where they yet remain, Shujan Sing 
represented to them, that there were no Europeans 
in thfc Fort, and carried two of their own people 
into it, and ihewed them every place about it, and 
though no Europeans were to be found, they were 
not fatisfied, but wanted to fend two lergeants 3, 
but Shujan Sing, apprehending they might have 
feme view, would not permit the fergeants to en¬ 
ter the Fort. On this account 1 fentto Mr. Ellis, 
through the means of Golautfi Mahomed Cawft to 
know, why they adled in this improper manner 1 
and that at feveral times he was difpatcfiing many 
Europeans and Seapoys from Patna towards Mong¬ 
heer Fort, on which account the inhabitants were 
much terrified, and had run away, that thofe who 
Jived round Mongheer were drove to great diftrefs, 
and the Zemindars feeing all this, were dilatory 
.in paying the revenues, and defiring to know what 
were his intentions; that it was better for him to 
.recall his people; and if after enquiry the Euro¬ 
peans fhould be in the Fort, I would get them, 
and deliver them up, Mr. Ellis anfwered plain* 

lyj 
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3 y ; “ 'Til! thc -fergeant^-go-ifi'o the Fort 1 will 
“ not recall the men.” 1 apprehend, he will 
merely lend more people. This 1 have .•eprefent- 
,ed for your information, 

T , 2 .-—■‘Copy of a Letter from Mhataja'fe Raj-e-- 
bullub to the Nabob. 

Dated 26 March 1762, 

Y OUR 'Excellency's Perwana figoifying, that 
formerly Mr, Ellis wrote, and n£>w Mr. Van 
Smart has written alfo, th-acv/hen the Company of 
Seapoys went towards Mongheer, Egave ; a letter 
in the name of Shujan Sing, the Nftib of that 
place, for the ieareh and examination of the faid 
Fort:-, that your Excellency is amazed at this in¬ 
formation ■; that I never gave you the leaft-notice 
of this affair ; and that j fhoiild-inform you fully 
of Che truth of this matter ; I have received with 
pleafure. 

I know not in truth any thing of this affair, net- 
ihe;- cjid any perfon ever demand, or I write fuch a 
letter. Had any fuch demand been fnade, what 
could have induced me to have given tsjch -a -let¬ 
ter ? Or had there been an abfolute neeefitsy for 
one, I ftiould firft have acquainted you with the 
-particulars, and waited your orders upon them. 
This affair is utterly falfe and untrue, 

V,2. —— Lr inflation of a Letter from Mhara- 
jah Rajebullub to the Nabob, 

T O-day a. man mounted on a horfe belonging 
to Mr. Ellis, Chief of the>Englifh Faftory, 
was palling by the eaflern gate into the Kell?. A 
Coffree, who commanded the Telingas and Gar- 
dees belonging to Goorgheen Cawri, and who had 
the command of the gate, afke^ the horierrian 

whom 
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whom the horfe belonged to ? The mat: refit fed 
to tell, hint the owner's name, and gave him ill 
language. Upon thijs provocation, ‘ the Coffree 
took hold of the horie’s bridle, and flopped-him. 
The horle-t'. tn drew his dagger upon him, which 
the Coffree fcized, and took from him. The horfe- 
man went to Mr. Ellis, who fcnt feme Telingas to 
Icize and carry the Coffree before him On intel¬ 
ligence of this, I called the Seapoys of ch * 
ry and the Coffree before me, and enquired into the 
affair in prefence of the Hircara of the Faffory. It 
appeared, that the fabl was as I have related it. 
Afterwards fpeaking kindly co them, and giyinp 
them Betel, I difmifled them. They took their 
leave of me, but did not go to the Fa&ory, and 
not being able to fir at the gate, fix Seapoys Ra¬ 
tioned chemfelves in a. (hop of the Bazar, in the 
paffage which leads to my houfe* demanding the 
Coffiee, with feme gold Mohurs which were pi tint* 
dered. I fetlt Golaum Mahmud C/wn to the 
Chief, to expoftulate with him fbr taking fuch 
tnfles a matter of debate, and to defire him' to re¬ 
call the Seapoys. Pie would by no means con- 
ienr, but replied in anger, “ ’Till the Coffree is 
" brought into my prefence, I will never recall 
“ the Seapoys.” Since in this manner the affairs 
or the government fuffer indignity, and I am not 
empowered to do any thing without your com¬ 
mands, I requeftyou will fpeedily favour me with 
your orders upon this affair that I may act ac¬ 
cordingly. 

tv , 2 , -5 ranjlat ion of a Ifetfer from Mha- 

rajah Rajebullub to the Nabob. 

T HE fubftance of a quarrel, which bappen- 
ed between Mr. Ellis’s people, and the Cof- 
Jiees t' longing to Goorgheen Cawn, and of the 

fix 
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fix Telingas being flattened at a (hop in, the Bazar 
in the way to my houie, i have before reprefent- 
ed in an addrei's to your Excellency, which you 
will have received 

Several times, both yefterday and to-day, a per- 
fon came from the Factory to demand the Coffree. 
Bv the means of Meet' Abdroolla and Golaum 
Mahmud Cawh, who formerly palled and repaired 
into the Faftory on hufinefe, 1 returiied. a fttita- 
ble anfwer. At length, the Chief declared, that 
if the Coffree was not lent it would. _ be treating 
him with contempt, and if he was lent for one 
ihftant only, he fhould be immediately difrnUFedL 
To day therefore the Coffree was lent: the Chief, 
enquiring the occafion of the difference, told him, 
he forgave him his offence, and at the %ne time 
dtfmiiled him, and withdrawing the Seapoys call¬ 
ed them home.- At prefent there are no Seapoys 
at the place, " • A A{r ; ® c ff:. 

X2 .~——Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis fa 
ike Governor and Council, 

■ Dated 26 Jam 176a- 

F ROM die late frequent interruptions given. 

to our kpiineft, 1 am neceflkated to acquaint 
you of the general difregard Ihewn to the b.nglilh 
Duftuck throughout the country, bi t more parti¬ 
cularly fo in thole parts where the Armenians have 
any influence, 'Jf ■ .y W ; . ■ d ■ 

In piirfuance of our honourable mailers orders 
by Lord Mansfield, a quantity of Turmerick was 
purchafed near Mow, which when ready 1 . fept a 
Dultuck for, but to little purpofe j for Coja An* 
coon (the prifoner lent to Calcutta) declared it of 
no effect, and had the infolence to give one him- 
iclf under the fcal of one Coja Gregory, abas 
•|§ Goorgheen 
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Goorgheen Cawn, an Armenian, which l have 
now the. honour to indole you. Upon fljjp aiking 
fcitp how he dared to giv,e a Duftyck for the Coip- 
party’s goodsi He replied, “ To .prevent their b< 5 ~ 
ing flopped, which mine would not have done, 
*•* becaufe we are not foffidentiy known.” 

I have frequently complained to the Nabob of 
thele infolehcies, and have confl^ntly received e- 
vafive and diffatisfettory anfwcts. Once indeed, 
on a reprefentadoii made him, at the inftance ojr 
Mr. George Gray, he Tent me a letter for Meer 
Sheer .Aly, the PurneaNaib, which be informed 
me, was an order to give' every affiftance to the 
gentlemen refiding at'Malda, boil find it proved 
of no effed, as, I fuppofo, Mr. Gray has already 
acquainted you, 

Mr. Hewitt has had two boats with a Duftyck 
flopped in tbeffomea country for near three months, 
and there are many more on. different parts of the 

river in die fame ficuation.This disregard of 

the Duftyck -maybe attended with "the worft con- 
fequences to the Company’s bufinefs, ,as well as 
private merchants. I therefore fubmit it to your 
determination, whether (fince the Nabob feems 
to allow of it) it would be moil eligible for us to 
punifhfoverdy any whomayiinpe.de the carriage 
of merchandize having an Englifh feuftyck. 

Y*2.-— —Extract of a Let for from the Chief 
and - Council of Patna {Mef : EHis, Lufh~ 
ington, and Hewitt) to the Governor and 
Council. 

28 Jan. 1762, 

S OM E days ago Mr. Smith, being at Mq;,v, 
informed the Chief from thence of one Coja 
Antoon, an Armenian, having feized five maunds 
«f falcpetre, and. lent if to Mongheer j in come- 

quence 
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■quence of which a party of Seapoys was detach- 
ro bring the Armenian prifoner to this Factory,, 
On teing examined, he acknowledged the fa-;. ., as 
likewife the inclofcd letter, in anfwer to one which 
cur Gomoftah wrote to him On the fubjed. 

Having not the lead profpeff of any red refs 
fro*n the Nabob, for this contempt of the Per- 
wana, we have thought proper to fend the Arme¬ 
nian under a guard to Calcutta, not. doubting but 
that you will caufe fuch a punifhment to be iilibel¬ 
ed on him, as may deter others from the like prac¬ 
tices: in future. 


Y,2 a. 


— ExiraSl of a Cdnfultatiob 'jf the. 
eleventh of Feb. 1762. {Erejettt Mef. Van 
Sittart, Amyatt, Johuftone .and Hay) 

C OJA Antoon, dn Armenian, born at Delly, 
redding at Mulky, on behalf of Saida ram, 
the Nail, of Coja Gregory (who rents eightgants 
in that part of the country) having been fe’izcd, 
arid -fenc down by die Chief and Council at 
Patna, for having prefumed to give a Duftuck. 
for goods belonging to the Company, which had 
before their own proper Duftuck, likrir/ife for tak¬ 
ing from the Company 's 1 ’ unneas five rnaunds.of 
pecre, being brought before th^Board, was fhevvn 
the Duftuck which he gave with th goods, and 
the letter he wrote to our Gomaftah regarding the 
five rnaundsof pecre, and afketl, whether he wrote 
them, and what were his real'bns for fo doing. 

Coja Antoon acknowledges the Duftuck and 
letter to have been wrote by him, and declares, 
that he did not tear 01 take away the Company’s 
Duftuck, but only took a copy of it, and return¬ 
ed it with a Duftuck tinder the fcal’of Saideram, 
to enable the goods to pafs the gaunts belonging 
to Saideram j that it was always the cuftorn to do 

D fo, 
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fo, and that he did the fame with the Nabob’s. 
Withregard to the pet re, he fays, a Noonea, be¬ 
longing to the Sircar, came from the oppofice fide 
of the'river, in order to pin-chafe ten rupees worth 
of pet re ; that he thereupon fent lor one of the 
Company’s Nooneas, and defired him to let the 
other have the petre, to which he readily content¬ 
ed j that as foon a; the petre was obtained, he fent 
the Noonea, belonging to the Sircar, with the 
Lit-petre acrofs the river, accompanied by one of 
his own fervants to prevent his being flopped* 
The Board being of opinion, that upon the 
whole Coja Antoon has taken upon himieif an. 
authority, which be has no right to, and it being 
requifk? that he be made an example of to pre¬ 
vent others from the like pradlices in future, but 
as he is a fervant of the government’s, it properly 
belonging to the Nabob to chaftize him 

Agreed, he be fent back to Patna under a 
guard, and that the gentlemen there deliver him 
to the Nabob with a letter, which the Prefident 
is defired to write to him, infilling upon his pu- 
nifliing Coja Antoon in a public manner, to pre¬ 
vent others from carrying the petre out of the 
country, and calling our Duftucks in quelhon, 
and we defife the gentlemen at Patna to inform 
us particularly, what punii.hme.nt he inR;Cts upon 
him. 

-ExtrctB of a Letter from Mr. Ellis 


to the Governor and Council. 

Dated Feb 

A Company of Seapoys was detached down the 
-t k river in quell of deferters, of which I ap¬ 
prized Rajebullub, and defired an order for the 
fcrgeant of the party to be permitted to fearch the 
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Fort of Mongheer. This he affumt me was font 
down, bar the fergeant, on his arrival near Mong- 
heer, having difpatched a meflenger to defire ad¬ 
mittance, received an anfiver from one Shujan Sing 
(Coja Gregory’s deputy) that if he did not keep 
out of the reach of his guns he would fire on 
him, and at the fame tithe he polled all his peo¬ 
ple round the walls, upon which the fergeant, who 
had pofitive orders to give no offence to any per- 
fon whatfoever, went about two cofs off, where 
he remains with his party in theutmoft diftrefs for 
provifions, Shujan Sing having forbid any tt> be 
fold them. I have not yet ordered them back, be- 
caufe there is certain advice of four of our defer- 
ters being concealed in Mongheer Fort. This, 
gentlemen, is anotherinftance of Armenian info- 
lence. 

A, 3.- Tran flatten of a Letter from the Na¬ 

bob to the Governor. 

Confultation, 22 Feb. 1762. 

np HI'S day, which is the nineteenth of the 
A month Rajub, I have heard by a letter from 
Shujan Sing, Naib of the Fort of Monghectyand 
from the advices of my Hircara, that two or three 
companies of Seapoys were lent out by Mr. Ellis, 
the Chief of the Faftory at Patna, on the report 
of fome foldiers who had deferred from the fac¬ 
tory to the weft of Patna, who, accordingly ar¬ 
riving on a hodden near the Fort of M mgheer, 
marched againft .it, but finding the gates fhut they 
fur rounded the Fort. The Naib of the place fa¬ 
ttened all/ the gates, and fat within in fear of bis 
life and honour. 1 am ignorant what provocation 
hnS induced that gentleman to fend Seapoys to at¬ 
tack the Fort of Monghcer. I have ever regarded 
L t . the 
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the folemn and lac red obligations of the treaty 
which fubfilts between us, and have in no inftar.ee 
failed in any of the duties of friendtfup. But why 
you, gentlemen , in defiance of the treaty, fhould 
thus commit hoftilities again!! my Forts and rny 
fervants, l cannot conceive. Depending on your 
juftice, and the inclination which you have (hewn 
to befriend me in all my affairs in conformity with 
the treaty j 44 I have wrote ypuol this affair, and 
“ fend you the advices abovementioned for'your 
«* information. I am here taking fuch rnealures 
4t for regulating the concerns of this quarter as 
44 you might approve of, and have ftationed men 
4£ in the Forts and Tannauts.’ If this is contra¬ 
ry to your inclination intimate it to me mat they 
may be recalled. What neceffity was there to lend 
an armed force againft my people ^Whatever you 
nidge advifeable and proper on this occahon do 
you determine, and inform me, that 1 , who re¬ 
gard your fatisfaftion beyoijd every other comide- 
ration, may aft agreeably thereto. _ I he difgrace 
which my authority has differed is beyond de- 
feription. 

P. S. Mr. Ellis having wrote Jtp me, and re- 
quefted a Perwana to Sheer Aly Cawn not to flop 
any goods, I have at this time received advice, 
that, for a trifling caufe, that gentleman has dif 
graced and carried away Coja AntOon, thf Aurr.u 
of Punohmala Purgunna, in the junidicbon of 
Mongheer, a prifoner to the Fadtory. 1 he an- 
fwer which, on this occafion, I wrote to him, 1 
fend you inclofed, and defire you will read it. 


A, 3. a.— T'raftjlation 
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A,3.a .*~---TranJIatim ofa Letter from Raje- 
bullilb to the Nabob. 

T HI S day, being Sunday the twentv-feventh 
of the month, Jemmady-ulfany at noon, 
-«ya Seddaratn the Pifhcar of Coja Goorrrheen 
-awn came, and acquainted me, that Coja An- 
toon, an Armenian, who is one of his (Goor- 
gheen Cawffs) kinfmen, and appointed by him 
to the charge of the affairs of Punohmak, &c, 
in the didrifts of Mongbeer, was feized and ear¬ 
ned away by about four hundred Europeans and 
Seapoys in the English fervice, who were difpatc'n- 
ed to that place, i he affair is this. It was re- 
pot ted, that he had bought a fmall quantity of 
lak-petre, which he was accufed of having plun- 
dered from the Faftory. ] was going to fend Go- 
iam Mahmud Cawn to enquire into this affair, 
when Bya Seddaratn again fent ma word, that 
thay had brought Coja Antoon to the Faftory. 
Accordingly I fent Golam Mahmud Cawn to Mr. 

j. " s » * he 5*? ief Fa^-ory, to represent to 

wru, that Coja Antoon was a man of credit, and 
cammed with affairs of great confequence under 
tie government, and that to treat him in fc vio- 
ent a manner was improper, that if he would lend 
him to me (which was proper) I would examine 
iuni. .But this he would by no means confent to, 
but replied, that that man had done great preiu- 
dice to the bufinefs of the Faftory, and that he 
would put him in irons, and fend him to Calcut- 
ta ; J again fent word, that he ought to fend the 
fod Coja to me, and if Mr. Ellis had any claim 
upon him, it fhouid be debated before him. He 
anfwered, « I will neither releafe him nor fend 
lum to you, but hcfhaJl not be ill treated.” I 
k 3 have 
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have wrote this for your information, and wait: 
your orders regarding this affair. 

A,3-b.— Copy of a Letter from Shujan Sing 
to Dew an Saddaram. 

T HIS day, being the thirteenth of the month 
Rejub, in the afternoon, a company of En- 
glifh troops arrived, and encamped firft at Stiffi- 
abad. About two hours afterwards leaving Suffi- 
abad they entered Mongheer by the road of the 
Bozar, and paffing near the ealfern gate came at 
once into the garden, which is a gun-fhot to 
the north of the Fort, in a treacherous and de~ 
figning manner, and there pitched the tents. As 
I was upon my guard in the Fort, they could not 
furprize it, bat went into the garden, and placed 
guards around the Fort. Their defign is certain¬ 
ly to deal treacheroufly by us, though what their 
motives are cannot be known, nor have they de¬ 
clared themfelves, As their force is fatal!, they 
have wrote to their Chief, that the Fort is fo well 
fecured that they cannot attack it, but if a rein¬ 
forcement be fent them they will ftorm it. For this 
reafon I wrote to you to acquaint you, that there 
is no- danger, from one or two companies, but if 
the Chief of the Factory at Patna fhould fend a 
large'force to their affiftance, it will not be in my 
power to oppofe them. We are but one hundred 
new-raifed Burkundaflls with the Seapoys and 
Peons, which belong to the garrifon, and are rea¬ 
dy to facrifice ourfelves to the fervice of our ma¬ 
iler. As you are in the place of my commander, 
I rrqueft you will difpatch two or three hundred 
good men fpeedily by water to my affifiance. I 
/hail do my duty, but you know that 1 have but 
& levy rnen with me; and I before reprefented this 

to 
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to you. I requeft a fpeedy anfwer, and a iuppjy 
of three or four hundred bullets and for'ne lead. 
If the latter arrives, I can make bullets. What 
happens hereafter, I will advife you of. 

A,3.c. — Travjlation of a Letter from the Na¬ 
bob to the Governor. 

Dated 26 March 1762. 

Y OUR friendly letter, dated the feventeenth 
of Shabaun, I have received, and 1 rejoice 
at the newt; of your welfare, you write, that 
“ Mr. Ellis applied to Mharajah Rajebullub, as 
Naib of Azimabad, and obtained from him a 
«« letter to Shujah Sing, the Kelladar of IViong- 
« beer, which he lent him, and that the Mhara- 
<c jah, knowing himfelfto be Naib, yroce a letter 
« arid gave-it; that the Kelladar would not fuffer 
the fergeant. to go into the Fort to look for the 
«« foldiers, and made a difturbance for a trifling 
*« affair •, that. I Should write a Perwana to the 
« faid Kelladar, and order him to fuffer the Fort 
« to be fearched for die foldiers, and that he be 
“ punifhed in cafe they be found there.” 

Whatever you write is proper; yet from my 
firft acceflion to the government, I have perceived 
that many Englifh gentlemen were ill affeded to 
me, and that the country was not in my owa 
hands. Thecaufe cf the difaffedion ofthpfe gen¬ 
tlemen I know not, you may. The caufe of the 
country’s not being in my own hands is this, that 
from the Fadory of Calcutta to Coffim bazar, Pat¬ 
na, and Dacca, all the Englilh Chiefs with their 
Gomaftahs, officers, ai ,d agents in every diffrid 
of the government ad as coiledors, renters, Ze¬ 
mindars, and Taalucdars, and letting up the 
Company’s colours allow no power to my officers. 

JL 4 And 
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And beftdes this, the Gomaftahs and other fervants 
in every diftrid, in every Gunge, Pergunna and 
village, carry on a trade in oil, fill), ftraw, bam¬ 
boos, rice, paddy, betel-nut, and other things ♦, 
and every man, with a Company’s Duftuck in his 
hand, regards himfelf as not Ids than the Com¬ 
pany. In this cafe, I never can have any autho¬ 
rity as long as I live. Nevertheless, I believed, 
and affured myfelf, that you would not lifter* to 
what flanderers might fay of my proceedings, and 
that whenever I wrote to you about the opprefii- 
ons of the Gornafcahs, you would punith and keep 
them in bounds. But now, from the letters which 
I have twice received from you, it is evident, that 
whatever I write, you regard as a falfhood, and 
that whatever thofe gentlemen write, with a view 
of vilifying me, and rendering me contemptible, 
that you give credit to.. I have no remedy. 

Rajebullub asNaib might have written, and gi¬ 
ven a" letter about, fuch an affair, when I was not 
within two or three days journey of Patna, Bub 
whilft I am at hand, what authority has he to 
proceed in fuch an affair without my knowledge. 
Therefore he ftrongly denies, that he wrote luch 
a letter, as you muft have known before this from 
Iris latter which I lent you. This circumftance 
ought to be enquired into ■, becaufe if he did 
write, and give fuch a letter, and then denied it 
to me, it is certain, that he had a defign to di~ 
fturb the friendfhip between us, and in that cafe 
I will puniJh bitn as he deferves, as a warning to 
other incendiaries. 

How could Shujan Sing give liberty to any one 
to enter the Fort ? There is a great difference be¬ 
tween fending a company and a Jingle fergeant. 
Since, from the union between us, I look upon 
the Company’s forces as my own, and their Forts 
and mine as the fame ; in this bufinds one note or 

one 
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one fergeant would have been fuffictent. Whatoc- 
cation was there for fending a company? I mylelf 
have never entertained an European in the Fort, 
and what power has Shujan Sing to entertain any 
without my knowledge ? What fervice could my 
affairs reap from four or five Europeans, or what 
important employment could l give them, that I 
fhould offend my friends for to trifling an occa- 
fion ? And fince 1 well know, arid you yourfelf 
are ienfible, that if I fhould apply to you for two 
or four hundred Europeans, you would immedi¬ 
ately grant them, why fhould I entertain four or 
five in fecret And what is Shujan Sing’s 

fault, 1 have not'Allowed enterance into the Fort, 
The reafon is, that Mr. JEllis commits open afts 
of hoftility againft me, raifes calumnies a gain ft 
me, eorrefponds with my enemies, and inftead of 
a fingle letter fends two hundred Seapoys; and ail 
that he has written to you is utterly falfe. I have 
made a ftridt enquiry, and am certain, that there 
is not an Englifh deferter in the Fort of Mong- 
heer. Till you, and the gentlemen of the Coun¬ 
cil, do me juftice in this affair, and fend me forne 
perfon from Calcutta to enquire into it, and bring 
the flandsrer to ihanie, I will, upon no account, 
permit the Fort to be fearched. That gentleman 
has invented this falfe charge againft me to-day, 
and you, upon his information, without any en¬ 
quiry, order me to let the Fort be fearched. An¬ 
other day, if he writes, that a dependant of your’s 
or European is concealed in my tent, or my iioufe, 
and that 1 am an enemy of the Company’s, you 
will believe him, rniftruft me, and order me to 
fuffer a fearch to be made there Jikewife. 


A,3,d,~-Exfra8 
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A,3.d.— ’Extra# cf a Letter from the Na¬ 
bob to the Governor. 

* -Dated 24 May 1762. 

Y OU write me, that “ to carry on fp long a 
“ correfpondence in lb trifling an affair, 
“ which is nothing more than whether fcarch lhall 
“ be made for lome European deferters, from 
“ hence you perceive, it: is the intention of fome 
“ defigning perfons to breed a difiention between 
“ me ancj the Company ; that if Shujan Sing had 
“ permitted the fergeant to go into the Fort, and 
“ look for the delerters, there would have been 
“ an end of the difpute : that I fhould believe 
“you firm to the treaty and your engagements, 
“ nor hearken to the fuggeftions of defigning 
<s perfons, but remove them from me.” 

Though I have ever continued firm to the treaty 
and to my engagements, though I have maintained 
my faith to you inviolable, with my heart and foul, 
and am refolved, whilft I live, to perfevere in the 
duties of friendfhip $ yet Mr. Ellis, from his inve¬ 
terate enmity againlt me, invents falfhoods, and 
writes them to you. It grieves me, that you 
fhould pay fuch regard to what he writes, con¬ 
clude, every thing that I write to be falfe, and ftiil 
tell me to let the Fort be hatched, and treat this 
affair, which is the greateft mark of indignity and 
difhuft, as a trifle. 

It is amazing, that you have not difeovered who 
is the defigning perfon between you and me. I have 
no defigning perfon about me. If upon enquiry, 
any fuen be difeovered, I will punilh him as he 
deferves. If I write, that fuch a perfon in your 
fociety is the defigning man, you will not believe 
me. Before this, I lent you inclofed a letter of 
the Nabob Salar Jung’s Naib of the Vizer. From 

thence 
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thence you mud have leen what petfon is an ene¬ 
my to my country and life. You are my protec¬ 
tor; and your Chief, fitting at Patna, writes let¬ 
ters in enmity to me to the Court, and proclaims 
with a 4 oud voice, in public company, that “ I 
** am going to the South, and that he will fend 
“ two thoufand Europeans who lhali level the 
" Fort of Mongheer with the earth-, that his 
“ Majefty is about to redore the Nabob Jaffier 
“ Aly Cawn, or the family of Surfray Cawn, 
u that he has written letters to the Company, and 
“ it will befoen what anfwcr will arrive.” . . . . 
How long lhali I write On thefe matters, or what 
profit do I get bv writing ? 

A*$.e. ——Ex trail oj t? Letter from Lieute¬ 
nant Ironlide to the Governor, 

Dated 27 April tjm. 

E ARLY this morning, Mr. Haftings arrived 
at Mongheer, About a mile and an half 
from the town, he found a party of our’s en¬ 
camped, confiding of one fergeant and a com - 
pleat company of Seapoys, who came fome time 
in February iaft, and remained here by order: By 
a drift prohibition of the Nabob, produced by the 
Kelladar, they have been coridantly refufed ad¬ 
mittance into the Fort, and whenever they ap¬ 
proach the town, either fingly or in fmall bodies, 
the gates are always doled agaioit them. The 
fergeant mentions to have received notice, about 
the latter end of February, of two Europeans who 
were laid by the town’s people to be then in the 
place, but that he himfelf has never feea them, 
nor heard cf them fince, any where about the 
country. 


In 
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In confcqqence of youv’s and Mr. Haftings’a 
order, 1 was in the Fort to-day for ibme hours, 
the ^ fergc.mt and two Seapoys with me, who as 
v/ell as myfelf were acquainted with the place. We 
difperfed feveral ways, and made a ftrid but inef- 
fediual iearch. 

One European, indeed, 1 met with, a lame 
Frenchman, who has been a long while in the 
Nabob's feryice, has loft an arm m it, and tells 
me, that he was lent to this garrifon about fix 
months ago, I examined this man very particu¬ 
larly concerning the defertets, and accompanied 
my quefiions with* prorniies of freedom and a 
handfome recornpence, if he would dtfeover to 
me where they were; but he abl'oiutely allured 
me, that there were not only none here at prefent, 
but that he had never feen a Angle European in 
the Fort fincc his coming. 

Upon enquiry in the town, the fame anfwers 
\vere returned, hrom thefe accounts I am apt to 
believe, whatever deleters might have taken (hel¬ 
per there, they have been long gone from thence* 
The extreme mifery of the wretch, to whom I of¬ 
fered the gratuity, feems to confirm this opinion, 
lince he would fcarc^ly have rcje&cd fuch terms 
ot proteition and reward, for declaring what 
could in no manner aiftecl him to his detriment. 
He is very anxious tor his liberty, which Mr. 
Haftings intends to folicit for to the Nabob, 
About this^ time, the beginning of the year 
J762, a con {'piracy was detected agalnfi: the Na- 
ooli s per on, which was carried on by Seetaran 
JJewan, Sheik Sadoolla Jemmadar (two of the 
Nabob 3 chief confidents) and Narrain Sing, and 
Muttromel, Hircaras. It was clifcovered by fome 
tercepted letters from the eonfpirators to Pul- 
wan Sing, and the other Bougepoor Zemindars. 
Jn| y one 0it J h crn is here inierted, as it will ferve 


to 
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to fhevv, by the arguments made ufe of, the un¬ 
happy .confluences of Mr. Ellis’s conduct, and 
the encouragement which it gave to the Nabob's 
'enemies. 

4,3.f .——Tranjlation of a Letter from See- 
laram to Raja Pulwau Sing. 

I Long much to fee you. I have already w rote 
you the particulars, which you have doubt- 
Ids petufed. God grant you may foon return to 
your own country, and there is great probability 
that that will foon happen, for the Nabob Cofiitn 
-Aly Cawn and the Europeans are at variance, 
and Mr. Ellis (Chief of the Engiilh Factory at: 
Patna) and Goorgheen Cawn are great enemies to 
each other, and Mr. Ellis has fent an army of 
Seapoys to take Morigheer Fort. In this fitua- 
tion, the Nabob cannot, remain in this country. 
It appears, that he will take the Delly road, oa 
account of the difputes between him and the Eu¬ 
ropeans. Shuja Doula will fhortly be in pbflfffion 
of this Province, and you will be in poueflion of 
your Zemindary, fo make yourfelf quite eafy. 

As foon as the Nabob had poffcflion of theft 
letters, he fummoned Seetaram into his prefence, 
charged him with his crime, in the prefence of fe- 
verai hundreds of people, many of them of di- 
ftindion, who were afiembied on this occafioa, 
and produced other proofs of his guilt. He ap¬ 
pealed to the afiembly for their lentence on him, 
which was unanimous, that he was guilty, and 
deferved to fuffer death. A few days after, Nar- 
rain Sing, and Muttromul underwent the fame 
trial, and the fame fate. Shick Sadoolla, who 
was encamped at feme diftar.ee, refilled to obey 
the fummons. The Nabob detached a body of 

forces 
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forces agatnfl: him, with orders to bring him be¬ 
fore him alive or dead. Pie flood on his dele nee, 
and was killed. 

B, 3 .«—•'Copy of Mr. Haftfcgr JnfiruSfiom. 

* 15 March 1762. 

W E have obferved, for fome time paft, an 
uneafinefs or jealoufy in theNabob’s con- 
dufr, which we can attribute to nothing but the 
falfe reports and reprefentations of mifehievom 
perfons, and being defirous of convincing him, 
that we wiih for nothing more than to preierve 
the prefent tranquillity of the country, to avoid all 
difputes, and to conform to the terms of the trea¬ 
ty fubfifting between him and the Company, we 
think proper to depute you, in whom the Nabob 
lias great, confidence, to make him thofe affur* 
ranees in our behalf. 

At the fame time, we fhould be extremely glad 
to ditcover, who have been the fecret authors of 
this growing jealoufy. We imagine, there may 
be fome, as well amongfl the perfons, living un- 
Ier our protection, as about the Nabob’s peribn. 
You may allure the Nabob, that we fhail feverely 
punilh thofe who belong to us whenever we can 
fix the guilt, and you will firenuoufly recommend 
to him to do the fame on his part. 

The fooncr you can fet out on this commiffion, 
the better, that the bad effects, which the want of 
confidence between us and the Nabob mightocca- 
fion in the country, may be prevented. 
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£,3.a.-— Tbe next Council Day but one, Mr. 
Amyatt made a Motion in the following 
Terms. 

M R. Amyatt recolleds, the President having 
mentioned, that twenty lacks of rupees 
were promifed by Cofiim Aly Cawn to the Board, 
but that he would not cun lent to this money’s be¬ 
ing received till the debt to the Company was 
paid. As that is now finished ; Mr. Amyatt is 
of opinion, it. fhould be made apart of Mr. Fia- 
ftings’s indructions to endeavour to recover the 
promifed twenty lacks, and when recovered, that 
inftead of being diftributed amongft the members 
of the Council, which could not fail niifing a ful- 
picion that our affents to the Revolution were 
bought, the money fliould be brought to tHe cre¬ 
dit of the Company 

As Mr. Amyatt could not fincerely think the 
Company had aright to make fuch a demand 
upon the Nabob, it is impoliible to affign any 
other realon fpf this motion than, an intention of 
fruftrating by fo unjuft and vexatious a difpute the 
- good end propofed from Mr, Haftings’s deputa¬ 
tion, and effe&ually shutting up all the ways of 
reconciliation, by i demand which every one knew 
the Nabob would reject with aftonifhment. How¬ 
ever, Mef, Johnftone and Hay joined heartily in , 
this demand, and whether they thought Major 
Carnac’s opinion would add weight to their refblu- 
tions, or whether they were unwilling to deprive 
him of a fhare in every opportunity of uifulting 
the Nabob, or whether it was the Major’s own 
defire to be a party on this occcafion, it was 
moved, that he fliould be called to the Board, al¬ 
though it is very certain, according to the Com¬ 
pany’s regulations, he could not fit there on fuch 

a fubjetc. 
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a fubjefb. .... The opinions given by the feve- 
ral members, and by myfelf, with refpeft to the 
propofeci demand, were thefe following. 

—The following is the Subjlance of the 
Debate upon the Motion for calling Major 
Carnac to the Board, upon this Occajion . 

Tt ATR. Johnftone moves, that the opinion of 
lyl the Colonel and Major fhould be aficed, 
•with regard to the inftrucfcions to be given to Mr. 
Mailings. 

The queftion. being put, whether the Colonel 
and Major fhould be defired to attend. 

MeiT. Hay, Johnftone, and Amyatt, are of 
opinion, the company’s intention in their fixty- 
third paragraph, mentioning military affairs and 
matters relative thereto, implies, that Colonel 
Coote and Major Carnac are to be prelent and con- 
fulted in affairs of fuch a publick nature as depu¬ 
tations, alliances, and in drawing up inflruftions 
for whoever may be lent in luch publick charac¬ 
ter on the part of the Board, when the national 
honour and the company’s bufinefs are i mere fled. 
The Governor thinks, that the Company’s 
inftriictions in the fixty-fourth paragraph'of their 
commands, of the 13th of March, 1761, are 
very plain, that neither Colonel Coote, nor Ma¬ 
jor Carnac, are Members either of the Board, or 
the Seled: Committee, excepting in cales where 
military affairs only are under debate. Thefe are 
the words of the Company’s letter, and need 
no explanation, and are apparently intended to 
limit the meaning of the word relative , whic'fhnds 
in the foregoing paragraph, and. which can be 
wnderftood only of negociations to be carried on 
with any foreign power, with a view to fotr.e 

projected 
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projected military operation. He thinks the in- 
firoctions to Mr. Haftings are no ways relative to 
military affairs; yet it is not at all diJagreeable to 
him to have the advice of thole gentlemen, if the 
reft of the Board think it will be for the good of 
the Company. 

B,#C.-- Mr. KayV Minute. 

A S it appears to me from the Prefident's de¬ 
claration, that the bond for this money vas 
given to the Members of the Board that were 
then prelenr in Calcutta, and that Mr, Holwel! 
was one of them , from its being the only advan¬ 
tage gained by the treaty with Coftirri Aly Cawn, 
except his promile co get the Nabob Meer Jaffeir 
Cawn to make over the revenues of the lands, 
now pofTeiTed by the Company, for the mainte¬ 
nance of our troops in his fervjce, and that the 
only expence and rilk of putting in Coffim Aly 
Cawn, for which he promifed and gave a bond 
for this twenty lacks, muft fall on the Company ; 
I think, that they have an undoubted right to 
the money ; and that it fhould be demanded of 
the Nabob on their account; and in cafe he re- 
fufes payment on account of the bond’s being re¬ 
turned, that he fhould be made to unde.ftand, that 
it was returned without proper authority, and not 
by an order of the Board. 

Mr. JohtiftoneV Minute. 

Mr. Johnliohe thinks, Mr. Haftings ITiould be 
directed to afk this i'um promifed by Coffim Aly 
Cawn, in conlecjuence of the lervice to be render¬ 
ed him by die reprefentatives of the Compa ny. and 
by their power and influence, which may therefore 
be confidered as the Company’s due. Otherwife. 
the proceedings of their Servants, in the advance- 

M ment 
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“cnt of Coffim Aly Cawn, would be liable to the 
lufpicions, that their motives were other tiian thofe 
they have declared > that when Coffim Aly Cawn. 
tendered his bond to the members then prelent in 
Calcutta, the Comp; jy might have expected their 
agents to have accepted and transferred it to their 
account, from the fame fpirit of difintereftedntfs 
as the only immediate advantage then offered, e- 
1 pedal I y as the Company run the rifle, and fup- 
plieddhe force and expence required for this re¬ 
volution ; and he joins in opinion with Mr. Hay, 
that as the bonds were not returned by a regular 
deed of the Council, the amount may be ftili de¬ 
manded and recovered of the Nabob, 

Major Carnac’r Minute. 

Major Carnac is of opinion, the demand pro- 
pofed to be made to the Nabob by Mel' Amyatc, 
johnftone, and Hay, of the twenty lacks ought 
to be done, were it only in juftification of them- 
felves for however innocent the gentlemen of the 
Board may be, the world probably imagines, that 
they have all received fome pecuniary confidera- 
tion, in return for having appointed Coffim Aly 
Ca'vn t£the Soubadaree, whereas from this de¬ 
mand being made, the contrary will appear upon 
record. If the Nabob refufes, which I think he 
wil l and ought, we are juftified at once ; and if he 
grants it, there is fo much gained to the Com¬ 
pany. 

c Tbe Frdident’i Minnie. 

That a right judgment may be formed, whe¬ 
ther the demand propofed by Mr. Amyatc to be 
made upon the Nabob of twenty lacks of rupees 
is reafonable or not, it feems necefiary to recite 

here 
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here all the circomftances of the cafe, on which he 

would found the claim-. I have informed the 

Niiho.b more than once, and par ocularly in con- 
fukation* 12 j,an. *761* that Coffim Aly Cawn 
(now the Nabob ) at the time of concluding the 
treaty with him* in the month of September 176.0* 
defined to make a prefer. t to mylelf and the other 
gentlemen of the Sele& Committee then at Cal¬ 
cutta. I have as often mentioned, that i imme¬ 
diately and absolutely declined the fa id offer for 
myfejf and the reft ot the gentlemen* obferving 
i:o Coffim Aly Cawn* that in the agreements .en- 
tered into with him, we had no other view but the 
teftoring c rdtT to the country* and fettling a more 
certain fund for (applying the unavoidable ex- 
fences .of the Company, then fo ill provided for* 
that our troop .; at Patna had been feme months 
without their pay* at the fame time that the Na* 
bob , s own affairs were in 1b diftrdled a condition* 
that he was every day in danger of Jofing his life 
by the mutinous attempts of his troops, 

I ne paper* which Coj^inh Aly Cavyn delivered 
me* containing this propofol, 1 ‘returned the very 
moment l had read it* It was wrote in Peril an, 
and, to the beft. of my teoolle&ion, was to rh 
following purport: “ That three months s>f»r his 
‘ x appointment to . he Neabut, or deputy govern- 
tc roent under rhe Nabob Jaffier Aly Cawn, fit 
“ X ou ^ S ive twenty lacks of rupees to Mef. 
*' \ fSrttarr, Tiolwell., Caillaud, Sumner, and 
JVrGwire, ' X hefe four gentlemen entirely ap- 
proved of my refufal of this offer, and what 1 laid 
CiA the occafion co Coffim Aly Cawn* who was how- 
ever a good deal liirpnzcd anduneafy at it. After- 
wards at Moorihedabad, when jaffier Aly Cawn 
declared his refoiution to retire to Calcutta, and 
Coffim Aly Cawn was proclaimed Subah of the 
XroVinces, he renewed the fame offer, and I again 
M 2 declined 
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declined it in the fame terms, adding, that if he 
found hjmfelf capable of raifing money enough to 
anfwer the monthly payments of the Company's 
balance, and fatisfy the troops of Jaffier Aly 
Cawn, and had befides any thing to fpare, he 
might make the Company a prefent of five lacks 
over and above his agreements, to be fent to Ma¬ 
dras to help defray the expences of the army be¬ 
fore Pondicherry, to which he immediately con- 
fented. 

I rerurned from Moorfliedabad to Calcutta, 
without: receiving dire&ly or indirectly a Angle 
rupee from the Nabob, or any other perfon by his 
order and direction, add I can venture to aver as 
much for Colonel Caillaud, Mr. Haftings, and 
the other gentlemen who were with me. 

About two months after, the Nabob fent me a 
compliment of a bill for twenty-five thoufand ru- 

f iees, upon the occafion of the birth of rny ion. I 
aid this before the Board in confultation, the 
twelfth of January 1761, and declared, that as I 
had rejected for mylelf and the other gentlemen of 
the Sele< 5 t Committee, all offers of private emolu¬ 
ment, and had not received a fingle rupee from 
the Nabob, fo neither would I, while a doubc 
iubfiUcd with refpeft to the money he had enga¬ 
ged to pay the Company, or the long arrears of 
his predeceiTor’s troops ; accordingly the twenty- 
five thoufand rupees were paid into the Company's 
treafury. 

Since that, the Nabob has, by a furprizing di¬ 
ligence in the regulation of the affairs of his go¬ 
vernment, clifcharged not only the payments due 
to the Company, with the addition of the pro- 
mifed five lacks, but has alfo fatisfied his prede- 
ceflor’s and his own troops, notv/ithftanding the 
eeffion to the Company of Burdwan, Midnipoor, 
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and Chittagong, made a very large deduction from 
his revenues. 

The amount the Company have received from 
the Nabob, is about twenty-fix lacks of * Sicca 
rupees, as by receipt in full entered, after con* 
fultation, 8 February 1762, and from the laid 
countries, ceded as before mentioned, we have 
received to the thirty-firft of January laft above 
fifty-three lacks of f Current rupees, as by ab- 
ftratfted account tranffnitced to the honourable 
Court of Directors by the Warren. 

After this, I cannot fee upon what pretence we 
can demand of the Nabob a tardier fum of twen¬ 
ty lacks of rupees. If we were in diftrefs for mo¬ 
ney for carrying on the Company’s affairs, and 
were, on that account, under a neceffity of re¬ 
queuing of the Nabob to lend us fueh a fum, I 
have that opinion of him as to think, that he 
would comply with the requelt if in his power, 
or even give it, if fuch an application was to be 
made to him as a favour requefted for the Com¬ 
pany. 

And, on the other hand, if the demand of fuch. 

a fum was fee up without the leaft juft plea, I think 
he will not only excufe himf'eif from complying 
with fo unreafonabic a claim, but will alfo look up¬ 
on it as a mark, that we are not inclined to obferve 
on our part, the treaty which he has fo well ful¬ 
filled on hk, and in which it is agreed, that we 
fhall afk nothing more than the monies rhereijj 
promifed, and the ediions therein ftipulated. Con- 
fequently fuch a demand would very much add to 
the unealinefs which the Board have of late ob- 
M 3 ferved 

* A Sicca rupee is worth about two (hilling? eight pence 
half-penny, reckoning the current rupee at two (hillings four 
pence, 

f A current rupee i$ reckoned worth two fhiuittgu four 
pence, 
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ferved in the Nabob' and which one and all have 
expreffed a defire of finding out the caufe of, and 
removing. The demand now propofed tends to 
aggravate that uneafinefs, i.nfteadof removing it. 
I hope, loch is not Mr. Arhyatt’s view in making 
the propoial, but it is hard to conceive from what 
motive it can have proceeded. Certainly, it is 
not from pure regard for the Company, nor from 
any conviction of the juftnefs of the claim; for 
he never thought of offering the Company what 
he received of the Nabob jaffier AlyCawn’s pre¬ 
lent to the Council and Committee, nor ever gave 
it as his opinion, that the Company had a right 
its 

For my own part, I think, that neither the 
Company, nor I, nor any other perfon, have 
any claim or demand upon the Nabob of any 
fort, that there is not even an appearance of 
juftice in Mr. Amyatt’s propofkl, and that the 
proiecution of it could have none but bad con- 
fequences. 

— 'i'be Majority of the Board agreeing , 
that the propofed Demand fnoidd he made 
upon the Nabob, the following Poftfcript 
.**#•» accordingly added to Mr, Haftmgs’i 
Inflr uSjions. 

A ND we farther direct you to apply to the 
Nabob for the t wenty lacks of rupees, the 
amount of the bond he gave at the time the treaty 
was made with him to the members of the Seleft 
Committee then prefent u Calcutta, to which fum, 
notwithftanding they returned the bond, we con¬ 
ceive the Company have atitle. You will, there¬ 
fore, ufeyour beft endeavours to recover the fame 
as foon as poffibie, as the tranquillity of the 

country, 
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eountry, by the futcefs of our arms., has undoubted¬ 
ly enabled him to difcharge the above obligation. 

8,3.e.- Mr. Amyatt judging it ncce[jary to 

make finite Reply to the Arguments contained 
in the Prdident’j Minute, it is here infix¬ 
ed, lejl it Jhould he (aid, that any thing, is 
emitted) although not material to the prefent 
Subject, 

T HE Minute, given in by the Prefldent the 
twenty-fecond of March, has not, in the 
leaft altered the fentiments of Mr. Amyatt, in 
regard to the demand propofed by him to be 
made from Coffim Aly Cawn of the twenty lacks 
of rupees for the ufe of the Company, as he finds 
nothing in the Minute to invalidate the reafon, 
which induced him to propofe, that the demand 
fhould be made, nor did any Minute or expref- 
iion of Mr. Van Sittart’s ever imply fetch money 
was not to be received, but the contrary, and on¬ 
ly retted the payment of it to the Nabob’s gene 
rofity after his other expences were defrayed,which 
was "not rifting much.* for while we remain To 
powerful in this country, iuch a promifc the Nabob 
will look on as binding as a bond, and the takings 
bond might have bad appearances, for it is ac¬ 
knowledged. that a paper was received from him 
containing a promife of twenty lacks of rupees to 
Mef. Van Smart, Caillaud, Hoiwell, Sumner, 
and M‘Gwire. Now, it is not to be imagined, 
that ne Would have offered fo large a fum to theft; 
gentlemen, to the exclufion of the other members 
of the Council and Seleft Committee (an of¬ 
fer before unprecedented) but as a conlideration 
to engage them to conclude with him a treaty, 
from whence he was to reap fo much advantage, 
M 4 without 
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without regard to the opinions of the reft of the 
Board. As therefore they could have no right to 
receive money upon fuch terms, and Mr. Amyatt 
is willing to believe they have not, if they thought 
proper of thernfelves to fign a treaty on the part of 
our honourable rr afters, the confideration for fo 
doing ought to be paid to thole who were to be 
the only lofers, in cale of ill confequences arifing 
thencefrom, The parallel between the prefenc 
received by Mr. Amyatt, in common with the 
whole Board, as well as with the army and navy, 
and this of twenty lacks, intended for five gentle¬ 
men only, is as unjuft, as it would be to make 
parallel between the two revolutions ; the one 
tftahlifiied in conicquence of the overthrow of a 
common enemy ; the other in direct breach of the 
former engagements, the aft of only part of the 
Council, and to which, had all its members been 
confulted, the majority would probably have ob¬ 
jected. Mr. Amyatt wifhes, he could agree with 
the Prefident, that the Nabob is well difpofed to¬ 
wards us; if that were the cafe, there would be no 
neceffity, at this time, of our lending Mr. Haftings 
up to him. The whole tenor of his conduft tie* 
monitrates the contrary. He is keeping up and 
daily encreafing a rabble of an army at an im- 
menfe expence, which be can do from no other 
motives but from diftruft and a defire of being 
independent of us, as he may command, by vir¬ 
tue of the treaty, the fervicc of our troops for all 
occafions. Pie now remains at the extremity of 
the country through his fuljficions of us, and in 
order to be at a greater diftance from our fettle- 
rnents, has determined on removing the feat of his 
government to Rajamaul; and indeed it is no won¬ 
der he Ihould entertain thefe fufpictons, as he can 
have no fecurity that we will keep our faith with 
him better than we did with his father-in-law, to 

whom 
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whom we were bound by engagements more fo- 
ietnn than thofe fihce entered into with him ; nor 
can he ever acquit himfelf of his own treachery to 
JafRer Aiy Cawn, which mud ever keep alive the 
fufpicions now burning in his bread. Mr. Amyatt 
does not allow the ('mailed degree of merit to Cof- 
fim Aly Cawn, for having difcharged the pay¬ 
ments due to the Company and his troops. His 
being in a condition to do lb was entirely owing to 
the happy change of affairs by the defeat of he 
Shazatla. The fame fureels would have equally 
enabled Meer Jaffier to do fo. But, moreover, 
Coffim Aly Cawn has taken the opportunity of 
the tranquillity of the country to commit the moll 
unheard of exactions and oppreffions, and (as a 
farther proof of his regard for us) more particu¬ 
larly againd* fitch as were our avowed friends. 
Ratr.na.rain with many others are now the un¬ 
happy inftances thereof, by the giving up of whom 
and becoming in every thing fince fubfervient to 
the Nabob’s views, without keeping up any inte¬ 
rmit or friendfhip with any other of the leading 
men in the country, there is not a man of any 
rank or confequence, as dare fo much as vifrt, or 
have the lead connection with any of our chiefs 
or commanders, as their letters to this Ro:>*\i at 
different times can teftify. 

B,3X *——- To which the Prefident tmfwered 
theje few Words to cloj'e the Subject. 

T HE Prcfident begs leave to obferve, that 
the treaty entered into with Coffim Aiy 
Cawn, properly came under the province of the 
Select Committee, and alt the members thereof, 
who were prefent in Calcutta, were unanimous in 

their approbation of it.As to the remarks 

on the coniequences of that treaty, they are the 

fame 
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fame as have already been often mentioned, ini’ 
to which we may expert ihortly the lend meats and 
directions of our honourable mailers. 

C,3» —■Tranjlaticn of the Nabob’* Reply to the 
Reprefentations of the Board. 

T HAT you gentlemen ihould unreafonabiy 
demand twenty lacks of rupees of me fur- 
prizes me greatly. This is a behaviour unworthy 
men of dignity, in whom it is doubtlefs impro¬ 
per, after having refufed a thing, to contradict 
themfelves, and demand it in the name, of their 
mailers. It is true, I formerly offered to give 
fuch a fum to Mr. Van Sittart, and ibme ocher 
gentlemen, but they pofitively refufed it, faying, 
44 We are weliwifhers of the Company, and define 
“ nothing for ourftives, give the Company the 
“ three Provinces of Burdwan, &c. and that is 
** fuificient.” Now mote of the gentlemen, to 
whom I made this offer, have left the country, 
and as to the one or two, who dill remain here, 
I do not think that they will demand it of me. 
You, Sir, who are come to this place to bring fo 
unjuft a claim, on what pretence, and with what 
dcfpn qo you do it ? You ought to keep in vi£w, 
gentlemen, the agreement 1 made with you in re¬ 
lation to the affairs of the Company, wherein, 
when I agreed to give them the three Provinces 
of Burdwan, &rc, you promifed on their part, and 
gave it me in writing, chat, after having received 
thole Provinces, you would not aide a farthing 
more of me. Having accordingly folly complied 
with my agreements, I did befides, at the inftance 
and defire of Mr. Van Sittart, and of my own 
free will, give the Company five lacks of rupees 
over and above, willing thereby to give Mr. Van 
Sittart a credit with the Company, and that they 

might 
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•might regard me as their friend in every refpe&. 
By the grace of Gob» I have com^ady fulfilled 
the treaty, and have not, in a Angle inftance, de¬ 
viated from jt. Yet, gentlemen, notwithdanding 
this treaty, which you foletnnly made with me, and 
ratified with the feal of theCorr.paay, you now de¬ 
mand a fum of money from me, which I have never 
borrowed of ycy, nor obliged myfelf to pay, nor 
have you in any manner the leaft claim on me. i 
owe nobody a iipgle rupee, nor will I pay your 
demand. This new cuifomwhich you are endea¬ 
vouring to iec up in violation of the treaty be¬ 
tween us, this cuftom fo calculated for raifing a 
difturbance, I will not admit nor hear of. 

You fay, that l Arnold remove out of my mind 
whatever jeaioufy 1 may have of the Englifh. 
This particular forprized me much, for, from what 
that J. have laid does this jeaioufy appear ? And. 
who has reported fuch a falfhood to you? It is 
proper, that you fhould make due enquiry into this 
affair. I have before wrote to the Governor of the 
proceedings of your dependents t, and it is the 
way of the world, that amongft fathers and fons, 
brothers, friends, and intimates, differences will 
fometimes arife, but foon give place to friendihip 
and benevolence, nor were any of thefe matte;y 
of fuch coniequence, that from them you lhould 
fufpetft my fincericy, and fend me a mefiage fo 
different from the rules and language of friend- 
lhip. 

You are pleafed to fay, there are mifehievous 
and malevolent men who propagate icandalous 
ftories of you gentlemen. I have before wrote 
repeatedly, that whatever Villain in my council 
date fpeak ill of you before me, the moment he 
were known he fhould be puniihed. Now, if fuch 
an one is known to you, gentlemen, write me his 
name, that 1 may make an example of him. Many 

new 
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new Factories have been eftabiifhed In every part 
of the country, both on the Company’s account, 
and by private gentlemen, and a trade carried on 
in all forts of goods, fuch as it was never the cu- 
ftorn to trade in. To this day, neither I nor my 
people have ever offered them the leaft obitruftior, 
nor cauied them the lofsof one rupee. It grieves me, 
that without caufe or enquiry, you gentlemen, Into 
ter fuch fufpicions to take place in your hearts, and 
declare them to me your friend. Who it is be¬ 
longing to yourfelves that is continually fpeaking 
ill of me, propagating calumnies againft me, and 
reprefenting me to you as your enemy is not un¬ 
known to you. The a As of violence committed 
by Mr. Ellis before my face, the infults on my 
people, and the difturbances railed in the coun¬ 
try, my authority rendered contemptible to all In- 
doltan, and obftruftions thrown in the way of e~ 
very bufinefs of the government in the Province 
of Bahar. .... All thefe have I fully represented 
in rny letter to Mr. Van Sittart from the begin¬ 
ning till now; nor lhall l dwell on luch a fubjeft 
afrefih, becaufe ! am well perfuaded, that Mr. Van 
Sittart, and the gentlemen of the Council, will 
make ftridfc enquiry into this affair, and bring to 
condign punifhment whoever without caufe or rea- 
fon has adted as my enemy, that for the fut ure no 
one may give interruption to my bufinefs, nor in¬ 
terfere in the affairs of my government. Until 
you make enquiry into his behaviour, and bring 
him to punifhment, my authority will never be 
eftablifficd. 

You fay, that I ihoukl look upon the friend- 
foip and treaties of Englishmen as fincere and in¬ 
violable.I have been long convinced, gen¬ 

tlemen, that our friendlhip would by no means 
be interrupted, and that in fpitc of the milchievotis 
Handers of malicious men, the foundations of our 

arriiry 
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entity would be unfhaken, becaute 1 know for cer¬ 
tain, that the Englifh never break their treaties 
and agreements, and that all their enquiries are 
fincere and impartial 


0,3.a .—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Haying's 
to Mr. Ellis. 

Dated Sarfaram, 13 May 1762. 

I T was a difappointment to me, that i could 
not fee you at Patna before I proceeded to the 
Nabob’s camp. You cannot be ignorant of the 
commiffion, which I have received from the 
Board, with which my inclinations fo heartily 
concur, that, 1 fhcold have eagerly err,braced eve¬ 
ry occafion to create a good underftanding be¬ 
tween the Nabob and every perfon employed in 
any poll; of confequence under the Company, 
knowing how effential fetch a temper is to the 
fuccefs of our affairs. I was in hopes, that a 
meeting with you might have enabled tne the 
more effeclualiy to promote this defign, as you 
could have inifrudted me with the caufes of the 
lata difagreerhents between yourielf and the Na¬ 
bob, and pointed out flich expedients as were '.he 
mo Pc likely to remedy them. 

Your motives for denying me. that, opportunity 
(which tho’ but as a compliment; doe to a Mem¬ 
ber of your own Board, I might have expe&ed) are 
bell known to yourfelf- However, fetting afide all 
perfonal confiderations, 1 am yet willing to give 
you and the. world a proof of my defire to remove 
every occafion cf diflrufl or difiention, which 
may difturb the publick affairs, in offering you 
freely my alFifiance to promote a bettor dilpofkion 
between the Nabob and yotnfelf, than 1 find at 
prefent iubfifliog. 

I will 
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I will not conceal from yon, that he charges! 
you with attempting to breed a difagreement be¬ 
tween him and the Company, and has declared it 
in his reply to the meffagc which I carried him 
from the Board. 

I confefe, I am not pleafed to interfere in fuch 
a futtjed, but would rather wifh to conciliate 
nutters were it in my power. For this reafon, I 
have deterred delivering the Nabob’s reply, in 
my letters to the Board, til! I receive your anfwer, 
with which I hope to be foon favoured. 

C,3.b,— To this letter Mr. Ellis made thefoU 
/owing Reply. 

DatedSingia., 17 May 1762. 

I A M this moment favoured with your’s of the 
ijth. It was impoffible, for rne to know chat 
our meeting was in any degree needfary unlefs 
you Had told me fo; for to this time I am 
no further acquainted with the Corn million you 
have received from the Board, than what was 
once mentioned in a private letter, viz, to remove 
the Nabob’s jealoufies. Neither do I think any 
Member of the Board could reafon ably expedfc, 
that k mould pay him the complimen t of travel¬ 
ling fifteen miles at this feafon, when he never 
advifed me of his approach, without which I 
could be at no certainty, cither as to the time of 
his arrival, or flay at Patna; and, indeed, com¬ 
mon report informed me of j our having let out 
for the Nabob’s camp feme days before it fee ms 
you did. 

The laudable defires you exp refs of removing 
every occafioir of diltruft or difagreement that 
may dblurb the public affairs, be allured, fhall 
meet with every afllftance in my power, nor can 

you 
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you v, ifh more ardently for the effefiing {0 /rood, 
a work, than I do .mvfell. The caufes of the 
Nabob's late behaviour I cannot account for,, un- 
ids it: be ray not having concurred in ientiraent 
wim choie gentlemen who railed him to the Muf- 
nud. From the time of my taking charge at 
the' Company’s affairs in this province, I have 
eves been felicitous to keep up a harmony and 
good underftanding, not only with the Nabob buc 
his officersthey, on the contrary, have been 
ipoli, io<|qiirioua to deliroy it Twice has; the city a£ 
i atna been alarmed with a report, that the Engitili 
intended to attack it j and,, in coniequence there- 
oi, guns mounted, guards augmented, gates Unit, 
and admittance denied to every one belonging to 
tae iadory ; and all this without the lead pLaufible 
pretence whatever being given, 

I he falfehoods mduiinoully propagated of my 
ddign -.to take Mongheer you can be no itranger to, 
nor the ridiculous sight so which they appear. On 
;U1 occasions, the Englifh ar? represented as the 
Taboo s greateft enemies •, and it is notorious, 
that no man, who values his favour, dare appear 
in the faftory. 

The Nabob accuies me of attempting to breed 
a ddagreemem between him and Use Como m,. 
Alter what he has accufeci other genitieuien of, 
npfhing of this kind is furprizbg. However, a 
general charge amounts to very little. This term 
he has, without- any grounds, given to my feeing 
wOja Antoine, I had before made repeated Com¬ 
plaints to him, of the interruption given our bu- 
iiuels, which being little or not at all regarded, it 
became a duty incumbent on me, to take other 
measures for fecuring one of the moft valuable 
branches or the Company’s commerce. Of the 
;mules received in die feizure, detention, and lofs 
a; my boats, { before acquainted you, as likewife 
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of the affront the Nabob has given me in not 
anfwering my letters j but notwithftanding the 
firft or fecond inftance of this kind, I continued 
writing to him on bufinefs, till my Hircarahs were 
ill treated in his camp. 

The firft grand ftep towards obtaining the de- 
jfired end will be, for the Nabob to remove from 
about his perfon all chofe, who at prefent poifori 
his mind with falfe and idle ftories. Let him 
ekeem the Englifh as his beft arid only friends, 
and as fnch place an entire confidence in them. If 
any caufe of dilgutl appear, let him apply td 
thofe who are entrufeed with the management of 
the Company’s affairs, to have the matter cleared 
lip, which he may always be afiured of. For my 
own part, 1 fhall never do any thing but what l 
will aflert to him and the world ; and I appeal to 
Rajebullub, or any other perfon in office at Pat¬ 
na,” whether upon any complaint being lodged 
againft our fervants under rny jurifdidhion, I have 
not given them a fpeedy and ample fatisfadlion % 
and all 1 defirc is, that the# would aft in the 
fame manner towards the fervants of the govern¬ 
ment, who infult and treat us ill. This would 
create a mutual confidence, and put an end to the 
prefent difTention 

C,%.c.-~Copy of a Letter from Mr. Mailings 
to the Governor and Council. 

Dated Jummor, 24 May 1762. 

U PON mv arrival at the Nabob’s camp, I 
informed him of the fubilance of my in- 
ftrudions, and added fuch affurances as 1 judged 
moft coriducible to remove any diftruft that might 
have arifen in his mind. Pits reply 1 have the ho¬ 
nour to tranfmit to you, in the inclofed paper, 

which 
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which l received from him figned with his own 
hand, and I lhali wait your further commands for 
my conduit in relation to the matters contained 
therein. 

I will not take upon me to judge of the dif- 
putes which have arilen between the Nabob and 
Mr. Ellis, nor am I'properly qualified to give my 
fentiments upon them, being as yet.only acquaint¬ 
ed with the complaints of the former. But. { think, 
I cannot better acquit myleif of the talk which you 
have enjoined me, and which my duty to the fervice 
requires from me, than by offering my opinion in 
general, that in all differences between the Com¬ 
pany’s fervants or inferior agents, and the go¬ 
vernment, if proper juftice cannot be obtained 
from the Nabob, or thofe authorized to a6t under 
him, application (hould be made to the Board, and 
no perfon be allowed on any pretence to ufe violent 
means for the redrefs of his own grievances. This 
method till lately has been cor,Handy and tiniver- 
fally obferved in all our concerns, not only before 
the restoration of the Company’s privileges, but 
by thofe who have fince had the adminiftration of 
their affairs, and who will hardly be fufpe&ed of 
having neglected the honour of the nation, or the 
interefi of their employers, in effect, it U only 
by referving to yourfelves the privileges of de¬ 
ciding on all matters of contention, that the au¬ 
thority of the Board can be maintained, or the 
pubtick tranquillity fccured. 


C, 


.d .—ExtraB of a Letter from Mr. Bail¬ 
ings to Mr. Ellis. 

Dated Jummor, 2 7 May/ 76 2. 

HIS complaint having been fent through 
my hands, l will deal fo openly with you, 
N as 


178 ORIGINAL PAPERS 

as to give you this timely notice of it, by fend* 
iog you an ext rad of that part of his letter which 
concerns y urielh 

0,3.6 -—Po thjjft arc added fame other Letters 
of the Prijidint's Correspondence 'with Mr. 
Ha flings, which relate to the Difputes b-e- 
tween the Nabob and Mr. Ellis, and fie w 
the 'Pains inemffluatly taken to make Peace 
between 

C ? 3.f '.‘-t-pxiraB of a Letter from Mr- Haft- 
ings to the Governor. 

Sarferam, 13 May 1762, 

I Defired Mr. Ironfideto inform you, yefterday, 
of our arrival at Sarferam on the 9th inftant, 
1 proceeded diredly to the Nabob’s tent He 
received me with great poll tends, and enquired 
in a friendly manner after your health. This vi- 
fit palTed only in general con variation. The next 
evening I opened to him the fubjed of my com- 
rnifiion from the Board, which I gave him in 
•"king, and pretty nearly in the correfpondeat 
words or the letter, the poftfeript excepted, which 
1 read to him from the original, and (not without 
Come difficulty) .explained to him. 

He expreffeci much cliffatisfadtion, that be 
ihould be charged with entertaining a jealoufy of 
the Engliffi which, he Laid, argued ferric rmlbe- 
haviour in him towards them, as the conference 
of fuch fentiments, and challenged me to mention 
one indance of his having betrayed a want of 
confidence in the' Company, or deviated front 
the treaty with them. It is true, he added, he 
had frequent fubieft of complaint again ft the 

.Englifh 
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Engl iff) dependants but that made no alteration 
in his engagements with their principals, or his 
particular obligations to you. ... He was as little 
pieafed with the aflertion, that the people about 
his perfon had given occaflon to any difference be¬ 
tween him and the Englifh. He defired, that 
they might be named; and declared, that on whom¬ 
ever fuch a f'acl was proved he would put him 
to death ; but (proceeded he) “ if you are yet at a 
lots to know who it is among!! yourfelves that 
ftrives to create a mifunderltanding between us, 
“ 1 will name him. It is Mr. Ellis, who by his 
“ acts of violence committed on my fervants, and 
“ unprovoked attacks which he is daily mak- 
‘‘ «®g u P on mv authority, has not only given en- 
“ couragement to my enemies, and the difaffe&- 
“ cd people in my own fervice, but has given oc~ 
“ cafion to fuch reports to the discredit of my go- 
“ vemcnent at the Court 0 f Shuja Doula, as 
might be of the worft confequence to my af- 
“ fairs. 5 * 

With regard to Mr. Ellis, | am at a lofs how 
foadt. His behaviour in my opinion has been fo 
imprudent, and his difaffedion to the Nabob fo 
tnanifeftly inveterate, that a proper reprefentation 
of it could not fail to draw upon him' the leveed 
rcfentment of the Company. But, bcfldes my 
averfion to violent meafures, the length of time 
before the Company’s notice of thele affairs could 
reach us, and the Support that the nioft glaring 
rniiconduifl in him would meet with from a ma¬ 
jority of the Board, have inclined me rather to 
make choice of iuch means, as may be more 
likely to conciliate than inflame our mutual ani- 
mofities, sV itlx this view I have wrote to Mr. 
Eljis a letter, of which the inciofed is a copy, and 
wisl acquaint you with his anfwer. If he accepts 
oi my offer, f will do him every good office that 
N a I can 
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I can with the Nabob. If he declines it, I will 
not only let the Nabob purfue his own meafures, 
but will even join him in endeavouring to con¬ 
fute the afperftons which have been made ufe of 
■ ,j ruin his credit with the Company. 

C, j g.- ExtraEi of a Letter from the Go¬ 

vernor to Mr. Raftings, 

Dated 0.6 May 1762. 

I H AD the pleafure to receive this morning 
your favour of the 13th. The Nabob’s anfwer 
to the reprefentation you made him on the part 
of the Board, is exactly uniform with all his 
former declarations in regard to the dil'putes that 
have arifen between him and Mr. Eilis; and this 
uniformity is a ftrong proof with me, that he 
fpeaks with a good confcience, and has reafon on 
his fide. However, as I love peace and quietnefs, 
and have learnt to make allowances for the differ¬ 
ent tempers and paffions of different mens l ap¬ 
prove entirely of your endeavours to conciliate 
matters between the Nabob and Mr. Ellis, and 
wifh that the latter may accept of your good offices,- 
If cot, you can do no otherwife than reprefent 
fully to the Board, the Nabob’s anlwer to the 
fubjeft matter of your inftruftions. 

C,3.h .—Extract of a Letter from Mr. Hu fl¬ 
ings to the Governor. 

Dated jutnmor, 26 May 1762. 

T HE world judging only from fafts, fees 
the Nabob’s authority publickly infulted, 
his officers imprifoned, feapoys lent againft his 
forts j and is told, that the chief of the Englifh 
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in thefe parts difavows the Nabob’s right to the 
Subaftiip. The obvious end of fiich fymptoms 
is an open rupture. The Nabob’s enemies receive 
encouragement from this hope, and the traitors 
about his perfon uie it as an argument to them to 
peril it in their revolt. Shuja Douia is informed, 
that the Engliih have a&uallycommenced hoftiiities 
with the Nabob, nor need i take notice how fatal 
fuch a notion might prove to the Nabob and to 
us, was not Shuja Douia too much engaged with 
other defigns to take advantage of the weaknefs 
of this government. 

When I accepted of this com minion, I pleafed 
myfelf with the hopes of being an inflrument of 
reconciling all differences between the Nabob and 
the Eogfiih, and putting an end to all animofi- 
ties. This 1 now find an it npo Bible talk. The 
gentlemen, who have taken upon them to condemn 
his promotion, have too publickly proclaimed 
their dilapprobation of that meafure, and their 
hatred to the Nabob, which have been repeated 
to him, probably with exaggerations, lie has 
been told, that Mefl. Amyatt, Ellis, and Car- 
nac, have in their letters to their friends in Eng¬ 
land, ufed every argument to procure an order 
from the Company, to annul the meafufes taken 
in favour of him, and re; •ref or d his charac¬ 
ter in the moil hateful terms j that Mr. Fullerton 
was alio charged to affift in perfon their project 
of depofmg him, and that they have fworn to¬ 
gether to his ruin ; that they have difeovered a 
Haw in his title to the Subafbip from our treaty, 
&c. 6ec. True or falfe the Nabob has received 
thefe ftories from their intimate acquaintance, 
who may have forged a part, but could not have 
invented the whole. 

I had always Battered myfelf with the hopes 
that the Company’ approbation of the revolution 
■ N 3 in 
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In favour of Meer Coffim would have been fuch, 
as to have reftrained the defigns of the party form¬ 
ed againft him, and thefe hopes were greatly en¬ 
couraged^ bv the letter which arrived in the Month 
e* April. But the fecond, which arrived npt a 
month after, was exprefled in fuch ambiguous 
te'rrns, as might eafily be confirmed by a party - 
fpirit into a dtfapprobation of it. 

D,3 .—ExtraSl of the Company a General 'Letter 
to Bengal. 


Dated tp June 1761. 


U P O N perufal of the faid fevera! letters and 
papers, we have the agreeable fatlsfaftion of 
finding, that the great revolution in the Subafliip 
therein mentioned has been, and is likely to prove 
greatly advantageous to the Company. We have 
not now time to enter into any particulars on this 
happy event, and can therefore only recommend 
and leave it to you to aft in fuch manner as iLall 
be mo ft for the Company’s intereft. 

We dearly lee that this revolution has been 
happily brought about, principally by the good 
conduct: and addrefs of our Prefident Van Sittart, 
and we accordingly lincerely and heartily return 
him our thanks, for his greac fervices and difiotcr- 
efted behaviour on this occafion. 

Dig.a.- Extratf of the Company's General 

Letter to Bengal. 


Dated 30 Sept. 1761, 


THIS is the third revolution in Bengal* 



1. wherein the very being of the Company has 
been, and from their confluences may hill be 
at a flake. Your advancing Jaffeir Aly Cawn 
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to the Subafhip, in the room of Serajah Doufe, 
was undoubtedly a neceffary meafuie, as well for 
the good of the country in general, as the mterefl 
of the Company in particular. Your afterwards 
depofing Jaifeir Aiy Cawn, and fettling Collim 
Aly Cawh in his room, we hope alio was done 
with the fame view, upon this prefttmption and 
confidence, that no other motives whatsoever had 
any influence upon you. We mnft look on the 
meafures purfuedon this occalion as unavoidable ; 
at the fame time we cannot help obferving, that 
it is by the great regard the Company have always 
had to a faithful oblervance of their agreements; 
they have acquired, and hitherto preferved, a re¬ 
putation with the Natives of India. We could 
have Wifhed therefore the fituation of affairs would 
have admitted keeping terms with Jaffeir Aly 
Cawn, that even the ieaft handle for a pretence 
might not have been offered to prejudiced people 
to make life of, to throw any reflection upon the 
tranfa&ions, 

E» 3 * “— ExtraB of a Letter' from Mr. 
Mailings to the Governor. 

Dated Mongheer, 14 July 1 762, 

I Informed you fome time ago, that the natural 
inference, which might be drawn from the 
extract of the laft letter from the Company, was 
fo little in favour of the Nabob, or the laft revolu¬ 
tion, that I had evaded giving him a tranllacion of 
it, arid onlv told him, that the Company had ap¬ 
plauded the meafures which had been taken in his 
promotion, and recommended the ftneteft union 
auu harmony with the new Nabob, for a preven¬ 
tion of the like necefiity, and for the credit of our 
faith. Not many days after, the Nabob himfelf 
N 4. repeated 
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repeated to me the whole fubftance of that extraiffc 
with Rich heightening#, as a party fpirit would na¬ 
turally give to it, and told me, that Mr. Ellis had 
declared, that this disapprobation of the revolution 
would be followed by an order from the Company to 
overlet it, and that he expected great changes when 
the next Ihip arrived. The Nabob’s good fenfe 
made it no difficult matter for me to latisfy him 
how improbable fuch an event was; but I men • 
don this only to fhew, how every occalion js 
catched at to fupport the credit of an inveterate 
fadion ; and, I fuppofe, this will hardly be at¬ 
tributed to the Nabob’s invention, or that of the 
people about him. 

F,3 .'—Copy of a Letter from the Governor 
ami Council {Mcf. Van Sittart, M'Gwire, 
and Hay) to Mr, Haflings, 

Dated 8 July 1762. 

W E have received alerter from Mr. Ellis, 
advifing us of the Nabob’s refufal of his 
vifit, and the Prcfident at the fame time acquaint¬ 
ed us with the reafons the Nabob gave you for 
tills'Esfufai, We have received alfo another letter 
from Mr. Ellis of the twenty-fifth, advifing us, 
that Rajah Nobic Roy, upon his appointment to 
the Neabut of the Bahar Province, was forbid by 
the Nabob to pay him the ufual compliment of 
a vifit. 

The fum of the Nabob’s reafons is this, that 
having had indignities offered him by Mr. Ellis, 
and having made public complaints againft him, 
he thought'ir would be abfurd to receive a friend¬ 
ly vifit from him. We mentioned in our iaft let- 
Oer to you the reafons given by Mr. Ellis for thofe 
proceedings, of which the Nabob fo much com¬ 
plains, 
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plains, viz. his lending Seapoys to Mongheer, 
and his fcizing Coja Ahtoon, We: (hall not now 
repeat thofe realons, as it is not our intention to 
call to mind old fubjeds of difpute, but rather to 
fhew^ the Nabob through your means the necefil- 
ty of forgetting them, and endeavouring to efta- 
biifh a general good underfianding. 

We may fay, both of the Nabob and Mr. El¬ 
lis, that they have been too ready to give credit 
to reports injurious to each other, and this, it is 
ealy to fee, has been the reafon why things, in 
themfelves of little confequence, have been made 
objeds of fo violent contefts. If fads are exag¬ 
gerated by reports in the com pals of thtfe Pro¬ 
vinces, what may we not exped to be (aid of them 
in other parts of Indolian ? Certainly, nothing 
kfs than chat the difputes between the Nabob and 
the Englifli Chief at Patna, foretel a breach of the 
friendfhip between the two governments, and this 
may encourage his enemies and ours to attempts, 
which otherwiie they would not dare to medi¬ 
tate ; nay, this has always been the Nabob’s own 
argument, and a very juti ’one, although he now 
Cents to con fide r it as a private quarrel between 
him and Mr. Ellis We think it can by no means 
be regarded in this light, becaufe in its co'nle- 
qlienees it mult affed the pubiick j for if fuch a 
rooted ill-will between the Nabob and one of the 
Company’s principal fervants is (offered to prevail, 
the evil cannot but increafe, and the flame fpread 
daily ; more of the dependents of each govern¬ 
ment wii) inler.flbly adopt the notions of each par¬ 
ty, and a fucceflion of prejudiced minds will arife 
prepared to take every opportunity of fomenting 
the quarrel, and rendering it at length irrecon- 
cilegble. We defire, therefore, thac you will ufe 
your utmoft endeavour, by the arguments which 
we have now mentioned, and all others that may 

occur 
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occur to you, to difpoie the Nabob 'bridufly and 
heartily to do his part towards the tliipelling of 
all arumofities ; we have as ftrenUoully fecom- 
ihended to Mr. Ellis to do his part, ib that we 
hope a cordial and friendly intercourse may in fu¬ 
ture fubfift between them. 

But ihould this, contrary to Our hopes, be found 
impracticable, we dial 1 at lead expeiSt, that the dif- 
putes between them be lb far accommodated as to 
be concealed from the world, and that all the ufual 
ceremonies and public marks of refpedl be recipro¬ 
cally paid and received. So much is absolutely ne- 
ceflary both for the Nabob’s reputation and the 
Company ’s, and we may add, that the lafety and 
tranquillity of the Nabob’s government is more 
particularly concerned. Mr. Ellis, bypropofing 
a vific to the Nabob on his arrival at Patna, paid 
the refpedi due from his Ration to the rank of 
the Subah, and we hope the Nabob, after hav¬ 
ing this our advice explained to him, will not a- 
gain omit the compliment due from him to a 
member of’ this Boar#. 

F, 3. a .—‘Copy of a Letter from the Governor 
and Council (Meff. Van Sittart, M'Gwire* 
and Hay) to Mr . Ellis. 

Dated 8 July 176,3. 

W E have received your letters of the 23d 
and 25th inftant; the firft, advifing of 
the Nabob’s refufing your viiit-, the other, of his 
forbieldingNobur. Roy to pay you that compliment 
upon his appointment to theNeabut of the Bahar 
Province. Mr Baffin gs tranfmitted to the Pi ft- ' 
dent by the Nabob’s defire his reafons for refufing 
your vifit; of thefe we fend you a copy, and pur- 
pofely avoid entering into any debate upon them, 

as 
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as, inftead of recalling paft difputes, we are endea¬ 
vouring to flvnv the Nabob and you, the neceffity 
of having them entirely forgot, arid a general 
good harmony cftabliflied. 

lnclofcd, we fend you a copy of our inftruc- 
tiOns to Mr Haftings on this fubjedl. The reafons 
therein contained, will convince you how much the 
tranquillity of the country, and confequently the 
good of the Company is interelied in putting an 
end to thefe animofities. An intercourie between 
the Nabob and you, fo far as regards your public 
character, is abfolutely necelfary, and we fhall al¬ 
ways infill on ; but we wilh for more, and ftrenu- 
oully recommend to you, to let nothing be want¬ 
ing on your part to eftablilli a hearty friendship 
between you. 

Mr, Ellis, inftead of complying with fo fakuary 
an advice, perfiifed always in the fame violent 
fentiments, and wrote the following anfwer to the 
Board. 

Fjj.b.™ —-Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis 
io the Qmirnor and Council. 


Dated 23 July 176'i 


I HAVE been favoured with your’s of the 
8th, inclofing an extrafl of Mr, Haftings's 
letter to the Prefident, and a copy of‘your inftruc- 
tions to that gentleman, which 1 fincerely wilh 
may have the defired effect, but fear the Nabob 
has a&ed too long without controul to liften now 
to any advice however falutary. 

Though I never hope to be on a footing of 
friendihip or intimacy wkh the Nabob, yet know¬ 
ing how neceffary it was for the Company’s affairs, 
and more particularly fo for his own, to fave ap¬ 
pearances, I did not think lit. would have refufed 
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an interview, which inftcad of occafioning a 
quarrel, as he abhirdly obferves, might perhaps 
have laid the foundation of a future good under'- 
handing ; but it feems he can conftrue the occafion 
of complaints that: have arifen, either into a pub- 
Jick concern, or a private quarrel with Mr. Ellis, 
as may belbfuit his own conveniency. 

Any overtures that the Nabob may make to¬ 
wards a reconciliation I lliall readily embrace •, but 
after the manner in which I have been treated by 
him, none can come from me without being great¬ 
ly derogatory to the publick char abler, I have at 
prefenr the honour to bear. 

Rajah Nobut Roy has been permitted to pay 
me the compliment of a vifit, which I have re¬ 
turned. 

G"Copy of a Letter from Mr. .Mailings 
to the Governor. 

‘Ifft. f 1 VRifn 1 f:, 'Wr': vlt': ' rfc 

Dated Bauglepoor, 25 April, 1762. 

I Beg leave to lay before you a grievance which 
loudly calls for redrefs, and will, unlefs duly- 
attended to, render ineffectual any endeavours to 
create a firm and lading harmony between the Na¬ 
bob and the Company. I mean, the oppreffton 
committed under the fandionof the Englifh name, 
and through the want of fpirit in the Nabob’s 
fubjeds to oppofe them. This evil I am well af- 
fured is not confined to our dependents alone, but 
is pradifed all over the country by people falfely 
affuming the habits of our Seapoys, or calling 
themfelves our Gomaftahs. As on fuch occafions, 
the great power of the Englifh intimidates the 
people from making any refiftance.; lb on the other 
hand, the indolence of the Bengalees, or the dif¬ 
ficulty of gaining accels to thofe who might do them 
iuftice, prevents our having knowledge of the 

opprefliens. 
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©ppreffions, and encourages their continuance to 
the great, though unmerited fcandal of our go¬ 
vernment. 

I have been furprized to meet with fevcral 
Englifh flags flying in places which I have pafl'ed, 
and on the river 1 do not believe that I pafled a 
boat without one. By whatever title they have 
been afluvned (for I could only truft to the infor¬ 
mation of my eyes, without (topping to afkquefti- 
ons) I am lure their frequency can bode no good 
to the Nabob’s revenues, the quiet of the country, 
or the honour of our nation, but evidently tend 
to lefi’en each of them. 

A party of Sespoys who were on the march be¬ 
fore us, afforded Yufficient proofs of the rapacious 
and infolent fpiric of thole people where they arc 
left to their own difcrecion. Many complaints a- 
gainft them were made me on the road, and moft 
of the petty towns and ferais were deferted at our 
approach, and the (hops (hut up from the appre¬ 
hension of the lame treatment from us. 

You are fenfible. Sir, that it is from luch little 
irregularities, too trivial perhaps for publick com¬ 
plaint, and continually repeated, that the country 
people are habituated to entertain the moft unfa¬ 
vourable notions of our government, and by them 
the Englifli credit {offers much more, than by mat¬ 
ters which are made of greater coniequence in the 
debates between the Nabob and us. 

You have already pointed out one method by 
which the truth of the complaints againit our Go- 
tnaftahs may be enquired into and redrefietl, which 
I fhall not fail to reprelent in a proper manner to 
the Nabob. But nothing I fear will reach the 
root of thefe evils, till feme certain boundary be 
fixed between the Nabob’s authority and our pri¬ 
vileges. 


Was 
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W« I to fuppofe rnyfelf in the place of the 
Nabob, I fooulu not be at a Jofs in what manner 
to protcft my own fubje&s or fervancs from in- 
i'ultsfbut whilft the principle prevails, that no 
point (however little beneficial to ourfelves) is to 
be given up to the Nabob, and that his authority 
fttould upon every occafion be checked for the fi> 
entity of our own; I fliould hardly venture to 
propofe to any one, befides yourfeif, to re ft rain 
the power of our Gomaftahs, to the immediate 
concerns of the Company or their fervancs, to 
which we ourfelves are limited by our Firmaun 
and our treaty with the Nabob-, and where any 
perfbns affirming the Englifh name are guilty of 
ads of violence or oppreffion to any of the Na¬ 
bob’s fubjeds, and within his jurifdidion, that 
the Magiftrates take fuck rneaiures as his office 
and the matters in queftion may require^, for pre¬ 
venting them without making any uiftindion, in 
fuch cafes, betwixt our agents and the dependents 
of the government. 

As the power of executing juftice jnuft be lodg¬ 
ed fo mew here, and our fervancs if injured have 
always the means of appealing, we may be cer¬ 
tain, that the magiftrates will be very cautious how 
they give any fuch cauie for complaint as may 
endanger their difiniffion, which-foould be infix¬ 
ed on as the flighted; punifhment for any notorious 
perverfion of juftice. 

With regard to the abuie of our flag in de¬ 
frauding the government of its duties, I know 
no method fo likely to prove effectual as thofe 
which have been repeatedly recommended, and 
which it is needlcfs for me to mention. 

I fo-ah forbear faying any thing fully to the 
Nabob concerning the complaints againft our 
people, till I am favoured with your further 
opinion on this iubjedt, that I may know from 

thence 
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thence how far I am to proceed towards fettling 
this point with the Nabob, and preventing all 
future difficulties that may arife from the prefcnt 
uncertain and perplexed lituation of affairs be¬ 
tween us. 

— 'Extract of a Letter from the. Go* 
vernor to Mr, Hayings. 

Dated % May 1762, 


s 


I N C E I wrote you laft I have been favour¬ 
ed with ypiir’s of the 1 3 th of April from 
Dewanferai, 23d from Shall abaci, and 23 th from 
Baugkpoor. The obfervations contained in >,:h(* 
laft concerning the unjuft authority excrdfed all 
over the country in the Englifh name defervcs 
Immediate attention. Indeed, I have always thought: 
it a great grievance, injurious to- the Nabob in his 
revenues and government, and to ns in our reptm 
tation. You know too that: I have done all in my 
power to remedy it I have frequently requefted 
of the Nabob, to make the Darogas of the Cho¬ 
keys do their duty more carefully, and oblige every 
boat to produce my Dultuck, or that of the Chief 
pf one of our fa Tones •, and where no Duftuck 
appears, to flop them till they pay the cuftoms. 

The Nabob wrote me that the Darogas of his 
Chokeys were afraid to ftop a boat with Englifh 
colours, and that the Peons in the boats would not 
flop*, whereupon I lent him according to his re- 
quefl thirty Duflucks or Orders under my hand 
and leak importing that all boats ihould be ftopt, 
and either produce their Duflucks, or pay the du- 

Very likely the Darogas of the Chokeys are 
unfit for their office. They fhould be men capa¬ 
ble of diflinguifhing a real Duftuck from a coun¬ 
terfeit, 
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terfeit, and of judging by the date Whether it has 
been already returned and fallacioufty made, tile 
of a iecond time} to prevent which, an endorfe- 
ment fhoukl be made at every Chokey upon every 
Duftuck that pafles; and where a boat carries Eng- 
lifh colours without, having a Dultuck, it fhould 
be llopt, and the property particularly enquired 
into j and if it is found to belong to a fubjedt of 
the Nabob, I think he would do right toconfifqate 
the whole •, if to a l'ubjed of our’s, the Daroga 
fhould fend it back with a guard to the firft Engliih 
fadtory, with a letter to the Chief, defiring, that 
the flag might be taken away, and the Proprietors, 
Peon, or Mangee, who was guilty of the abide, 
punifhed. 

I really can think of no other precautions for 
putting a ftop to this evil, unlefs it be to place 
Chokeys of my own at convenient diftances, with 
'writers furnifhed with the above-mentioned in- 
ftrudions for examining the Duflucks, &c. and 
which, if the Nabob thinks it will be ufeful, I am 
ready to do at fuch places as he fhali point out. 

The number of the boats fhould likewife be 
compared with the Dultuck, and the quantity of 
goods in each boat examined with as much exadi- 
rude as the nature of them will admit and where 
it is found to exceed the quantity mentioned in the 
Dultuck, the overplus fhould be confifcated. 

The extravagant power fet up by our Go- 
maftahs, in many parts of the country, is an a- 
bufe equally demanding redrefs; and it would be 
but juft and fair to defire the Nabob to order his 
Fougedars and other officers to take cognizance of 
thole irregularities, and prevent by force (if ne- 
ceffary) their interfering in any affair of the go¬ 
vernment. Could tbefe Fougedars and other of¬ 
ficers be depended on, and we be affured they 
would not make ufe of that force to take away 

the 
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the Weavers, and otherwife impede the Compa¬ 
ny’s bufioefs •, I fhould immediately advifc and 
corifent to thismeaflirc, which indeed is the na¬ 
tural, and I fear the only effeftual remedy, and is 
what the Nabob has an undoubted right to do.. 
I will try what effect a frefh and ftridt order to 
all our Gomaftahs and fubo.dinates may have, 
towasds preventing their interfering in the affairs 
of the country j and let the Nabob order his offi¬ 
cers to be full and particular in representing to me 
any circumftances of their mifbehaviour, directing 
them at the fame time not to fuffer the Gomaftahs 
or their Peons, to feizc or judge between any in¬ 
habitants of the country excepting the Company’s 
Weavers, nor to take any offices in the country, 
as Iza radars, Wadadars, 8cc. Thefe I hope may 
be fome Hep's towards redrefling this grievance; 
and let the Nabob’s officers on their part be cau¬ 
tioned not to opprels the Company’s Weavers, or 
in any manner interrupt their bufinefs. 

I will order a lift to be given in of all the Com ¬ 
pany’s Gomaftahs, with the places of their refi- 
dence from Calcutta, and all the fubordinates. 
Thefe may be permitted to have fuch a flag at the 
place of their refidence, but all other Englifh Go¬ 
maftahs fhall be forbid to fet up flags in any part 
of the country. 

An order is already made and pub! if bed, for¬ 
bidding any Europeans from going up the country 
without firffc applying for leave to the Prefident 
and Council, and giving fecurity for their good 
behaviour, and that they will not meddle in the 
affairs of the country. At the fame time we have 
directed 1 fts to be given of all that are at prefect 
in the country by the gentlemen who employ 
them, -and the fame order we have fent to all the 
fubordinates, and ail who .cannot produce fecurity 
for their good behaviour fliall be called away. 

Q Thefe 
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Thefc regulations I had an opportunity of for¬ 
warding, upon a complaint made agaiuft one 
Mr, I vie at Raugegunge, ,who is ordered down 
to Calcutta for pretending to decide caufcs between 
the inhabitants. 

Read all this letter to the Nabob, and aifure 
him, I will do what more may be neeefiky to give 
him full authority over his government. 

1,3 Extract of a Letter from Mr. Hay¬ 
ings to the Governor. 

Sarleram, 18 May 1 76a. 

IT Explained to the Nabob what you wrote to 
J[ me concerning the abule of the Englifh name 
and authority., and the expedients propoled for their 
removal, which I extracted from your letter, and 
gave him written under the following heads. 

I. That ftrict orders be given to all the. Drogaa 
of the Chokeys, to require every Englilh boat 
that pafies to produce a Duftuck under t he leal of 
the government, or any Chief of the fubevdinate 
fadtories ; and in cafe of a refuiat, that they 
compel the boat by force to bring to, 

II. That every boat with Englilh colours, and 
not having a Duftuck be ftopt j and-if the goods 
be Englifh property, that notice be given to the 
Chief of the nearefi: factory, that it may be in¬ 
quired into *, but if it be the property of a fub- 
jeCt of the Sircar, that the Nabob take what no¬ 
tice of it he may think proper. 

III. That ftrict orders be giyen to the officers 
and Fougedars of the Sircar, if any Englifh Go- 
maftah commit any act of opprdlion, or interfere 
in the affairs of the government, to forbid them j 
and if they refufe to hear reafon, to ufb force to 
make them defift. 


IV. 
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\V. Tim orders h.av< .been feet from 
the Pr&fidenqy, that none, of the Gomaftahs or 
fervants of the factories intermeddle with the af¬ 
fairs of the government; and that the officers of 
fifje Sircar be iikr.vife ftriffly enjoined not to oh 
ftijuct the Company’s bufinf'B, or opprefs thbpeq- 
ple : , employed in it. 

V. That no grants of W&dadarees, Farms, 
or other offices of the government be allowed to 
the Company’s Gomaftahs. 

VI. That the Company’s Gomaftahs {ball be 
allowed art Englifh flag at the place of their reft- 
denee, b.m no private Gomaftahs (hall have an 
Engi.uk dag, or affiamc any diftinftjon from the 
Engliftr name.. 

VII. T hat by an order fiom the Prelidency* 
nt> European (hall be employed in the country 
without a permiffion from the Board, and giving; 
jfi?cwity that he will not interfere in any affairs o ; 
the government 

Upon the two firft heads the Nabob remarked, 
that it was to no purpofc for him to give fuch 
orders to his officers though backed with your 
Daffiucks, ffnee both have proved. ineffeftual to 
reftrain the prefomption of oar people, who fel- 
dom chufe to produce their Duftucks ; and if 
the officer a£fc> as his duty requires him, * com¬ 
plaint is in ft an tly lent to the next faftory of the 
infolence of the Chokeys, the indignity offered 
to our flag, and the infringement of our Duftucks. 
Seapoys are difpatched to feize the offender, and 
others dreading the like treatment let pafs all boats 
and amongft, them many that 


‘ndilcriminately, 
have no Duftucks. 

In the gd article I have deviated a little from 
your inftru&ions, as 1 believe you will be convinc¬ 
ed that the Gomaftahs are not to be kept in awe 
by threats alone $, but fome coervice power rnufl 
O 2 be 




them. I mak<? 
government 
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be allowed the Magiftrates, without which, the 
Gbmafvths knowing the difficulty of finding out 
the truth of facls fo remote from our enquiries, 
will be -continual!intermeddling in rnatcete'.which 
do not concern them, having no one to oppofe 
no doubt hut the officers of'the 
be ' tempted, as they have many 
times done, to abufe their authority •, but the 
Company's bufineis and the Englifh name will 
fufter lefs by a few kififandei.of this kind, than by 
the unlimited-- power fo often a/Turned by our A- 
gents. An example made of the firii attempts 
of the Magiilrates to bpprefc our people will inti- 
rnidate others j but to have every little grievance 
on either fide referred o the Nabob, or yourfelf, 
will be a fource o perpetual difagreement, and 
the enquiries will be found fo perplexed, that I 
doubt if any redreft will be obtained on either (idc- 

Notwithstanding- this alteration, the propdfal is 
not fatisfaftory to the Nabob, fo long as a power is 
lodged in the gentlemen of oUr factories on every 
complaint of the Gomaftahs, to fend out parties 
of Seapoys againft iiich as they pretend have, mil- 
behaved to them. This evil therefore is -firft to 
be redrefled. 

To the 5th, the Nabob gives his entire affent; 
and defines, that the Gomaiiahs and ail others un¬ 
der our protection be forbid to take or fo’icit offices 
under the government, which he has found vety 
detrimental to the peace of the country. 

The 6th, 1 hope expreiie? your intentions, as 
the private Gomaffahs have no need of the pro¬ 
tection of the Engiifh name to carry on their bu- 
finefs at the Aurungs, nor can claim any privilege 
above other traders, bdides that of bringing away 
their goods when provided with the Company’s 
Duftuck. 
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To thefe the Nabob defired another article might 
be added, though implicitly included in the fore¬ 
going, viz. That the Gomaltahs inall not iorce 
their goods on his .objects againft their will, or at 
their own prices', nor compel the workmen to pro¬ 
vide goods for them at unreafonable rates, but chat 
every man be left at his own option to buy or fell 

as he finds his advantage in either. 

As the Nabob has no objections to any of the 
means, which you have fo often proposed,. for pre - 
venting the difpdtes between his people and the 
Company’s, but only to the want of a proper au¬ 
thority, to enforce the execution of them, he de- 
fires, that whatever regulations you may judge ne- 
ceflary for the above end, may be drawn up in 
form, and fenr. him with the leal of the Company, 
arid if your name added to it be not fuff cient to 
prevent future cavil;, that it be figned like wile by 
the reft of the Council. Such s- warrant will limit, 
beyond the poffibility of. a difpute, .the extent of 
out privileges and his authority, and poinr out 
the means by which lie may preferve his govern¬ 
ment entire, without incurring the imputation, of 
trampling on the rights of the Company. 

K,J.- ■‘ExtraB of a Letter :jrom the Go¬ 

vernor to Mr, Haftings. 1 

. Dated 27 June 1762. 

I T is a natural right, which the Nabob has in 
common with all other governments, to pre¬ 
vent by force, if fair means fail, any injury being 
done to his fubie£ts by any other perfon. It would 
be almoif abfurd to give a confent to this by any 
public a 61 ; and perhaps not quits proper, for fear 
of encouraging too much the government’s people 
to exercife this right fometimes perhaps in an un- 

0 1 . juft 





Y OU wriw; me, dat there rnuft be n 
■/oils pin about me, who, by their il 


want to ftir up enmity between me and the English 
gentlemen, that I iliould iearth out thofe promo*- 
ters of diifention, and bring them to due pundit- 
tnent:. ' ■" ' 


Sir, from the rime that I entered into an-agree*? 


ment with you, and inarched our. of the Bengal. 
Province to ihefe parts., 1.never infringed the trea¬ 
ty by obftrufting a ftngle pesfon, gentleman, or 
Seapoy, or boat, or commodity Of youths, nor 
have I lent £ tingle Peon for the cuftotruify com- 
ini (Ron '' from the diilridts which 1 granted to the 
Company., but have entirely left off concerning 
myffif about thofe diftrifis, and have not once 
wrote to you on any affair relative to them. Since 
then nothing has been done on my part, which 
might diflurb the fricndfhip arid treaty fubfifting 
between us, iiow can there be any room about rny 
period for diffenrions and mifehievous. men 1 ‘ Arid 
this is the way your gentlemen behave; they make 
a djfturbance all over my country, plunder the 
people, injure and difgrace my Servants with a re- 
folution to- expofe my government to contempt, 
and from the borders of Indoftan to Calcutta 
make it their bofihefs to expofe me to fcorn. In 
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ftabiifhed ten or twenty new Faffories, and retting 
up the colours, and {hewing the Duftucks of the 
Company, they trfc their utmoft endeavours to op- 
pofe the ryots^ merchants, and other people of the 
country. The Dttflucks for Searching the boats, 
which you formerly 'favoured me with, and which 
I lent to every Chokey, the Engli shmen by no 
means regird, but, bring lhame and difgrace up¬ 
on my people* holding themfelves in resditrefs to 
beat and abufe them. Having eftabliihed rhefe 
new Factories, they carry on fitch bufinefs as the 
Company never heard of, and every Bengal Go- 
maftsh makes adifturbance at every Fa&ory, and 
thinks hitnielf not inferior to the Company. In 
every Pergunnah, every village, and every Fac¬ 
tory," they buy and fell fait, betel-nut, ghee, rice, 
ftraw, bamboos, filh, gunnies, gurger, fugar, to¬ 
bacco, opium, and many other things more than 
I can write, and which I think it needlefsto men¬ 
tion. They forcibly take away the goods, and 
commodities of the ryots, merchants, &c. for a 
fourth part of their value, and by ways of vio¬ 
lence and opprdfion they oblige the ryots, &c. to 
.give five rupees for goods which are worth but one 
rupee', and for the fake of five rupees they bind 
and difgrace an Afatna, who pays me an hundred 
rupees Malguzaree, and,they allow not any au¬ 
thority to my lervants. Near four or five hun¬ 
dred new Factories have been eftabiifiied in my 
dominions, and it is impoffible to exprefs what 
difturbances are made in every Factory, and how 
the inhabitants are oppreded. The officers of 
every difirict have defifled from the exercife of 
their .fuodfions, fo that by means of theffe op 
prefSons, and my being deprived of my duties, I 
fuffer a yearly lofs of near twenty-five lacks of ru¬ 
pees. In this cafe, how can I keep clear of debts ? 
How can I provide for the payment of my tribute 
O 4 to 
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co the King, and for the expends of my army and 
my hoiifhold ? In the Pergunnab of Dinagepuor, of 
which I have appointed and fent Ramnaur Bahdree 
collector, befides the old Faftory twenty new ones 
have been eftabliihed in one * Gunge. 1 have 
fent for your information a lift fpecifyingthe num¬ 
ber of the Factories, and the names of the Goma- 
itabs, which I received from , the faid collector, 
and every one of thefe Gorriaftahs has fuch power 
that he imprifbns the coiledtor, and deprives him 
of ail authority whenever he pleafes. Therefore 
I defire you will i'peedily put a flop to this me¬ 
thod of buying and felling ftraw, bamboos, See. 
which the Company never pra&iied. .As I never 
interfere in any of the dill rifts which I gave up 
to the Company, it is proper that in like manner 
you, and the Chiefs, and other Englifhmen, fhould 
not interfere in any of the diftridts, which by your 
favour belong to me. By the grace of God, I 
neither have tranigreffed, nor do, nor will trank 
grefs the treaty and agreement which 1 have made; 
why then do the Chiefs and other Englifhmen 
render my government contemptible, and employ 
themfelyes in bringing a lofs upon me? Be kind 
enough to take thefe matters into confideration 
without delay, for they expofe my government to 
fcotn, and are of the greaieft detriment to me. 

L,3.a . 1 —— Hr (inflation of a Letter from the 
Nabob to the Governor. 

Received in April (762, 

Y OU write me, that “ as the Provinces are free 
“ from difturbance all men have engaged 
” in trade, that this is a means of benefiting the 

ryots, 

* A large Markel. 
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« ryots, and rendering the country populous ; that 
<■< I fhould folly, inform you of the names of all 
«« fuch as lay afide their trade, and give interrup t 
** tion to my bufinefs, together with the particu- 
* lars of their proceedings, and that you will pu- 
nilh them according r.o their deferrs.” 

It is true, that by the nourishing of trade, and 
the free intercourfe of merchants a country is ren¬ 
dered populous *, but the Gomaltahs who have 
gone into the country, on the part of your gen¬ 
tlemen, regardlefs of what any one fays to them, 
infolently ufe violent means to carry oh their traf- 
fjck ; and wherever Gunge or Golah has been 
cftabMied they aft as Zemindars, Taalucdars, 
and Renters, and leave my officers no authority ; 
and befides this, they fend other people's goods 
with their own, under the protection of their Du- 
ituck. As you have defired me to write you the 
particulars of the oppreffions of your Gomafhihs, 
after the arrival of Mr. Haflings, I will fend you 
a circumftandal account of them. 

L, 3 -b.— Tranjlation of a Letter from Syed Re¬ 
jab Aly, Zemindar ofB urbezzo Pcrgunnah. 

Received about the Middle of the Year 1762. 

F ROM the beginning, the Company’s Fac¬ 
tory has been in Beelcoochy, and a cloth 
bufinefs has been carried on there, and 1 do not 
negleft doing to the utmoft of my power whate- 
ever the Gomaitahs of the Factory delire, nor was 
any oppreffion practiied. Whoever traded in 
copper, toothenague, or cotton, which was fent 
to the Faftory by the Company, traded freely and 
at the market price. Now from Calcutta, Dacca, 
Cheelmary, and Rungamatty, numbers of Eng- 
liihmen and merchants, and the people of Monf, 

Chevalier, 



mi o R I G i N A t, £ A p £RS 

Chevalier, &c. bring into the Pergutma, copper, 
toothchague, cotton, tihkSl, felt, betel-nut, to¬ 
bacco, rice, miggadroties, Seringa boats, lack, 
fHcklack, damma, dried fifli, &c. and all chcie 
people, affuming the name of the Company, force 
the ryots, who never dealt in fuch commodities, 
to purchafe them at an exorbitant price, Befides 
this, they violent!'/ exad large Jams for prefenis 
and for their Peons expehcesv and take at a lot? 
rate whatever oil, &c. they buy. By means of 
thefe oppreffions, the merchants, pi cars-, ryots, 
&c. of the Perguhnab have taken to flight, and 
the Hams, Gauts, Gtinges, and. Golalis are en¬ 
tirely ruined. Moreover, they prevent the ryots 
from carrying on their bufinefs, they rot and plun¬ 
der them wherever they meet them on the road, and. 
giving colours and certificates to the merchants of 
other Pergunnahs, who formerly paid duties, they 
will not fuffer any to be taken from them, and 
the Zemindar’s people reverencing the name of 
the Company cannot obftruft them. Through 
thefe oppreffions the revenues of the government 
have been abfolutely ruined, and the Company’s 
bufineft obftrufted Being without redrds, t fend 
you*a Vackeel, with a reprefentation of the Rate 
of the Pergunna, he will inform you oF all parti¬ 
culars. I hope, that, regarding my diftreffed con¬ 
dition, you will fend a Seapoy With a Duftuck to 
take my country under his proteflioh, and will 
order the Gomaftahs of Bceicoochy Fa&ory* tb 
put a ftop to the power of inch as trade by force 
and oppreffion, to make every one refund what 
profits he has exaded by violence, to put oppref¬ 
fion and injustice to flight, and to have the Com¬ 
pany’s bufinefs carried on as formerly. 1 have ac¬ 
quainted the Vackeel with the particulars, and he 
will inform you of them. 
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L, 3-c .—TranJIation of a Letter from Dook- 

bram to the Nabob. 

trade of the fait and bmtywood in the 
X Chucla of Sillet, has for a long while been 
granted to me, in tonfideration of which I pay a 
yearly rent of forty thoufand caouns Of cowries j 

but no w Mr.and ChundermuO, and Coja 

Bercab EngHlh Gomaftahs,haviag brought a large 
quantity of fait into the aforefaid Chucla, oblige 
Bty Gom iflahs by force and oppreffion to purchafe 
it at an exorbitant price % and having by violent 
means aken the buttywood trade into their own 
hands, they have put a ftop to my bufinds, where¬ 
by I futfer a very great lofs i yet the Fougedar has 
oppre lively exaded from me the ufual retitsj plun- 
derin ' tny houfe, and forcing me from my home, 
and my Gomaftahs, by reafon of the oppr effions of 
the Engli/h Gomaftahs, and the rigor and violence 
with which the Malguzaree is exacted, have taken 
to flight. I therefore hope, you will do me the 
favour to order a Perwana to be wrote to the Fou- 
gedar, either to put a ftop to the power of the 
Engljih Gomaftahs, or elfe not to demand the 
rents from me. 

M, 3. ——- Copy of a Letter from Sergeant 
Brcgo to the Governor. 

Dated Backergunge, 25 May 1762. 


rp HE fituarion of affairs at this place obliges 
X me to apply to your honour, for inftruo 
tions for my farther proceedings. 

My inftruftions which I brought here were, that 
in cafe any Europeans or their fervants committed 
any difortlers they w r ere to be fent ro Calcutta, 
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notwithftanding any pretence they lhall make for 
fo doing, 

Norwithftanding the rigour of thefe orders, I 
have ever made it my bufinefs (when any thing 
trifling happened) to endeavour by gentle means 
to perfuade the gentlemens Gomaftahs here to 
aft in a peaceable manner, which although re¬ 
peated feveral times nas had no effeft, but on the 
contrary, has occafioned their writing complaints 
of me to their respective matters, that I obftruft 
them in their bufinefs and ill tiffed them, and in 
return I have received menacing lettei 1 from fe~ 
N vend gentlemen, threatening, if I interfere with 
their fervants, to ufe fuch meafures as Lmay re¬ 
pent •, nor have the gentlemen only done this, their 
very Gomaftahs have made it publick here, that in 
caie l ftop them in any proceeding, they will ufe 
the fame methods, for the truth of which I have 
good proofs. 

Now, Sir, I am to inform you, what I (have 
obftmfted them in ; this place was of great 1 rade 
formerly, but now brought to nothing by the fol¬ 
lowing praftir.es. 

A gentleman lends a Gomaftah here to buy or 
fell j* he immediately looks on himfeif as fuflicient 
to force every inhabitant either to buy his goods, 
or fell him their’s; and on retuful in cafe of non¬ 
capacity) a flogging or confinement immediately 
enfues. This is not fufHcient even when willing; 
but a fecond force is made ufe of, which is to en- 
grofs the different branches of tirade to tnemfelves, 
and not to fuffer any perfons to buy or fell, the ar¬ 
ticles they trade in, and if the country people do 
it, then a repetition of their authority is put in 
praftice ; and again, what things they purchafe, 
they think the Jeait they can do is to take them 
tor a confidcrable deal lefs than another tneip 
shant, aqd oftentimes relufe paying that, and 

my 
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my interfering occalions an immediate com¬ 
plaint. 

Thefe and many other opprefiions more than 
can be related., which are daily ufed by the Bengal 
Gomatlahs, is the reafon that this place is grow¬ 
ing deftitute of inhabitants. Every day num¬ 
bers leave the town to feck a refidence more fafe, 
and the very markets, which before afforded plenty, 
do hardly now produce a thing of nf-, their Peons 
being allowed to force poor people; and if the 
Jemtnadar offers to'preventit, he is threatened to 
be ufed in the fame manner. 

Before, juftice was given in the publick, but 
now every Gotnaftah is become a judge, and 
every one’s houfe a Cutcherry j they even pals 
fentcncea on the J< midars themfelves, add draw 
money from them for pretended injuries, fuc't as 
a quarrel with fotne of their Peons, or their hav¬ 
ing, as they after t, hole fomething, which is more 
likely to have been taken by their own people» but 
allowing they were robbed, I believe no Go- 
maft ah’s authority extends fo far as co take his own 
fatisfaftion on the government. 

Having thus far acquaiuted your Honour with 
the behaviour of the Gomaftahs here, I am to 
requeic your Honour’s i rite reft, that in cafe Ism 
to put your orders in execution, 1 may be bore 
harmlefs therein and 1 beg leave to conclude, 
being with all rdpefts, See. 

M,3.a.*— — e Tranflatkn of a Letter from Ma¬ 
homed A»y to the Governor. 

Received the beginning of Oft. 1762. 

H IS Excellency, the Nabob, was pleafed to 
appoint me Colieftor of the Pergunnahs 
in the province of Dacca i bur. fcveral people of 

that 
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that place haws ingratiated themfelvM in the fa," 
vour of the gentlemen of Luckypoor and Dacca 
fa&ories, and greatly detri.mented. the affairs. To 
this purport his Excellency, has wrote you., and it- 
refted me to acquaint you with every thing rela¬ 
ting, to the gentlemen of die faflory. Therefore 
I now Jay the whole before you, and fond by 
Mirza Myfodeen aPerwanah from his Excellency 
which, he will prefeat to you. In the firft place, 
a number of merchants have made friends with 
the people of the factory, hoift Englifb colours on 
their boats, and carry away their goods under 
pretence of #«ir being Englifb. property, by which 
means the Shawbunders and other cuff .-ms are 
greatly detrimented. Secondly, The (somafhbs 
of Luckypoor and Dacca factories oblige the 
merchants, &c. to take Tobacco, Cotton, Iren, 
and fun dry other things, at a price exceeding that 
of the Bazar, and then extort the money from 
them by force i befides which, they.take diet-mo¬ 
ney for the Peons, and make them pay a fine for 
breaking their agreement. By thefe .proceedings 
the Aitrungs and other places are ruined. Third¬ 
ly,.. The, Gomaftahs. of Luckypoor -factory have 
taken the Taalucciar’s Taalucs from the Takfeel- 
dar by force for their own life, and will not pa y the 
rent. At the inftigation of feme people they, on 
a matter of complaint, fend Horfe and Seapoya 
with a Duftuck into the country, and there create 
difturbance. They ftation Chokeys at different 
places, and whatever they find in poor people's 
houfes, they caufe to be fold and take the money. 
By thefe diffcurbances the country is ruined, and 
the Ryots cannot flay in their houfes nor pay the 
Malguzaree. In many places Mr. Chevalier has 
by force efiablil'Ived new markets and built new 
houfes, and has made falfe Seapoys on. his own 
part, who feize whom, they want and fine them. 

By 






I-:' T ; ■ ■:" ’ ! ■ ’■': ■ ijf ij>? 

Rektimto ik Stifiurhmes m B**e41.. 20? 

’ By his forcible proceedings many Hants, Gau,ts, 
and l^ergunn-iSjarc ruined, and the Nbilgozary of 
the government (uffera greafiy; I theretore hope 
you wftU f$ad> foi ?h« i'ecurh.;’ or the Ryots, two 
■ Europeans or Seapoya with. a DuCtuck, wifioh.may 
put an end to thefe proceedings, and tead, to the 
benefit of the inhabitants, Rfeafc to fend let¬ 
ters to the Chiefs ol Dacca a. d Lugkypoor, to 
write to their Go.roaftahs ?r» the diftri^s not to 
oblige the merchants to take Tobacco, Cotton, 
&c.' and not h« any refpeft to rfetrirr ent the Au* 
rungG a and then the Sircar will get the revenues. 
Other matters Mirza Myfudeen will relate to you; 
you will pfeale to confiller them, and then thcaf- 
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fairs of the government wilt profper. 


if a Letter front Mr. Ellis 
to. the Governor and Council. 


Dated j O&, vjbz , 

/" #,A O prevent any blame, being hereafter thrown 
J[ on os for the deficiency of our iavefloneno, 
we are now to inform you, that at Ifbanabad, the 
principal cloth Aurung, our Gomaftabs, Diblls, 
ik'c- have been peremptorily ordered to delitt from 
purchafing, and quit the place. Upon their non- 
compliance, they have been, threatened and abided 
in the rooft vile and grots terms, and the walher- 
mep employed in whitening our cloths have been 
. actually beat, and Teoas, put on them to prevent 
their going on m their hufinefs. 

Rajah Nobit Roy (to whom our Chief has 
twice complained of thole proceedings) declares, 
that the perfon who thus iniults us, and impedes 
the Company’s bufinefs, is independent of him, fo 
that it would feem lie is fent by the Nabob mere¬ 
ly for this purpole. 

If 
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If’ fnch infolersce is iuffercd to pafs ’Jntnoticed 3 
we can have no hopes of completing our in* 
Veftment j for who will ferve us, whilfb they there* 
by fubjeft themfelves to fuch fevere and ignomi ¬ 
nious treatment from the .couni ry government* 
For the carrying on the Company’s bufrnels, it 
is evident, we muft be obliged to repel force by 
force, arid fhall do fo, unleis we receive your 
Honour's, &c. orders to the contrary. 

—— Copy of the Reflations of the 
Board , Mef Van Sittart, Amy att, M’Gwire, 
Hay, and Watts, m the joft going Letter, 

tS Odt. sy6ii 

A GREED, we write immediately the fol¬ 
lowing $;tfwer j that we inclofe a letter 
from the Prdident to the Nabob on the fubjedfc 
of their complaints, and hope it will be effectual 
in removing all interruptions in the Company’s 
bufinefs; but at all events, as we have it fuffickntr- 
ly in our power to procure fatisfaftion for any 
injury that may be done the intereft of our env 
ployers, they are on no account to make ufe of 
force without our exprefs directions ; that they do 
not mention irf their letter that they made any 
application to the Nabob to put a (top to the 
difficulties they reprefent, and which certainly 
they ought to have done when they were inform¬ 
ed, that the perfon they complained of was inde¬ 
pendent of the Naib of Patna. At leaffc it fhovild 
have occurred to them, that luch application was 
necefiary before they fhotild propofe to make ufe 
of force. 


M, 3 .d — Exit aft 
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M,3.d.r- Batraft of a Letter from the Gen¬ 

tlemen at Luckypoor to the Governor and 
Council. 

Dated «4 0£L 1763. 

W E mutt beg leave to obferve to you, that 
within thci'e few days every boat which 
we have fefu; out of the'river, lias been ftopt at 
the different Ckokeys notwithstanding they have 
the Chief’s Duftack'; bur Gomaftahs and people 
confined and ufed ill, and a very exorbitant duty 
demanded, and our ftrvants in general greatly in- 
fuited all over the country. Upon our fending 
to lome of rhefe places to enquire the reafon of 
this extraordinary behaviour, anfwer was given, 
that they had orders from the Nabob to flop 
and demand duties from every Englilh boat that 
palfed, and on no account to let them go free, 
as the Englifh Dufluck was now of no confe- 
quence in. the country ; and for this ptirpofe the 
force at every Chokey is augmented. This has 
occafioned an entire flop page to our trade, great¬ 
ly to the detriment of our private fortunes, as we 
have now large quantities of goods detained at 
the different Chokeys, which we cannot get' re- 
leafed, unlefs we fubmit to pay die extravagant 
cultom they require ■, and were we to do that, our 
boats are liable to be flopt at the very next Cho¬ 
key, and the fame duty again demanded. Of theft 
circumilanees we think it ncceffary to inform you, 
and hope fpeedy nleafures will be taken to procure 
us redreis. We arc under daily apprehensions, 
that a cuftom will be demanded on our cloth pur- 
chafes, which muff be of great prejudice to our 
honourable employers. 


P 


M,3 e.— llv.trcui 



M } $+t t -~~~~*Extra 5 t of a Letter Jrom the Chief 
and Council at Chittagong to the Governor 
and Council . 


Dated *4 Q&. *762. 

W EI# night received a letter from the gen- 
tkoieb of Dacca, advifing us, that the 
extraordinary inference of the natives in every 
part of their diftridb, has given them the greateft 
reafon to apprehend troubles in the country, and 
that the natives feem to confirm thefe furmifea 
by their own declarations: that their trade is al¬ 
to oft put an entire Hop to, their flag ufed with 
contempt, and’ their privileges ridiculed ; that this 
being their prefent fituatimv, they requelt we will 
kt them have another company of Seapoya for 
the protection of our honourable matters proper¬ 
ty at their faffcory ; that: the company appointed 
there are very fickly, and many men unfit for ac¬ 
tual fervice; that ehefooner we fend them this de ¬ 
tachment the better, as alio fome ammunition 5 
diat the company fhall again be returned, when 
their affairs are put upon a better footing. In 
conference of thefe advices we have ordered a 
company of Seapoys with fome-ammunition to 
proceed to Dacca with all expedition, which we 
hope will meet with your approbation. At the 
fame time we alfo received a letter from the gen¬ 
tlemen a,; Luckypoor, requefting a fupply of am¬ 
munition, which we have ordered to lie lent. 

We mutt obferve to you, that within thefe few 
days paft we have received advice from our Go- 
rnaftahs in different parts of the country, that 
out bufinefs is entirely put a ftop to by the Na- 
bob s people, arid our boats not fullered to pals 
the Chokeys, the Zemindars demanding very 

confiderable 
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tonfiderable duties to be firft paid them j declar¬ 
ing, they have orders from Coffim Aly Cawn fo 
to do; and unlefs wc ule force to prevent it, they 
will fee his directions ftridly complied with. Se ¬ 
veral of our boats ate now lying confined at dif-* 
fcrent Che keys. 

of a Letter from the Chief 
and Council at Dacca to the Governor and 
Councils 

Dated 8 Oil 1762. 

W E think k Our duty to inform you, that 
the outrages committed in theft parts by 
the government’s people, for this month paft, have 
arrived to fuch a height, as to put almolt a total 
flop to our bufinefs. At every Chokey our boats 
are ftopt, the people infulted, and the flag ufed 
with the utmoft: and fnoft grofs contempt. Our 
advices from Sillet give us the fame intelligence, 
further adding, that Muchukas have been taken 
from many inhabitants, prohibiting them on no 
account to have any connexions with the Engliflx. 
As.this fpirit of iniblence iacreafes to a very fur- 
prifing degree, and we have daily the mortificati¬ 
on to heat of repeated infuksand violences offer¬ 
ed to our privileges, we are under an apprehen- 
fion, that the Company's bufinefs will in a few 
days (hare the fame fate as all private Las. To 
prevent and remedy theft evils, we muft depend 
upon the meafures you may cake in confequence of 
this information. 

As appearances are fo very unpromifing, we 
have wrote to the gentlemen of Chittagong for a 
reinforcement of a company of Seapoys, which 
(hall be again return'd them when affairs begin 
to clear up, 

P a Mfj.g .—ExtrcdJ 
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M»3,g— ExtraB from a Coftfultatibi? of the 
eighteenth of October, {P'refent Mfl V an Sit- 
tart, Amyatt, M'Gwire, Hay and Watts.) 

A Greed, we write to Dacca, in anfwer to their 
letter of the eighth inftant, that we muft 
needs fay from the information of the above let¬ 
ters *, there is occafion to fear their Gomaftaha 
and agents have made ufe of very unwarrantable 
practices in their trade, and perhaps the feveral 
difputes and interruptions they complain of have 
been owing to that caufe -, hut as we are always 
able and willing, when the neccffity of circum- 
ftances may require, to procure them red refs for 
any injuries they may fufifer in their trade or other- 
wife, we-direct, that they forbear making ufe of 
force without our pei miffion and orders, and there¬ 
fore defire they will return to Chittagong immedi¬ 
ately thecompany of Seapoys which they have wrote 
for from thence ; and if any complaints of in¬ 
terruptions in /their bufinefs are hereafter blade by 
their Gorriaftahs, let Mr. Cartier fend a per (on to 
enquire into the truth of the affair, with a letter 
to the proper officer of the government to defire 
he will put a flop to fuels obtlruclions ; that in- 
clofed are letters from the Prcfident to Jeflarut 
Cawn the Naib, and Mahomed Aly the colledor 
of the revenues, which we hope, will prevent any 
farther diforders, at leaf! until the Prcfident can 
make the neceflary'regulations in concert with the 
Nabob: that the abovementioned copies of letters 
we have forwarded to them for their information, 
and reply in cafe there fhould be any faffcs in them 
mifreprelented; and we defire they will fend on 

their 

* Mahomed Aly’s letter, (vide page 205.) and feme 3. 
ther letters'to the fame purport. 
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their parts a particular ftate of their complaints to 
the Prefident, who will take the proper measures 
to obtain them fatisfaftion and indemnification for 
all lofies and damages-, that they mult hkewife 
take etfedual cate that none of their Gomaftahs or 
agents do in future ule any kind of force or au¬ 
thority in carrying on their trade, 1# the difputes 
occalioned by iuch practices {liquid in the end at- 
fedl the. Company’s bufinels; neither mult their 
Gomaftahs be allowed to fet the,m(elves up as ma- 
giftrates in the country, in hearing difputes be¬ 
tween the inhabitants, impoling fines, &c. 

Agreed, we likewife add to the,Luckypoor let¬ 
ter the feveral inftrudions contained in tne above 
letter to Dacca, to regulate themfelves by, in cafe 
any difputes (hould happen with them, 

IVLy.h .---—Extract of a Confultation of the 
Jlrfl of November 1762. ( Prefent Mef, 

Amyatt, MG wire, Hay, ami Watts.) 

\ Greed, to write an anfwer to Luckypoor, re- 
J“\ ferring them to our letter of the eighteenth 
of Odober, for directions how to regulate them- 
fdves with regard to the obftrudions they com¬ 
plain of, till iuch time as the Prefident can arrive 
with the Nabob ; and inquire into and fettle thefc 
difputes on a (olid plan for the future fafety and 
freedom of our trade 1 defil ing them, in the mean 
time, to fend us an account of the duties they have 
ufually paid, and the frefh cuftoms which are now 
demanded for the Prefident’s guidance in fettling 
the matter. 

Agreed, to write to Chittagong, advifingthem 
in anfwer to the above letter, jrhat as\ the Prefi¬ 
dent is gone on a vifit to the Nabob, arid intends 
to enquire very particularly into, and fettle all the 
difputes of the nature they complain of, we define 
P 3 they 
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they will fend us a particular account of their 
complaints, what was the amount of the. former 
duties, and what frefli cuftoms are now demand¬ 
ed, for his (the Preftdent’s) guidance in fq dor 
jng; but that, in the mean time, wc muff forbid 
their making ufe of force to redrefs themfelves 
•without oar poiitive directions : that regarding 
the difputes at Dacca, we luve feift the gentle-, 
men their orders and directions under the figh- 
teehth of October. 

N >$.——Copy of a Letter from the Gover¬ 
nor to the Council. 

Dated 9 November ij6'a. 

I Find, that the interruptions, which the gen? 

demen at Chittagong, Dacca, and Lucky- 
poor, have met with, for fome weeks part, arc 
owing to the bad difpofmon of Mahomed A!y, 
the perfon fart appointed by the Nabob to collect 
the rents of that part of the country, Syed Mar 
homed Gawn, the deputy governor of Moorffic- 
dabad, expreffes as much refentmeni againd that 
man as we do outfelves •, and afftires me, that he 
has reprefented him in fuch a light to the Nabob, 
that he is perfuaded he will be immediately diff 
miffed from his office. This is a point I i'hall 
urge to the Nabob if it is not done before I ar¬ 
rive at Mongheer ; and farther, that he be punidi¬ 
ed for his indolence, and obliged to make fa refac¬ 
tion for all Ioffes which may have been incurred 
by the delays he has occafioned. In the mean 
time, I have the honour to tranfmit you four or¬ 
ders from Syed Mahomed Cawn to the faid col¬ 
lector, warning him of the bad confequences of his 
prefent conduit, and charging him not to obftrudt 
the bufinefs of our Factories; I fend likewife one 

from 
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from myfelf. Thefe, forwarded to the refpeAivc 
Factories, will, I hope, remove all obftrudtions, 
apd, op the other hand, Syed Mahomed Cawn ds- 
lires, that our gentlemen will take all poflible care 
to prevent their Gom-iltahs and agents from inter¬ 
fering in the bufmefs of the government, or ufing 
force in buying or felling. 

I have not yet the Nabob’s anfwer concerning 
the disputes between the uncle and nephew for the 
Zemindary of Baboopour. As fbpn as 1 receive it, 
.1 fhall forward it to you, that you may give the 
necefifyry directions to the Chief, d?c. at I -vicky- 

poor. , , i 

The anfwer 1 have received from the Nabob to 
Mr. Ellis’s complaint, I now inclofe with a trans¬ 
lation, I think it would be proper to fend a copy 
to that gentleman with directions to apply to the 
Naib at Patna, if in future he Ihould meet with 
any interruptions in his bufmefs ■, and if the Naib 
either refuks,orh:!s not authority to remove them, 
then to apply to the Nabob himfelf, from whom, 
if he does not obtain fuch redrefs and afiiftance 
as the cafe may require, then to. make his repre- 
fentatipn to the Board, with copies of his letters 
to the government, and his aniwers received. By 
this we fhall be faced the trouble of hearing com¬ 
plaints, except in cafes where our uiterpofmon 
becomes really neceffary. 

0,3, --- Tt (inflation of a Letter from the 

Nabob to the Governor. 

Dated 1 November 1762. 

I Have received with great pbafure your friend¬ 
ly letter. You write, that “ you learn from 
“ Mr, Ellis, the Chief of the Factory at Patna, 
that cloths have been provided for many years 

p 4 " « 
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“ at the Alining of Johanabad for the Compa- 
** nV ; now Eerva Roy, the Aumil of that place, 
“ obftructs the weavers in providing the cloths, 
“ and when, they are made, hinders the wafiher- 
“ men from dreffing and wafhing them, to the 
“ gteat prejudice oi the Company’s bufme.fi ;$ and 
“ you defire, that I will give fir id orders to the Ao- 
“ rnji not to .moleft the Company’s Gomaftahs, 
“ and to a (lift them on every occafion.” 

Sir, wherever that gentleman has an opportu¬ 
nity he fails not to make complaints of his bufi- 
nds. As he has found my Officers in no inftance 
faulty, he has wrote to you the impertinences and 
complaints of the waffieirners, You well know, 
that the waftiermen pipy no duties, and that the 
Au'niils have no authority to interrupt them, or 
prevent their walhing and dreffing the cloths. Was 
this affair really true, he would have informed 
Rajah Nobit Roy of it, and he would immedi¬ 
ately have wrote to the Aumil about it j but as it h 
altogether without foundation, he chutes to make 
a falfe complaint to you. Do you yotirfeif con¬ 
sider this affair. Neveitheiefs, I have lent drift 
orders to the Rajah to write to the Aumil, that he 
on no account obftruft the currency of the Com¬ 
pany's bufinefs, and that on application from the 
Gomaftahs of the Fadtory he affords thetndue aid 
and affiftance. 

The Board having received the accounts of du¬ 
ties on private inland trade from Luckypoor, fent 
the fame to the .Prefident for his guidance in fet¬ 
tling that point, with the following letter, 
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V^.—Copy of a Latter from the Council /# 
the Governor. 

Dated 15 Nov. 1762'. 

W E have received your fetter of the ninth in- 
&nt, and are thereby glad to find, that 
the interruption s of the trade, which have happen ¬ 
ed towards Dacca, Lucky poor, and Chittagong, 
are only apparently owl tig to the bad concludf, and 
ill difpofnion of the coliedlor Mahomed Aiy. We 
make no doubt therefore, but afeprefentation from 
you to the Nabob of this man’s bad behaviour 
will be a means of obtaining ample facisfadlion ,and 
reftitution for all Ioffes'foitained in that quarter ; 
a.ud as we hear, that the trade in the countries"of 
Purnea and Rungpoor has likewife met with great 
interruptions,, we 'nouft beg leave particularly to 
recommend to your attention the getting thefe ob- 
ftrudions alfo removed, and obtaining retaliation 
ior the Ioffes of any individuals who may make 
their complaints to you. 

We have forwarded to Dacca the orders to be 
delivered to Mahomed Aly, and have defired the 
gentlemen thereto write to Luckypoor, anti .Chit¬ 
tagong, of the receipt and tenor of thefe orders, 
and afterwards of the effedt they may have upon 
Mahomed Aly’s condudl. 

We have under this date wrote to Patna with a 
copy of the Nabob’s letter, and directions agree¬ 
able to what you advtfe but we mud beg leave 
to obferve, that the terms in which the Nabob 
makes mention of Mr. Ellis are indecent and very 
improper, and ought not to be encouraged. We 
have too good an opinion of Mr. Ellis’s veracity 
to fuppofe that he would advance a falfity ro the 
iioard ; and we hope therefore, that you will en¬ 
deavour to prevent fuch indecencies from palling 

in 
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in future, when we are treating with the Nabob 
on public matters. 

lndofed we tranfmit you an JLxtratil from a Luc- 
fcypoor letter, explaining the Shawbunder duties, 
which they have always paid, and the nature of 
die frdh extortions w. ich are now demanded, 
which we imagine may be of fervice to you in finally 
fitting theft matters upon a folid plan. 

P, 3 - a - -- ExtraB of a Letter from the Gen¬ 

tlemen at Luckypoor to the Board. 

Dated 6 Nov. 176?. 

T HE duties,' we have hitherto paid to the 
Shawbunder, are as follows : 

R. A. F. 

On fait * g : 14. : .3 per loornaunds. 

On tobacco for 4:0 per maund. 

On this firlt article, we believe we have paid 
rather more than the Dacca Factory, but hope 
you will get it fettled on an equal footing. ‘With 
regard to the frefh eu flams now demanded, the 
Cliokeys do not require any ftipulated fum, but 
fleece our Gomaftahs and people of all they can 5 
and if our boats are freed from one Chokey, they 
are fure to be flopped at the next, and our h r- 
vants confined, and treated very ill. The inflant 
we had advice of our boats being flopped at thijde 
places, we fent to them to know the reafon, aiid 
defire their releale but anfwer was always given, 

that 

pp ■ ' » 

*' The prime co.fi cf an hundred maunds of fait .may be- 

from iixty to eighty rupees, 

f The prime coifi of a maund of tobacco may be from 
two’ to three rupees, 

M Sixteen annaes make a rupee* 
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that they had orders from the Nabob for fo doir:& 
and therefore could pot releafe them. 

—Extratf of a Letter from- the Gover¬ 
nor to the Council. 

I Nclofed, I fend for your perufal two Perfian let 
tors. • . One from Mr. Carrier coMahomed Aiy 
the collector of the Dacca dill rifts; which, if I un¬ 
derfund it right, (for the expreffions are rather 
obfcure) is wrote in a very improper ftile, and 
tends to encourage and promote that evil which 
we have taken lb much pains to remedy, I mean 
ajealoufy and di draft between us and the Nabob. 
I requeft, you will be pleafed to call on Mr. Car¬ 
rier, for an explanation of his meaning, and give, 
him fuch a caution on the occafion as to you ihall 
feern neceffary. . , . , The. other from M'ef. John 
done. Hay, and Bolts to Sheer Aly Cawn, Fou- 
gedar of Purrfea, endorfed by Mr, Bolts in Eng- 
Tifh., and written I imagine fay him, in the name 
,of the partnerflijp. Whoever reads this letter 
mqft naturally conclude no other government fub- 
fifted among!! us, fmee it was left to Mr, Bolts 
to alien the privileges of the Firmaund, arid vin¬ 
dicate, in the name of the Englilh, the freedom 
of the Company’sDuftuck. Such notions propa¬ 
gated in the country mull: needs be prejudicial to 
the Company’s affairs by weakening their govern¬ 
ment i and it is for this reafon, the Company have 
forbid letters to be written to the country govern¬ 
ment by any perlbn, excepting the Proficient, or 
with his approbation. I never refufed to apply 
for redrels for any grievance that the gentlemen 
in the fervice, and all other inhabitants of the fee- 
dement have applied to me about ; and in cafe of 
my illnefs, or abfence, Mr. Amyatt was ready to 
give thptn the feme afilllanee. I mull therefore, 

recommend 
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recommend to you to inflift fuch cenfiiro or pu- 
niflimcnc on Mr. $oks as (hall feem to yon tie- 
ceflliry for preventing inch irregularities in future, 
1 could vvifli alfo, that it were made, a rule for the 
Chiefs of the fubortlinate Factories and all others, 
when they write letters to the .country'government, 
toiign them, that, in cafe of their being produ¬ 
ced afterwards, they may be known to be ae¬ 
ther; tick. 

Q*3.a. ■— Travjlatim of a Litter from Mr. 
Cartier to Mahomed Aly. 

S Everal Chokydars, and Cutwauls., and collec¬ 
tors, and Zemindars, and other officers in the 
town, and its dependencies, are guilty of violent 
proceedings towards the Gornadahs and-people of 
the Englifh Company and gentlemen,"rob and 
plunder, and regard not the honour of the Eng- 
liih flag and Duftuck. The nevtk of this has 
reached my ears. As the Cbitfihip of the Facto¬ 
ry here belongs to me, therefore, for the fake of 
juftice, and to eftablifii the Company’s bufinefs, I 
acquaint you with theft; proceedings, and defire 
•you will in anfwer inform me why fuch proceed¬ 
ings have happened ; yet I am perfuaded you ate 
not the author of them, and much lefts the Na¬ 
bob. As you are acquainted with the fecret&of this 
affair, I therefore fend to you for a full and proper 
explanation of it. You know what a disturbance 
will arife between us, and, by the- grace of God, 
you have leen and will ft- what our ftrength and 
power has (hewn kftlf, and will fhew itfelft Your 
prudence, and 'hecare arid preiervation of your 
greatnefs, would dictate to you to turn out the di- 
flurbers ; but by turning them out the credit and 
power of the high name will be ft (Timed. I hope 
you will write, me the particulars of all thefe op- 

prefiions. 
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preffiorls, thar I may be acquamted with the whole 
proceedings, and may likewife know whether yoti 
are a. friend or not. As circuniffences are repre- 
fented eritmeoufly by Vacfceels, I nave therefore 
committed them co writing. 

Q,^.b .——Tranflation of a Letter from Mef. 
Johnftune, Hay, rnd Bolts, 'to Ulcer Sheer 
Aiy Caflm. 

O UR Goma/tah Ramchurri dofs being gone 
into thofe parts meets with obflru&jons from 
you in whatever bulinefs he undertakes j more¬ 
over, you have published a prohibition to this 
effect, that whoever dull have any dealings with 
the Englifh, you will feize his houfe, and lay a tine 
upon him. In this manner have you prohibited 
the people under your jurifdiftion. We were fur- 
prifed at hearing of this affair, becaufe that the 
Royal Firmaund, which the Englifh nation is pot 
SeA'd of, is violated by this proceeding; but the 
Englifh will by no means luffer with patience their 
Firmaund to be broke through. We therefore 
expe&, that upon the receipt of this letter, you 
wll! take off the order you have given to the 
Ryots; and in cafe of your not doing it, we Will 
certainly write to the Nabob in the name of the 
Englifh, and fend for lltch an order from him, that 
you {hall r'eftore fully and entirely Whatever lofs the 
Englifh have fu[lamed, or jfha.fi fuftain by this 
obftruflion, and that you (hall repent having thus 
interrupted our bulinefs in fpite of the Royal Fir¬ 
maund. After reading this letter we are perfuaded 
you will defift from interrupting it, will act a~ 
greeably to the rules of friendfhip, and fo that 
your amity may appear, and will by no means 
ltqp the Company’s Duftuck. 

R-3-— Copy 
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R,3 >—-Copy of a Letter frm the Governor 
and Mr- Haftings tc the Council, 

fif • : ,- , ; ■ :'' } %7 y '' ; Sfl'ft; 

Dated 15 Dec. ijfai 

W E have had many conferences with the 
Nabob on the iubject of the iate com-. , 
plaints, which appear to have been chiefly oexa- 
J'ioned by the private inland trade, or the trade: 
from place to piace in the country. He enlarged 
much on the licentioufnefs and opprefiion exer- 
cifed by our Gomafhhs, efpectally in thofe diftant: 
parts of the province where his government is lefa 
eflabiifhed, and too remote for our enquiries into 
their behaviour. He urged, that the trade of 
thofe parts confided chiefly in articles produced 
and fold in the country, from which former Na¬ 
bobs had always reftrained all Europeans, and to 
which he did not conceive that we could claim 
any right from our Flrmaund. 

We agree with the Nabob in opinion, tine 
the true intent and natural meaning of the Fit- 
maund, granted to the Company, was to give 
to them and their fervants a free trade, clear of all 
cuftbms, in all articles of commerce to be import¬ 
ed or exported by flapping. From fuch com¬ 
merce a mutual benefit is derived to our 
country and to this; but the trade from place to 
place in the country in fait, betel-nut, tobacco, 
and other commodities produced here, bring¬ 
ing no general benefit to the country, bur. to 
particulars only who had the fame in their hands ; 
wc do not think the Firmaund can be un- 
derftood to include them within the privilege of 
the Duftuck, or to grant*us a right to trade there- 
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m on * any other footing than the natives thou- 
fclves 1 that is, paying the ufuftl culloms to the 
government; lot if we ha/e a right totraae there¬ 
in cu(tom-free, aild the natives tfitift pay cuftorm, 
it follows, that no one but oUrielvcs could carry 
on any trade, which- we Cannot fuppofc the Fir- 
ttiaund intended 

It is fact, that the Nabobs of dtefe pro • inecs 
did formerly reftrairt the Europeans from carrying 
on this trade upon any footing, and by farming 
out the feveraf articles t* particular merchants, 
drew to themfelvcs a confideralSle revenue. 

After the defeat and death of Serajah Ddula, 
arid the eftablifbment of Jaffier Aly Cawn in the 
Subafliip, by the abidance of the Englifh, we be¬ 
gan to take a (hare of this trade, which (hare has 
been from day to day increasing, it has however 
always been a fubjedt of dilpufe with the country 
government, our right never having been admitted 
by them, nor regularly Claimed and eftablifhed by 
us •, and the government’s duties have generally 
been paid. 

But 


* The Company in their anf.ver to the complaints of the 
Dutch, page 36, feem plain!)' to declare til u this is their 
opinion. Their w ords are as follows : 

The acceptance of this grant (for the foie purchace of 
ialt-petre) by our iervacu, they complain of as injurious to 
them, and as inconfiftent with that free trade to which they 
claim a right under the Mogul’s Firmaund. 

In fupport of this meafure we might obferve, that thofe 
Firmaunds, general as they are, arc not to be con ft rued univer- 
fal, but to be underftood with this limitation, that .hey do 
not operate to the prejudice of any fubfifting right or ufage, 
much lefs of fttcli right? as could not be abolilhed without a 
confiderable diminution of the pubtick revenues. Whatever 
article of trade therefore has been ordinarily monopolized 
and granted in forth, it might be contended, may ilili be ft 
enjoyed and granted without infringement of thofe l'tr 
maunds; the defign of which was, to admit European traders 
tc the feme freedom of trading with the Mogul’; own fubjedis, 
and furely not to a better. , 
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z&f' But nor content with this, the Engliih Go 
maftahs in different parts have lately begun to 
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infift open this trade as a Firmaund privilege e- 
qually with the foreign trade, and refilled. to pay 
any cuftoms. 1 he government’s people on their 
part demanded the cuftoms, and upon refufal ftopt 
the goods; and this conteft has been the occafion 
of:• many of the complaints received by us and 
the Nabob. 

As on the one hand, we do not fee any reafon 
why the Engliih gentlemen and other inhabitants 
of Calcutta, and the fubordinate Fadorics, fhpuld 
carry on the inland trade with the Company’s 
Duftuck, or, in any refpedt more advantageoufly 
than the country merchants j lo on the other hand, 
we think it would be a great hardfhip, if we and 
all belonging to us were not admitted upon an 
equality with the merchants and inhabitants of 
other parts of Bengal, and fufFered to trade on 
equal terms in all commodities, and in all places, 
provided our agents and Goitiaftahs do not let up 
for magiftnices in the country, and carry on their 
bufinefa by force and oppreflion. Practices of this 
fort in many of the Engliih agents arid Gomaftahs, 
and an abufe on the part of the Nabob’s officers of 
the power put into their hands for the reftrainc of 
fuch pro.dices, have been the caules of the many 
complaints lately received. 

In thefe fentimcnts the regulations we have pro- 
pofed to the Nabob for fixing the manner of car¬ 
rying on this trade in future, and preventing any 
difputes between his officers and our agents and 
Gomaftahs, are as follows : 

$,3.— 1 . That for all trade imported or to be 
exported by (hipping, the Company’s Duftucks 
Hull be granted, and it lhall pafs unmolefted and 
free of cuftoms as ufual. 



II. For 
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II. For all trade from one place in the country 
to another in commodities produced in the country, 
as fait, betel-nut, tobacco, &c. the Company’s 
Duftuck dial! not be granted, but it fhall go with 
the Duftuck of the Buck fhbunder, Shahbunder, 
or other officer or" the country government. 

III. That at the rime of caking ouc the laid 
Duftuck, and before the difpatch of the goods, the 
duties (hall be paid according to the rates which 
iha'i be particularly fettled and annexed to this a- 
greement. 

IV. That the faid duties fo to be paid before 
exportation fhall be the whole that are to be paid, 
fo that after the difpatch of the goods nothing 
fhall be paid at any Chokeys in the road, nor at 
the place of file. 

V. That all goods being furniflied either with 
the Company’s Duftuck, or thac of the govern¬ 
ment, fhall meet with no obftrublion or delay. 
The guards and Chokeys on the road fhall have 
nothing more to do than to demand a fight of the 
Duftuck, unlefs they (ball obierve the boats to be 
laden with a larger quantity of goods than are 
mentioned in the Duftuck, or with other frits of 
goods than thofe mentioned in the Duftuck •, in 
which cafe they are to give immediate notice to the 
neareft Englilh Fadtory, as well as to the nedreft 
officer of the government, that orders may be lent 
to have a ftrid examination, but they are not to 
detain them in the road. 

VI. If any one fhall attempt to pafs goods with¬ 
out a Duftuck, either from the government or 
the Company, or (hall ckmdeftinely procure a 
Company’s Duftuck to pafs laic, tobacco, or other 
produce of the country, from place to place ior 
inland trade, fuch goods fhall be lazed andconftl- 
cated. The guards and Chokeys in the road are 

Q to 
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to ftop them, cyid to give notice to the ncarell 
English Faftory, as well as the neared officer of 
the government, 

V 1 L It any perfon not having a Duftuck fhali 
attempt to pais boats or goods claodeffcinely under 
the covet of, and in company with other boats or 
goods having a Duftuck, Inch boars or goods, fo 
attempted to be puffed clandeltinely, fhali be feiz- 
ed and con fifcated. 

VIII The Gam a (Fans in every place (hall car¬ 
ry on their trade freely and as merchants, and fhali 
on no account ufe force in buying or felling. If 
any dilpittf arifes in the courlc of their butinefs, 
they (hall t attempt to redrefs themfelves, but 
fbail make their complaint to the Fougedar,or other 
’ officer oi the government, and have the matter 
tried before him In like manner, if any merchant 
cr inb ibiranr ffial! be aggrieved by an Engfifh. 
G< rmftab, he fhali make his complaint to the 
Fougedar or other officer of the government, and 
the Gomaftah being duly lbmmoned, fhali appear 
before' him to anlvver to the charge, and have the 
matter determined. 

IX. To deter the Fougedar and other officers 
of the government from being guilty of any par¬ 
tiality, they fhali be enjoined to tranfmit to the 
Nabob copies of their proceedings upon all trials, 
where Englifh Agents or Gomaftahs are con¬ 
cerned, and likewife to give a copy to the Agent 
or Gomaftah, who if he thinks htmfdf aggrieved 
may fend the fame to his principal, and he may 
make his complaint to the Prefident, who, if the 
caufe requires it, will apply to the Nabob for re¬ 
drefs; and when any Fougedar, or other officer of 
the government, fhali prove guilty of fuch par¬ 
tiality, the Nabob fhali punifn. him in the raoft 
exemplary manner. 

We think it would be unreafonable to defire to 

carry 
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carry on the inland trade upon any other footing 
than that of the merchants of the country, and 
that the attempting to carry it on free of cuftoms, 
and with the Company’s Dnftuck, would bring 
upon us univcrfid jealoufy and ill-will, and in the 
end prejudice the Company’s affairs as well as our 
ow ; p. In the courfe of our conferences upon this 
fubjeH, the Nabob obfcrved, that if the Englifh 
Gomaftahs were permitted to trade in ail parts, 
and in all commodities cuftom-free, as many of 
them now pretend, they mud of coprle draw all 
the trade into their own hands, and his cuftoms 
would be of fo little value to him, that it would 
be much more for his intereft to lay trade entire¬ 
ly open, and colled no enftoms for any perfon 
whatever upon any kind of merchandize, which 
would draw a number of merchants into his coun¬ 
try, and encreafe his revenues, by encouraging the 
cultivation and manufacture of-a larger quantity of 
goods for fale ; at the fame time, that (The added) 
it. would efledually cut off the principal fubject 
of the difputes which had difturbed the good un¬ 
demanding between us, an objed that he had 
moire than any other at heart. This fcheme we 
difeou raged all in our power, as it would imme¬ 
diately render the Duftuck ufelefs, and prejudice 
our honourable mailer’s bufmefs, by enhancing the 
number of purchafers j and it is an argument why 
we ought readily to confent to the. regulation now 
propoled, not to rifk hurting the Company’s iu- 
tereft for our own private advantage. 

The Nabob defires our orders may be repeated, 
that none of the Company’s Servants, their A- 
gents, Goroaftahs, or other perfons employed by 
them, dial I be permitted to hold offices under the 
country government, nor to purchafe, rent, or 
hold lands, gunge, or markets, nor to lend , mo¬ 
ney to the Zemindars or Collectors, as all thele 
GC 2 are 


•i'4, .§if 

ORIGINAL PAPERS 

are Comets of difputea between the Company’s peo¬ 
ple and the government’s. 

We have Tent to Mr. Hdas the Nabob’s orders 
for the free purchafe of the timbers wanted 
for the new fort, and the Nabob has exprefled to 
Sheer A ly, the Fougedar of that diftrid, his high- 
eft dilpkaibre at the obftru&ions he before laid in 
his way, and the ill treatment which the EngliHi 
Gomaftahs in general complained of from him. 

Inclofed, we lend the Nabob’s orders to Maho¬ 
med Aly the Colledor of the Dacca dthrifts, en¬ 
joining him to releafe all boats that may be ftopt 
by him or any perfon under his jurifaidion ; to 
demand for cultoms nothing more than has hither¬ 
to been paid upon the inland trade of thofe parts, 
and to refund all that may have been extorted 
beyond that; likeivife another order to the fame 
perfon, requiring him to rrarfftnic a more circum- 
ltantial account of the difpute between the uncle 
and nephew about the Zemindary of Baboopoor, 
and ho\/ it happened that three or four of our 
Seapoys were killed there. But as both in this 
affair, and that of Tangepoor dependent on Pur- 
nea, where one of Mr. Gray’s Gomaftah’s was 
killed, a levcre example feems highly neceffary ; 
we have agreed with the Nabob to fend a perfon 
on our part along with one ot his to inquire upon 
the fpot, and bring a full and impartial account of 
each of thefe events, and the Nabob has promif- 
ed to punifh his people with the utinoft Jeverity, 
;f they prove to be as guilty as they now appear. 
Mr. Haftings will go to Tangepoor tb finifh that 
inquiry, and we delire that you will direft Mr. Bil¬ 
lers 16 produce the neceffary proofs to the perlon 
who may be appointed by the Nabob to inquire 
concerning the other affair. 

T, 3 (inflation 
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T,3.- "Tran[lat ion cf a Letter from the Na¬ 

bob to the Governor. 

A S there are many places within the Pergun- 
nas, in the provinces ot' Bengal and Bahar, 
much opprefled by the Ersglifh Company’s Go- 
tnaftahs and. fervants, I fhali trouble you to write 
to the Chiefs of Cuffimbazar, Dacca, Luckypoor, 
Malda, Patna, &c. not to give Duftucks,, or per¬ 
mit any one to hoift Erigliili colours belides what 
are granted for the Company’s (hip-merchandizc j 
that on whatever goods of this country they pur- 
chafe and fell, they fhali pay duties for the fame 
as other merchants, and receive a Dulluck from 
the Sircar, and may pafs and repafs, only giving 
a copy of their Duttuck at every gatit; that they 
fhould. ufe no force in the purchafe and fale of 
goods, nor take polTeffion of the houfes and go- 
lahs belonging to the ryots and merchants, .. The 
mufleirhen merchants pay a duty of 9 per cent, 
at the gauts and place of purchafe, &c. you will 

alio appoint the fame duty.Let not anyone 

impede the dilolls and weavers of the Sircar, at 
the Aurungs ot Dacca, Kadanuggur, Kirpay, 
Nuddia, Moorfhedabad, Malda, r ’ Cauiygaum, 

&c. where the Sircar may freely purchafe, nor in¬ 
jure and opprefs the inhabitants of the Pergunnas, 
nor proted the ryots, merchants, renters, and 
fervants of the Government, nor detriment the 
revenues.. . . As the Company’s Gomaftahs make 
ja.lt at Stindeep, &c. 1 define you will write to 

lh: m not to make any more there, but like 
other merchants to purchafe it from the Molung- 
btes at the market price. . . . You will dired the 
gentlemen, Gomaftahs, Muttafuddies, and Moon- 
fines, and other officers of the Englifh Company, 
to relincpiiTi their firms, taalucs, gunges, and 
Q *.3 go) aha. 
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golahs, and not take an}' in future ; to a fiord no 
protection to any ondj upon proof to receive 
back the money they paid for their purchafes *, 
not to borrow from, or lend to the Mutcafuddies, 
Aumils, Zerriindarj, or other dependents of the 
Government j not to coin any money at the Moor- 
fkedabad, Dacca,, or Patna mints, as it occafions 
a lofs to the Sircar, but to coin their money at 
Calcutta. . .. In the Pergunnas of Cuddy-bary, 
and Caloo- baboo-para, and my other Jagheer 
lands under the junfdidlion of A flam, the reve¬ 
nues formerly amounted to 40,000 rupees, arifing 
from the trade of fait, large timbers, and feveral 
other articles*, the Government’s people ufed to 
carry on the commerce there, and no other mer¬ 
chants were permitted to traffick with the Moun¬ 
taineers, Two years ago, Mr. Chevalier went 
there, and he has put an entire ftop. to the trade 
of the Sircar, and himfelf trafficks with the 
Mountaineers, from whence a lofs arifes to rny re¬ 
venues ; and he forcibly feizes the taalucdars and 
ryots of the aforefaid Pergunnas to make them 
draw timbers, by which means they are brought 
to the 1 aft diftrefs. ... In the Pergunnas of Gopal- 
poor, and Dukhun-bar-poor, arid other diflrifts 
where fait is made ; the people of the Company’s 
Fa&ory work the fait-pans, and they take poiTef- 
fionof all the fait which the Molunghks of other 
Pergunnas have made, by which means I fufifer 
a very great lofs. Moreover, they oblige the ry¬ 
ots to receive money from, them for put-chafing 
rice, and by force and violence they take more 
than the market-price affords, and the ryots are 
running away on account of thefe oppreflions. 
For many years it has been cuftomary for the 
Ctifhmt-er merchants to advance money at Sun- 
derbun, and provide Molunghies to work the 
falt-pans there; they paid the rent for the falt- 

pans 
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pans at the fevcral Pergunnas, and the duties on- 
the fait, which were paid at Barryfenl Chokey bet- 
longing to the Shahbunder, amounted to near 
§0,000 rupees i at prefect, the people of the fac¬ 
tory have difpoftefled the Cufhmcer merchants, 
and have appropriated all the fait to their,(elves. 
Ploafe to write to the Gomaftahs of the aforefaid 
places to delift from exercifing any authority there. 


T,?.a.- Tranjlation of the Governor's An- 

fiver to the above Letter *. 

I Have been honoured with the receipt of your 
Excellency’s letter, and underftand the feveral 
contents. Agreeably to your defire, I will write 
to the Chiefs of the Factories, to grant a Compa¬ 
ny’s Duftuck upon the purchafe and fale of all 
fhipping goods, and that they Ihould deal like 
other merchants in fuch goods as are bought and 
fold in different parts of the country for the inland 
trade. .. . That they muft not give a Company’s 
Duftuck, but mull pay a duty of 9 per cent, up¬ 
on the purchaie of the goods, in lieu of all de¬ 
mands at the Cbckeys, &c. into the Bukfhbunder, 
or Shahbunder, and take a Duftuck from thence, 
and not be guilty of any violence or extortion. 1 
hope that you, on your parr, will give orders to 
the Foagedats and other officers of the Sircar, 
that they are not to give any interruption to the 
purchafe and fale of (hipping-goods, with which 
there will be a Company’s Duftuck, nor to make 
the leaft demand upon them ; and that they muft 
by no means interrupt the purchafe and fale of 
the inland trade, but muft grant a Duftuck for 

Q 4 the 

' The Prefident left Monphccr the 27th of December, to 
return fo Calcutta, immsdiatviy alter the delivery of tUIv 
letter to the Nabob, 
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the goods after Having taken the ft isolated duty 
upon the purchafe price agreeably to your com¬ 
mands ■, and that the. Darogas of the Cbokeys mult 
Only take a copy of the Duftuck, and make no 
demands. 

1 have already wrote to all the Chiefs of the 
Factories, not to oppreis the ryots and inhabitants 
of the Pergunnas, nor protect your dependents, 
nor make any dlfturbance in the affairs of the 
Sircar. I will now again write particularly to the 
Chief's •, and frefh orders fhall like wife be fent to 
the feveral Gomaftahs, to deft ft from fuch pro¬ 
ceedings s to look upon the officer of the Sircar, 
as the proper magiftrate ; and in cafe of any dift 
turbances or difputes, to appear before him and 
there fettle them. You will give orders to your 
Fougedars and officers, that they muft behave 
to the Gomaftahs with truth and uprightnefs, and 
ad without partiality; if any one makes a com¬ 
plaint againft a Gomaftah, that they muft fend 
for the Gomaftah, and decide the difpute; and in 
cafe of a Gomaftah’s making any complaint, that 
they muft take that iikewU'e into confideration, 
and decide it. 

I have wrote to the Chiefs of Chittagong and 
Lucky poor, that they muft not work the falt- 
pans themfelves, nor interrupt the merchants and 
renters of the falt-pans who pay the governments 
rents, but purchafe from them whatever they 
want to purchafe *, I accordingly lend you inclofed 
two letters for the faid Chiefs. 

Orders fhall be fent to the Chiefs and Gomaftahs 
of the Factories, not to rent nor purchafe any lands, 
nor to lend to, nor borrow money from the Zemin¬ 
dars and officers of the Sircar, and that they muft 
give up whatever Taalucs they may have hereto¬ 
fore purchafed. You will pleafe to. give orders, 
that the purchafe-motley Ihould be returned 
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but 1 have received complaints from feveral places, 
that the officers of the Sircar infill upon the 
former colle&ions, and beat, and bind, and im- 
prilon the people. Such proceedings are contrary 
to juftice; you will therefore give them orders to 
re,turn the pure hale-money, and by no means to de¬ 
mand the pad accounts. , . 

The Chiefs and Gomaftahs of the ha'tones 
fhall be fiddly enjoined not to obltruft the dilplls 
and weavers of the Sircar. 

If it is not agreeable to you, that the money ana 
bullion of the Englifh gentlemen and Gomaftahs, 
ihould be coined in the Patna and Dacca mints, and 
it occafions a loft to the Sircar, you will give 
orders to your Drogas there, not to receive from 
them any money or bullion for coining ; yet the 
Shroffs, upon being acquainted with this, will de¬ 
mand as much batta as they pleafe, by which 
means the Company’s bufinefs will be ftoptj X 
hope, therefore, that you will write to the lyaibs 
of Moorlhedabad, Patna, and Dacca, that the 
money of the K.iglifh Company and gentlemen 
muff pay batta according to the rate of the Bazar, 
and that they muft punifh the Shroffs in cale of 
their demanding more. 

The Gomaftahs at Gwaipara, fha.Il be ftricUy 
charged to carry on their commercial bufinefs as 
formerly, and not to trade themfelves with the 
Mountaineers, but to make all their purchafes 
and fales through the hands of the Droga of the 
Sircar. You will pleafe to enjoin the Droga to 
deal with the Englifh Gomaftahs in the fame 
manner as with other merchants. 

The following is a copy of the Prefident’s anfwer 
to the Patna Deputy’s reprefentations, of which 
anfwer Mr. Ellis had a copy, 

U,3- Tran/la- 






U,3»- -Tranjlahon of the Governor’s Letter 

to Rajah Nobil' Roy. 


Dated 5 Jan. 1763. 

I Have read your feveral papers of requefts. A- 
greeably to what you write concerning the abo- 
iithing of Colonel-gunge, I have directed Mr. El ¬ 
lis to abolifhit; accordingly, from this day, the 
merchants have been, forbidden to bring their 
goods to the laid Gunge ; but as it is neceiTary to 
keep a iinail quantity of grain, on the Company’s 
account, that it may be ufed in a time of fearcity, 
1 have therefore diredted Mr. Ellis to build Go- 
lahs on fuch places as you /hall afligo for that pur* 
pole, and to purchafe from the merchants of Co¬ 
lonel-gunge 20,000 maunds of grain to be laid up 
there on the Company’s account 5 after which, 
whatever quantity they may have remaining, they 
may fell agreeably to their own pleafure, or carry 
it to the government’s Gunges,and lay iv up there, 
if they dtfire to ferve the Company as heretofore, 
it’s well 5 and if they ate defirous of fettling in 
any of the Sircar’s Gunge*, they have liberty fo 
to do. When you have fixed upon a place for 
erecting the Offiahs, you will fend a fervant with 
a note to Mr. Ellis, and you will allow what time 
may be neceflary for removing the grain from 
the old Golahs to the new ones, that no unrea- 
fonable lofs may fall upon the merchants. 

With regard to what your write about not holding 
any Taalucs, nor lending to, nor borrowing from 
the officers and Zemidars, orders have been given 
to this purport, and I underftand that no bod / has 
done fuch things; however, I have now repeated 
thole orders. • 


* 


You 
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You fay that numbers of merchants carry away 
goods for file under the protection of the .Factory, 
and that Ifhould enquire into this matter. ...Tthiis 
of old been cuftomary that a Dullucl; fhould be 
granted with whatever cloth, &c. is purdwsfcd by 
the merchants from'the Englifh Company and 
gentlemen, and that they fhould accordingly carry 
away thegoods and fell them wherever they oleafe. 
This is no new cuftom, and this is the only pro¬ 
tection offered them. 

fou complain that the merchants carry away 
goods, the produce of this country, from the Fac¬ 
tory into the provinces. . . . With regard to fuch 
goods as are bought and fold in the country, the 
Nabob and I have agreed, that a certain dutyfhall 
be paid for them at once, according co the pur- 
chafe price; when this regulation (hall every where 
takepJace,noduties will be demanded upon the road. 

1 underhand what you write about {hutting up 
the Bur barm a wicket of the Fort, and concerning 
the intrenchment by the river fide, and I have feen 
both the places in queftion. The inrrenchrnent 
by the river fide is very proper *, as to the {hutting 
the wicket, though there does not appear to be 
any great neceffity for it, and the going roqnd a- 
bout will be an inconvenience to the people of the 
Factory } neverthdefs, as it is the Nabob’s order, 
do it whenever you pleafe, no body will ob- 
.ftruft you. 

Zein-ui-aubudeen, the Aumil of Bahar, writes, 
that a Gomaftah of the Factory took an obliga¬ 
tion from one Deynehund a merchant, that no¬ 
body fhould buy Opium befides the Englifh Fac¬ 
tory, I afked the Aumil in your prefence, and in 
that of ieveral merchants, whether he had a copy 
of the obligation or not; he anfwered, that Dyne- 
hurid complained to him, that “Benymadooan En- 
“ glifh Gomaftah had taken an obligation from 

“ him, 
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*‘ him, and bad foibid him trading in Opium, 
“ and that therefore, it could not be expetted 
44 he. fhould pay the ufual duties:” and. that he 
/hewed him a copy of the obligation, but did not 
leave it with him. Now, it is uncertain whether 
this dory be true, or whether the merchant was 
prompted by iris own intereft to impofe upon the 
Aumil, that he might avoid paying the duties. It 
is therefore proper, you fhould fend for the mer¬ 
chant and enquire into the affair, in prefence of 
Mr. Ellis, whom I have directed to inflict a pro¬ 
per punifliment upon the Gomaftah, in cafe the 
complaint is proved ; and in cafe it appears to be 
falfe, you on your part fhould inflift a proper pu- 
nilhrnent upon the merchant. 

With regard to the Sircar’s fait, that is in the 
hands of Meer Mahomed Afhruff, it appears 
from the account he /hewed me, that he bas in 
different places difpofed of 23,596 maun, is, and 
that he has now remaining upon his hands .27,333 
maunds: I enquired of him in your prefence what 
was the reafon of his having difpofed of fo fmall 
a quantity only in fuch a length of time •, he re¬ 
plied, that “ in many places there was fait be- 
** longing to Englifh gentlemen, and it was not 
14 in his power to flop the fale of their merchan- 
“ dize, in order to difpofe of the Sircar’s j and 
“ that notwithflanding the obligation entered 
“ into by the merchants of the city, the officers 
“ of feveral of the neighbouring places did not 
44 put a flop to the bufinefs of other merchants, 
" fo that it was impoffible he fhould fell the 
“ Government's fait at an advanced price, w hi Ut 
** they fold their’s at the former price.” As the 
bufinefs of the merchants of the city has been 
flopt here for three or four months, by which 
they have fuftered greatly, and as they will be en¬ 
tirely ruined if their bufinefs continues to be fo 
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ilopt, I would therefore advile you to take back 
what fait of the Sircar’s remains unfold* and to 
difpofe of it at the market price, for the Nabob 
will by no means approve of injuring the mer¬ 
chants. You Ihoulci examine Meet AfbnjfPs ac¬ 
count, whether he has fold agreeably thereunto, 
or more than is therein fpecifted ; in cafe he has 
fold more, it is reafoneble that you Ihould take 
from him whatever money he has received for it; 
bur. if his account be juft, he is hot in fault; receive 
the money from him accordingly, and make no 
further demands; I {hall acquaint the Nabob of 
all tbefe particulars, and he will inform you of 
his pleafure. 

You defire Mr. Eliis may be directed not to fend 
any money or bullion to the mint to becoined. This 
affair is within the limits of your authority ; give 
orders to the Droga of the mint, not to receive 
any,money or bullion that may be brought by che 
fervants of the Fadlory to be coined, and write to 
Mr. Ellis, that if he chafes it, you will coin money 
for him on the fame terms as for other merchants, 
or elfe that .he may exchange it at. the Bazar price. 

I underhand what you write concerning the re¬ 
venues of Burrumpoor village, and Nuzzurana for 
the falt-petre; fame thou land rupees were at dif¬ 
ferent times paid by the Company to Rajah 
JRanmarain’s army, of which I law the particulars 
in the Company’s books 1 and I have directed Mr. 
Ellis to make out the account, and after having 
, deducted Rajah Ramaarain’s debt, to pay the bal- 
,lance into the Sircar’s treafury. 

It is proper, that yOu fhould look upon me as 
one interefted in your welfare, and let me have 
the pleafure of hearing from you every now and 
then. 






ftlflt |$ h ||f 5":: ■ 

<;*# ORIGINAL PAPERS 

W, i.-~Copy of a Letter from the Comcil to 
the Governor and Mr. Haftings. 

Dated 27 Dec. 1762. 

J E }iave received your letter of the 55th in - 
__ ¥ I ftant $ we have paid due regard to the 
Jubftance thereof-, but as the articles now drawn 
up, or that may be concluded on, muft in all 
probability prove the llandard and limitation of 
our inland trade for all future years, we think it 
is a matter which Ihould be maturely confidered, 
and determined on by a full Board. We have 
therefore ordered the letter to lay on the table un¬ 
til the Prefidem's return to Calcutta, when we 
.(hall come to a final relolution on the fubje&, and 
would on that account recommend his leaving 
Mr. .Halting;; with the Nabob to ratify fuch ar¬ 
ticles as may be then agreed on. 

And as vve think further, that the opinions of 
as many of the members of the Board Ihould be 
taken in this matter, as can be conveniently col¬ 
lected, we beg leave to advife the Prefidem’s 
talking with Mr. Ellis for that piirpofe. 

\\ e lhall write to Luckypoor, agreeable to what 
you recommend, regarding the Zemindary of 
Bauboopoor, and alfo forward to Dacca die or¬ 
ders on Mahomed Aly. We mult however re¬ 
mark, that we were h; hopes from the manner the 
Prefident exprefled himfelf in a former letter, that 
Mahomed Aly would have been difmifled from hi.s 
employ with dilgrace, and obliged to make re- 
ititution for the damages iuftained, by the delays 
he had occafioned; and we mult needs lay, that 
we think, thele are points which ought ftill to be 
infill d on, as we cannot efteem his being ordered 
to refund the extorted duties as any fatisfaction, 

becaufe 
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becaufe we cannot fee any right or authority, that 
he (Mahomed Aiy) had to :..xaft thefe additional 
duties, orcaufe the interruption: lie did, until a 
treaty of the nature now propoied had been con¬ 
cluded. /'yiC':'’; ‘ 

X, 3 .—HxtraB of a Letter fro >.1 the Governor 
tv the Council. 

Dated '5 Jan. 1763. 

W J TH refpeft to Mahomed Aly,the Dacca 
Gd’eftor, I could not refufe a proportion 
fo reafonable as what the Nabob made, that is, 
that he flwuld have an opportunity of anfwering 
for himfelf. Incloled, I fend you copies of his 
add redes to the Nabob on the iubjstt of the 
complaints againft him. Mirza Aly Rezt is ap¬ 
pointed Ameeri, to go and enquire upon the (pot, 
and orders fhoutd be lent to the Chiefs at Dacca, 
Chittagong and Luckypoor, to produce what 
proofs they can of the lefts complained of to the 
laid Amcen. 

I can venture to a Cure you, the Nabob wiil not 
be backward in panifhing Mahomed Aly, if he 
proves guilty. Toorutfing, the Aumuldar of 
Tangeppor, having been convi&ed of killing Mr. 
Cray’s Gomaftah, has received fentence to be hang¬ 
ed at the place where the violence was commit¬ 
ted ■, and Sheer Aly Cawn, for endeavouring to 
fcreeri him and his ill behaviour to our Gomaftahs 
in general, will bedifmifled from the government 
of Purnea. 

1 obferve what you mention concerning the in¬ 
land trade to Mr. Haftings and me jointly. The 
Company’s Duftuck never having been granted 
for t ho fir articles of trade by any former Governors, 
neither fhalj I think myfelf empowered to grant 

them 



them without the orders of our honourable mas¬ 
ters j and therefore to prevent our being liable to 
have our goods ftopt for duties at many different 
places, as is the cafe with the country merchants, 
I wished to have thole duties made up in the 
mofi. rcafonable.manner into one fum, to be paid 
at one place before the dispatch of the goods. 
After getting what informations we could, I agreed 
with the Nabob, that: they Ihould be rated at. 9 
per cent, upon the purchafe price, which being 
paid before the difpatch of the goods, and the 
Dbftuck of the country Government taken, they 
Ihould be liable to no further demands throughout 
the three provinces. You will obferve, that this 
is lefs than what the Luckypoor gentlemen in their 
letter of the 6th of November la ft mention, they 
have always paid upon ialt and tobacco, which 
are the principal objife# of this trade. In my 
way down, I took an account from the agents 
of feme Patna and Hougly merchants of what 
they had paid, and were liable to pay for the fait 
under their charge, by which you will perceive 
that the Sircary duties or ly, without reckoning the 
Duftore taken at the feveral Chokeys, amount, by 
the loweft of the feveral informations, to more 
than 25 rupees per too maunds. I have fent a 
Copy of this account to the Nabob, and recom¬ 
mended to him to free the merchants in general 
from fuch a variety of demands, by receiving 
from them in like manner a reasonable rate of 
cuftoms in one place only. 

Y ?,_ Cofyy of a Letter from Mr, Cartier 

to the Lounal . 


Dated 9 Jan. 1763. 


E I N G called upon by the council of this 
Factory for an explanation of a letter-wrote to 
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Mahomed Aly , Coiledor of the revenues of Dac¬ 
ca. I.think proper, with the content of the gentle¬ 
men here, to addrefs myfel to the Board on this 
occafion •, and at the fame time do declare the 
pleafure it affords me, to vindicate any part of 
my conduct that ijfey appear dark or myftenous 
before fo juft a tribunal 

The letter addreifed to Mahomed Aly was 
wrote and lent to him the orh of October, a copy 
of which, and his anfwer, 1 forwarded to Mr. Van 
Sittart. i he fame was received by that gentle¬ 
man during his abode at the French gardens. 

When an entire interruption was put to all com¬ 
merce, our fervants plundered and u!ed ill, the 
flag grolsly inful ted even in the city, and almoft 
under our eyes, when our intercourfe to Calcutta 
by letters was one time ftopt, in what fhape was 
1 to adt but in the manner 1 did ? Mahomed Aly 
was pointed out by the whole country, as the 
principal enrourager of thefe grievances and infills. 
In my applying to him for redrefs by the Dewan 
and Vac keel of the Factory, he conftantly denied 
having the leaft hand in them. I therefore thought 
it be.ft in Inch a fjtuation of affairs, to apply my- 
f'elf to him by le tter, and to demand apofidve de¬ 
claration as to the caufe of theft disturbances. The 
anfwer was iuch as might be ex petted from an in¬ 
triguing tnan, in every refped't evafiye and unlads- 
factory. 

You think, gentlemen, the ftife of my letter 
was rather improper, and tending to promote thofe 
evils which you have taken fo much pains to re¬ 
medy, namely, a jealpufy and diftruft. I miift 
beg leave, gentlemen, to cliflent from you in this 
opinion, and maintain, that the extra 1 agent and 
vexatious behaviour of the govern nent was the 
caufe of thofe evils, and railed* I may venture to fay, 
both jealoufy and cliff-uH in ever , breaft. In fucii 
a conjuncture, i thifck, an Engtifhman cannot 

R i’peak 
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[peak too bold. I only wrote what I imagined 
would have had a proper effedl on the mind of a 
man, who I fuppofed tufted from his own judg¬ 
ment, and without a legal order. The fyflem of 
the prefent government muft be entirely changed 
within thefe kft twelve months, if the ears of the 
officers in it are too delicate to bear with a warm 
remonftrance. I can conceive my letter to Maho¬ 
med Aly to be nothing more, and considering the 
importance of the affair, not too warm. As-Chief 
oi the f actory, I efteerned it my particular duty 
to fnpport thofe privileges our nation are invefted 
with j and had I tamely fubmitted to fitch a grofs 
invafion of them, without any endeavour on my 
fide to procure redrefs, I think I fhoukl be un¬ 
worthy of the poll I hold, and defer vedly defpiled 
by the generality of the world. 

I hope, gentlemen, the above will be fufficient 
to aicertain to you, the juft motives that induced 
me to write the laid letter, and fatisfy you (confi- 
deringtheoccafion) the ftileof it was not, altogether 
improper. The original letter I now inclaie you 
from which the Perftan trauflation was made, tho* 
the purport of it is little different from the copy 
lent up in your general letter. 

3^3 *- C ipy of a Letter from Muff. John- 
ftone and Hay to the. Council., 

Dated 14 Jan. 176 j. 

W E have received the copy of a letter wrote 
by the Prefident to the Board, complain¬ 
ing of Mr. Bolts’s conduft in writing a letter in 
the name of Johnftone, Elay, and Bolts, to the 
Purnea Phouidar, reprefenting the grievances and 
opprdbons that our Gomaftahs met with in tranff 
acting our bufinefs in that country, and averting 
the privileges of the Phirmaund > and at the fame 

time 
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recommending to you, to inflict a cenfur’e or 
punHhment on Mn Bolts for the fame. We there¬ 
fore think it neecfiary to our duty to inform you, 
that Mr. Van Sittart, when he cs.fi: the whole of 
that traffatbon on Mr. Bolts, did it not with an/ 
good rcafon, as we were both acquainted with the 
contents df the letter, and of its being lent; 
and we cannot help thinking, fro.n the terms of 
bis letter, that it was wrote with no other ddign, than 
to Ihew how blameable we were in his eyes, and 
how v-e ought to be treated ; but we hope you, 
gentlemen, v.-iK judge otherwife. We are lo far 
from thinking with the Preiidcnt, that it :s crimi¬ 
nal to affect the privilege of the Phirmaund, chat 
we think every one that does not, little deferveft 
the benefit of it, and that it’s being aflerted in pri¬ 
vate letters can never weaken the Company’s go¬ 
vernment, or prove prejudicial to their true inter- 
efts. The juitice of our Gomaftah’s complaints 
to which we refer, and which gave occafton to our 
letter to Sheer Aly Cawn, will appear by his art* 
fwer, in which he acknowledges, thai by the Na¬ 
bob’s orders our trade-illall be entirely confined 
to that of ready money purchafes, contrary to the 
dLblilhtd cuftotm throughout the country ; and 
which muft of corfequeuce put a Hop to all .trade, 
or fetter it in a manner unknown before in the 
worft of times in Bengal. 

Our letter, as tranfiated by Mr. Guifton, 'hich 
we now lay before the Board, we hope will prove 
unexceptionable 5 for when it is laid, in cate we 
did not find an end was pur to the oppreffipnS 
complained of, that we would make application 
to the Nabob for redrefs for ourfelves and Olliers 
it is not to be imagined, that we fhould have.pro¬ 
cured this application to the Nabob otherwife 
than from your Board •, and. this was our inten¬ 
tion. But Mr. Van Sittart is of a different opini¬ 
on, and takes great exception at its being laid to 
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be defigncd to be done in the Engltlh name, and 
red refs obtained for others. Had he thought 
proper to have mentioned it to either of the part¬ 
ners refiding in Calcutta, he might have been fa- 
tisfied there was no bad defign in ufng the word 
others, but that it was introduced entirely by mif- 
take. And we have reafon to think Mr. Van. 
Sittart was not unacquainted with the contents of 
that letter before he lef t Calcutta, as our Gdmaftahs 
wrote us after the receipt of the letter, the 
Phouzdar would not fend us his anfwer till ii: was 
approved of by the Prefident, for which purpofe 
it was fent by the Phouzdar with one of his own 
to Calcutta, and we did not receive the anfwer till 
fome days after Mr. Van Smart’s departure from 
Calcutta. 

The unwillingnefs the Prefident had to believe 
complaints of this nature, and more particularly 
that they were owing to the Nabob’s orders, in¬ 
duced us to addrefs Sheer Aly Cawn in the manner 
we did, to fee whether he would aniwer us as he 
had done our Gomaftah, and on this to have a 
foundation for applying to your honourable Board 
for redrefs. You will pleale to remark, that Sheer 
Aly Cawn reprefents dadney advanced for goods, 
as money let out at intereft; which latter bufineis, 
our Gomaftah never carried on, and we can’!.: con¬ 
ceive that the milbehaviour of a few Gomaftahs 
in that or any other way, when proved, joined to 
the many groundlefs complaints of the govern¬ 
ment, fhould.be efteemed fufficient cable for the 
Nabob touiurp, or we to give up theprivjlegesof the 
Englifh Company in this country,, when at the fame 
time fo many well grounded caufes of complaints 
have been given by the lrrvants of the Nabob to 
thole, who, by the Company’s indulgence, have the 
privilege of Duftucks, and of courfe exemption 
from all duties, and their protection. That tbefe 
privileges for feveral months have been greatly in- 
.... fringed 
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fringed in feme parts, and entirely taken away in 
others by the country government, is what we, as 
well as moll Englifh traders except the Prefidcnt, 
have fever el y felt in their private fortunes. 

We received a letter from our agent, Mr. 
Robinfon, at Gualpara, informing us, of the dif¬ 
ficulties he laboured under from the ©bllacles 
thrown in the way of our trade, and the danger 
■with which he was threatened by the Phoufdar of 
Rungamatty, which he reprefen ted as greatly fo- 
mented and increafed by the arrival and practices 
of one Gongaram Metre, who was come there in 
Auguft, and afiumed to himielf on the ftrength ot 
his Perwanah from the Governor, the office of in- 
quifitor and fupervifor of the agents, of the lmg- 
lifh, &c. in thofe parts. The Perwanah, extrafla 
of Mr. Robinfon’s letter, Gongaram Metre’s let¬ 
ter to Mr. Tiexeira, and the letter from the Run ¬ 
gamatty Fouzdar to Mr. Robinfon, are i'ubmitted 
to your confideration. Some of thefe were for¬ 
warded to the Governor, requeuing the netcflary 
redrefs •, in anfwer we have received through him 
a Perwanah irorn the Nabob to the Fouzdar oi 
Rungamatty, as by fubjoined transition, direct ¬ 
ing him not to obftruft our trade, or col left duties 
on goods provided for exportation, or that come 
from Calcutta with a Duftuck, but to levy the 
uftial cuties on other goods *, and to fend to him- 
felf and to the Prefid ent, an account ol the rates 
according to which they pay. lhis we humbly 
conceive is contraty to the articles oi our treaty 
with the Nabob, and reduces us again to thofe 
privileges we enjoyed before the time of Meer 
Jaffier Cawn, and which we imagine was not the 
(cntiments of t e majority of the Board at the 
time the Prefidefit left it. By this Perwanah, 
however, vve have not got the leaf! iatistaclion for 
the infults and lodes we have fuflained by ob- 
ftruding our trade, both inland and Calcutta, but 
R 1 
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on the contrary, it is left to the PhouzdarV dif* 
crctton, who has been guilty of the violences and 
Ioffes we complained of, to fix the rates of the du¬ 
ties ori the different articles of inland trade, on 
which, to the bed of our knowledge, the Com¬ 
pany’s ftrvants that have traded there Cnee the 
treaty with Jaffier Aly Cawn never yet paid any, 
and of courfe there could be no cuftom to follow ; 
.--which fcheme, fltould it take place, would re¬ 
duce us on a foot ( if not. below the. traders of the 
country) as is the with of the Governor’s agents 
in that part, probably in the imagination that this 
niay be a means of throwing the whole trade into 
their hands by the extraordinary intcreft Mr. Van 
Sittart has with the Nabob. 

Whatever opinion the Prefident may entertain 
of Mr. Cartier, or Mr. Chevalier, they have had 
the happinefs hitherto to be efteeroed by every 
body that knows them. The gentleman we Cent 
up, Mr. Robinfon, had the per million and ap¬ 
probation of the Board--, we think therefore, if 
filch grievances as were alledged againft Englifh 
agents and Gornaftahs really exifted in thele parts, 
the fubjebling them to the ferutiny and fuperyffai 
of black dependants of whatever demonination, 
withdiit the knowledge of the Board, was an in¬ 
dignity offered to it—-to us, and to every gentle¬ 
man concerned *, and however the propagating 
fuch notions in this Country may ferve to ftrength- 
cn the hands of government, we humbly conceive, 
it can give but a very odd opinion of the other 
members to whom it is jointly intruded. 

In the courfe of the bufinefs we have carried on, 
wc have met with the greateft impediments in al- 
molt all parts, but in particular in Purnea, Rung- 
poor, dilirifts of Gualparah, and Rungamatty, 
from the different Phouzdars, Zemindars, Mr. 
Moore, Gongaram Metre, &c. the accounts of 
which, as we have received them from our agents, 

we 





we now lay before you; and hope you will pro* 
Cure for us that iatisfadlion which we have hither* 
to been unable to obtain. 

A, 4.- Copy of a Letter from the Chief and 

Council at Dacca to the Council. 

E did ot.rfelves the honour to write you 



f V ydlerday, and have fince been furprized by 
the receipt of two papers (which came inclofed for 
your perufal) from the Nabob, and from Maho¬ 
met 1 . Aiy of this place, who defired to be inform¬ 
ed what degree of regard we intended to pay the 
orders they contained; to which we replied, that 
we did not dare to-acquiefce with the terms of 
thofe papers, as the frefident and Council of 
Calcutta, on whom alone it retted to give fanftion 
to fuch commands, bad not thought proper to 
tranfrnit us any fuch inftrudliona. We know not 
in what light you will look on thefe directions to 
the Naib of this place, but hope you will approve 
the reply we made, and will pardon us the liberty 
of addrefling a few lines on this fubjeft, The im¬ 
mediate circulation of thefe articles throughout 
the country will be attended with very bad confe- 
quences to the Company’s inveftments, and muffc 
iptirdy ruin moft of us at this place, who on the 
faith of treaties or public indulgences have large 
concerns abroad, which never can be colledfed in, 
if thofe privileges without any previous notice 
be inatebed from us. The protection of our Goma- 
ltahs and lervants from the oppretlion and jurifdic- 
tion of the Zemindars and their Cutcherries has e- 
ver been found to be a liberty highly effential, both 
.to the honour and intereft of our nation ; and we 
apprehend the utility of it, for carrying on every 
kind oi bulinefs, but efpectally the provifion of 
cloth, ;s fo well known to you gentlemen, that it 
is needlefs for us to add more, as you will at once 
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perceive the numberlefs vexations and interrupt 
tions we fball meet with, if the Zenlindais have 
authority on every flight «lfipuce, to fummon and 
confine our Gomaftahs, wherever they think pro- 
pet-. The injunctions with refpeft to Dtoituck* 
aired every article of comme rce, except fuch as 
are imported on (hipping, Mr. Cartier being en¬ 
joined not to give one for any article, that is' the 
produce of Bengal; and to pay a duty of nine 
per cent, f.o the Nabob, on every merchandize 
not brought in or lent, by fea. This fureiy can, 
not be meant, but the words ieeir: too equivocal 
not to make us wilh to have your fenfe of them 
on io important, a point. A duty once fixed could 
Icarce be a burden, but if added to this, we are 
i'ubjeded to vexatious applications to the Nabob’s 
officers for Dufljucks, it will he a grievance we 
firall indeed feel. i. he dignity and benefit of our 
Dulb.i. ks are the chief badges of honour, or at 
lead intereft, we enjoy from our I’hirinaunU, and 
has been held m fuch efteern, as to fee ufeour ef- 
fefts from thole depredations, which the natives 
luiler in palling their goods through the country ; 
and if thele new duties on all the products of the 
country are thought juft, may not the Nabob be 
properly feeured of them by the Shawbunder’s re¬ 
ceipts for the cuftoms, being always affixed to the 
back of every Dultuck, previous to its being 
llgiK cl. I his will f*rely afeertain, in the moft 
ample manner, the duties to the Nabob, and free 
us from the principal grievance we can feel bv 
their increafe. The prohibition with refpeft to 
l offals, v is a reftrainc not even put upon the Mo- 
gu. s acid natives, 1 he liberty of erecting new 
ones fofar from being injurious to the Nabob, ab¬ 
solutely enhances his cuftoms, by clearing lands 
t lat would otherwjfe have been uninhabited ; and 
the order to pure hale every thing’lor ready mo¬ 
ney 

* Safa-pans. 
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n# amounts nearly to an exclufion from all fuch 
branches of trade, as the vender will then impofc 
on us whatever prices they judge proper. 

With rdpeft to Afiam, we mutt beg leave to 
©bferve, that the Nabob, or his Fougedar of Run- 
gamatty, can have no more right to regulate the 
terms of our commerce with the natives of that 
country than with thofe of China. Al! the power 
he exerts over our Gomaftahs is arbitrary and op- 
prefllve, and neither juftice or ancient cuftoms 
can warrant Fuch abufes, or regulate his officers in 
the collecting of taxes. The whole direction is 
now referred to his Droga of Rungamatty. No 
duties have ever yet been paid on Lacks, Mug- 
gadooties, and other goods brought from Afiam": 
thofe goods may finely be efteemed imports, when 
they are brought into Bengal, and may be unified 
to our Duftucks. 

All our privileges, all our fortunes, and future 
profpe&s, depend upon the refulc of your delibera¬ 
tion on thefe points ; and .ve hope, let what will 
be your fentiments, you will be pleafed to fufpend 
the execution of them till our prefent concerns are 
collected in, with our ancient indulgences. No 
treaty of commerce in any country has been car¬ 
ried into execution, orfrefh duties levied, without 
a previous declaration, for as long a term as was 
adequate to the fettiement of thofe concerns that 
were to be influenced by fuch new regulations; and 
we flatter qurfeives, that we fhall not become ob¬ 
jects of unexampled leverity on this occalion. The 
trade of the fervants has ever been thought wor¬ 
thy of our protection, and we hope, if particular 
branches are now to be given up, we fhall ftill be 
indulged with the influence of your authority, and 
privilege of our Duftuck, till' we can finifh our 
prefent engagements. If you refufe us this re 
queft, gentlemen, you undo us at once, as the 
publication of thofe orders from Mongheer, with 

the 
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die ftamp of your authority, wil} lb afFecl. our na¬ 
tional credit and influence in the country, as mu ft 
for.ever difable us from collefting in the large 
funis we have ourtb'.nding. 

If we have obtruded on the Board more than 
is deemed fit, or prcfbrned in any part of this, to 
advile where obedience was due, w* crave your 
pardon, and (hall be ready- to pay the uimoft re- 
fpetSl to any orders mm knitted by your Board. 

B, 4 -—Tranflaucn cf the Governor s Letter to 
" the Nabob. 

Y O U R gracious Perwanah is arrived, and has 
greatly honoured me. I am informed of nil 
the particulars of your high commands. 

itfhall be written to the chiefs ofo.ur Fa&ories, 
that they are to gi ve a Daftac for the buying and 
felling of fhip merchandize, and merchandize 
that they buy and fell in every diftrid, for rraffic 
in this country j they are to do according to cuf- 
tomof other traders and merchants, and not to gi ve 
the Company’s Daftac. They are to take a Da- 
ftac from Buckflibander or Shahbender, paying 
in upon the coft of the merchandize nine per cent. 
Including wharfs ; and other receipts of cuftom, 
nor fliali they ufe any manner of force or violence, 
extortion or unfair dealing. 

It is hoped, that your Excellency’s Perwanah 
will be iflued out to the Foujdars, and other ofR- 
cers of the government-, that the Company’s 
Daftac is to go along with the purchafe and fale 
of {hip merchandize, and they are by no means 
to flop it or demand the fimjleft cuftom, nor 
fhall they hinder the purchafe and fale of com¬ 
modities for country trade -, but they are to give 
Daftacs, receiving the duties on coft of the mer¬ 
chandize, agreeable to your Excellency’s high 
command. And the Darugahs at the Chokey’s 
are only to take copies of the Daftac without de¬ 
manding any thing. Here- 
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Hereto.ore k was written to till the chiefs of 
our Factories, to forbid them injuring the country 
people and inhabitants of the Pergannahs, and 
protecting the dependents and fervants of the 
Sircar, and damaging the affairs of the Sircar. 
Now repeated directions fhall be font, that they 
are to refrain from fuen proceedings ; and further, 
eonfidcring the officer of the government as ms* 

. giftrate where they are- in cafe of any trouble or 
difputes happening, they are to appear before that 
nwgiftrate, and have them fettled. 

Let your_ Excellency’s inftruCfcions be fenr 10 
the Foujdars and officers, that they are to de¬ 
termine difputes of our FaCtors, with juftice and 
truth, without partiality. And if any one Co 0- 
plains againft a FaCtor, to fend for him, and for le 
the affair face to face; and if r FaCtor has a com¬ 
plaint againft any one, to coulider it well, and fb 
determine it. 

It has ,been written to the ch'efs of Tflamabad 
arid Luckypoor, that they (ball not make fide 
works, nor hinder the merchants and farmers <:f 
the fait works, that pay revenues to the govern¬ 
ment, bur buy what they want of them at a rea- 
fonable rate: the two letters to the chiefs afore- 
laid being inclofed with this addrefs. 

An order will be fent to the chiefs and fervants 
of all our Factories that they are not to farm or 
buy landsand whatever they may have bought 
heretofore, to refign it. 

Let' your Excellency's order be pafied, that the 
price of the purchafe be like wife returned. 

But from feveraj places there is come com¬ 
plaints, that the officers of the Sircar importune 
for former collections', and beat, bind, and con¬ 
iine the people; which doings are far from being 
juft. 

Let your Excellency’s order be pafied, that they 

return 
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return back the price of the purchafe, and never 
demand oid accounts. 

The chiefs and fervants of the Factories wili be 
directed, that they are not to hinder the brokers 
and weavers of the government. 

And, if your Excellency is not pleafed that the 
money and bullion of English gentlemen and their 
Factors fhdtild be made into Siccas in the mints 
of Azimabad, and Jehangirnagarr, and by it 
there will be a lofs to the Sircar -, let the Darugahs 
of thofe places be ordered, not to receive the mo¬ 
ney and bullion of the Englifh to be made into 
Siccas. But upon hearing this, the money-chang¬ 
ers will demand as exchange juft what they want, 
and the Company’s bufinds will be impeded by 
this means. 

It is hoped, that a Perwanah will be iffue'd out 
to the Naihs of Mc Abedabad, Jolnngirnagarr, 
and Azimabad, that the exchange on money of 
the Engliih Company, and gentlemen, ill all be 
taken according to the markec currency ; and in 
cafe of eXaftion, to bring the money changers to 
punifbment. 

Directions will befent to the Fadtor (Gomaftab) 
at Gwallparah, that he is to tranfadl bufirvefs of 
traffic as was cuflom heretotore, and he is not to 
trade with the people of the mountains-, whatever 
he has to buy or fell in that place, he is to do by 
means of the officer of^he government. Let your 
Excellency’s order be fent to the Darugah, chat he 
is to deal with the Englifh Factors, as with other 
merchants. 
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Q 4, 


ffranjiation of the Nabob’s Perwanah 
to Mahomed Aly Beg. 

May the Noble our well-beloved Mahomed Aly Beg 
remain in Health. 

I N the month Jemir.ady-ath-thany, the 4th 
year of his Majefty’s reign, agreeing with the 

1176th 
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1176th of the Hegira, Mr. Van Sittart came to 
vifit me at Mongbeer •, feeing that you wrote art 
excufe for not collecting the balances in the coun¬ 
try, becaufe of the ciiiiorbanccs of the Englilh 
FaCtors; therefore all country disputes, and the 
traffic of the Englifh Factors were lettlcd, and the 
Governor aforefaid has accordingly given me writ¬ 
ten fccurity under his own haiid. As a copy there¬ 
of under teal of the magiftrate is fent jpclofed, 
you are to a<5t in conformance to it, not differing 
in a Angle point, either more or lcls from it. And 
further,"you are to Ihew the fait! copy to the Englifh 
gentlemen and their Factors,and tell them that they 
arc to cranfadt all bufinefs and affairs of trade ac¬ 
cording to the yvritten fccurity* and in no wife arc 
to ule violence or extortion— if they aft contrary 
thereto, I will not fuffer fuch behaviour in the 
country, but will cumthemout... And youour well- 
beloved are to ad agreeable to this written fccurity. 
If any one of the Factors fhall bring to pafsany thing 
contrary to this written fccurity, and caufe a dit- 
turbance, you fhall remove him, and fend me a 
review of the cafe taken exaftly without the leaft 
difference or difagreement. It is with much and 
earned importunity that I procured a written f>- 

curity to this purpole.And having fent copies 

thereof co all my officers, and to you of noble rank, 
if you do not caufe bulinels to go on agreeable to 
it in the diftri&s fubje£t to you, I fhall be very 
much offended with you, nor will I in f uture pay 
any regard to your complaints, and take care to 
ad agreeable to this fingle writing, regarding it 
of as much force as writing a thoufand times. 
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0,4.- ExtraEl of Confiiliatim of the if if) of 

January 1763. {Prefent Mef. Arnyatt, 
Hay, Watts.) 

(The Dacca Letter with the Tranflation having 
been read.) 

A S it appears from the confultation of the 22a 
of March, that it was then refolded to call 
for the opinion of the field officers in a cafe which 
the Board efteem firrtilar to this •, and as they think 
that the iffue of the prelent matter muft highly 
concern the national honour, and the Company’’.*) 
bufinefs. 

Agreed, we fend for Major Carnac to the Board 
to take his feat, and affift in our deliberation on the 
fubieft of thefe letters. 

The major being come to the council-room, 
takes bis feat at the Board. 

Read again the Dacca letter, dated the loth in- 
ftant, with the translates entered above of the two 
Perfian papers which were inclofed. 

The Board having maturely con fide red the fame, 
are unanimoufiy of opinion, that in the letter 
from the Prefident to Co (Tim Aly Cawn, he af- 
fumed a right to which he was no ways authoriz¬ 
ed;' that the regulations propofed by him are dis¬ 
honourable to us as Englifhmen, and tend to the 
ruin of all publick and private trade ; that the 
Prefident, ifilling out regulations independently of 
the Council, is an abfolure breach of their privi¬ 
leges s and that therefore directions fhould be lent 
to Dacca, to fufpend paying any regard to thele re¬ 
gulations and orders which the Nabob has lent to 
their Factory. And us the Nabob hasdeclared, in his 
letter to the Naib of Dacca, that he will turn out 
thofeEnglifhmen or their Gomaftahs, who will not 
comply with thefe deftru&ive regulations. It ap¬ 
pears to the Board of the utmoft importance, and 
they are therefore further of opinion, that the 

abfent 
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abient members (hould be immediately called to 
Calcutta (excepting the Chiefs of Patna and 
Chittagong, whofe ciiftance from the Prei dency 
may render their corning inconvenient and preju¬ 
dicial to the Company's atFaijs) that the wh ile 
may be confulted on a matter of fuch high coale- 
quence, and a plan be eftablifhed for the lecuriry 
of our commerce, and for the proper conducting 
of the country correfpondence. 

Agreed, that we write accordingly in the terms 
of the above minute to Dacca, Coffimbazar, and 
Luckypoor, directing the Chiefs to repair imme¬ 
diately to Calcutta.. . . But as the difiance from 
Burdwan is very fmall, and Mr. johnftone's pre¬ 
fence mud be abfoiacely neceflary there at this 
feafon of the heavy collections. 

Agreed, that our letter to him be only to hold 
h'unlelf in readinds to repair to Calcutta on re¬ 
ceipt of our further orders. 

The major withdraws. 

Mef. John done and Hay lend in a letter re¬ 
garding the Perfian letter which they wrote to Sheer 
Aly Cawn the Fougedar of Purnea—alio copies 
and extra&s of fundry letters and papers relative 
thereto. 

The fame being now read, the Board r re of 
opinion, that they iuflic.cntly account for, and 
vindicate thofe gentlemen in that uuniaftion. 

As the Prehdent was not even now without 
hopes, that i t mighr be in his power to prevent the 
execution of the defighs, which he law were 
laid for breaking with the Nabob, though he had 
no other arms than the mffcitude of his intentions, 
and the propriety of the nrealufes which he had 
taken, to oppofe to prejudices and violence ; he 
relblved to anfwer with temper and coolnels all 
the objections made, and to ilhew the illegality of 
the proceedings of certain violent tempers, hat 
if he could not bring them to rcafon, he might 

yet 
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yet obviate any pretence, which they might fond 
to bring on the intended rupture. Accordingly, 
at the next confultation he entered his anfwer arid 
obier vat ions, as follows : 

D,4.a.'- Copy of the Governor's Minute of 

the \jl of February 1763. 

I Have read, with great furprize, the minute of 
your confultation of the 17th ultimo* upon 
Mef. Johnftone and Hay’s letter of the 14th, and 
upon the Dacca letter of the 10th, accompanied 
with my anfwer to the Nabob, upon the fubjeft 
of the propofed regulations for the private inland 
trade. I will endeavour to point out the wrong 
you have done me, and the injuftice, as well as the 
indecency, of the reflections with which Mef. 
johnftone’s and Hay’s laid letter is filled, and which 
I wonder fhould elcape your cenlure, much more 
that they fhould gain your approbation. 

The honourable the Court of Directors, as well 
as their fervants here, have always underftood a 
diftinction between the trade in articles imported » 
<nd to be exported by Jhipping ana the private in¬ 
land trade •, that is, the trade from place to place 
in the country, in commodities produced and con- 
fumed in the country, of which fait, betel-nut, 
and tobacco, are the chief articles. Forth z former 
trade, the Company's Dufiuck has always been 
granted j but the latter has been carried on 
with the Dufiuck of the country government, and their 
duties paid; but thofc duties being different at 
different places, and even varied at the fame 
place, according to the difpofitlon and authority of 
the Nabob’s Collecfor, and the degree of force 
with which the Englifb Gomallah could back his 
refufal, a fixed regulation was thought neceffary 
to prevent the nurnberlefs difputes, occalioned by 
this commerce in different parts of the province. 
Our honourable mafters have exprefsly ordered 

in 
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than one of their letters, that the trade in 
fait, and betel-w.it, Khali not be carried on to the 
prejudice of' the revenues of the country govern¬ 
ment and yourfelves, gentlemen, in your letter 
of the 15th of November, tranfmitted me a lilt 
of the Shawbunder duties ufually paid by the 
gentlemen at Luckypoor upon fait and tobacco, 
ui order to affift me •** in finally fettling theje mat - 
ters with the Nabob upon a folid plan." Can that 
plan be folk! where nothing is fixed, and where 
the English Gotnaftahs [hall be under no controul, 
but regarding themfclves far above the rmgiftrates 
cf die country where they rcfide, take upon them* 
felver, to decide not only their own dilpures with 
the merchants and inhabitants, but thofo alfo of 
one merchant or inhabitant with another ; or is 
it polT.ble the government: can collect their due 
revenues in fuch circumftances ? 

The plan for carrying on the private inland 
trade, contained, in my letter to the Nabob, is the 
fame in fabftance as the articles which, in my joint 
letter with Mr. Haftings of the 15th of Decem¬ 
ber, we mention to have propofed to the Nabob,. 
It is fuch a plan, as ieemed to us to be moft con¬ 
formable to the Company’s intentions in refpedt to 
that trade, moft confident with the rights and true 
interefis of their fervants here, and with common 
reafon and equity. And I call on you, gentlemen „ 
in the firffc place, to prove that I have a(fumed a 
right to which I was no ways authorized , that the 
regulations propofed, are difhonourable to you as 
Englifomen , or tend to the ru'n of all pablick or 
private trader which are the terms in which you 
have been plea fed to exprefs your opinion : and 
in the fccond place, to form a plan yourfelves which 
fhnil be more conformable to the good purpofe be¬ 
fore-mentioned, and, without: regard to which, I am 
perfuaded our honourable mailers will not give the 

S l'andtion 
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fandlion of their approbation 7.0 this ricw trade j 
form foch a plan, gentlemen, and TVyill kibfcribe 
to it with pleafure, and engage the .Nabob Ihall 
do io too. 

For mV own part 1 think, that the honour and 
dignity of ovir nation would be better coniulted 
By a fcrupulous and careful restraint of our Du( 
tuck, than by extending' it beyond its uhial 
bounds, and by putting Gotriaftahs under 
fo'me checks, than by fuffering chent to exercife 
an authority in the country, every one according 



by repeat. 

The Dacca gentlemen, in their letter of the 
10th, represent, that they ft) fill luffer greatly it 
foch regulations take place. It. is not as to the 
duty they complain, but the being obliged to ap¬ 
ply to the Nabob’s officers for Dulhicks, and 
having their Gotriaftahs or fervancs fubjefted to 
thejurifdidUofi of the Zemindars or other Cutcher- 
The gentlemen at fcalcutta have never 


ries. 


found any difficulty in getting the Flougly Dui- 
tuck for our fak to go up the country, nor have 
v." ever thought it either inconvenient or difho- 
Pourable, to apply for it to the officers oi the go¬ 
vernment, This is the only article we deal in here, 
that falls under the diftih&iou of the inland 
trade. 1 he Dacca gentlenfien either do not or 
will not tinderftand that diSinCtion. They lay. 
The Chief is enjoined (by the governor's let- 
“ ter to the Nabob) not to give a Duftuck for 
“ any article that is the produce of Bengal, and 
44 to pay a duty of 9 per cent, to the Nabob on 
every merchandize not brought in or lent by 
«« fea.” The diftin&ion mentioned in my letter 
to the Nabob is, that all goods imported , or for ex¬ 
portation by flipping, Ihall go as ufual with the 
Company’s Duftuck, and be fubjedt to no kind 

oi 



•7 Relative to tie Ttifiur bunas in Brnqal. 259 

of demands •, and all good* the produce of (hit 
tannery for inland trade ; fhall pay duties to the 
country government and go with their Du (lock. 
Now the principal' articles of ibis inland trade re, 
as I have mentioned in all my letters to the Board, 
fait f betel-nut, and tobacco, produced and bought in 
one part of this country, and Jent to other parts of 
the fame country, for Jale and confampt'mi. . . Ar¬ 
ticles which before the troubles we were forbid to 
trade in, but in which our influence finee has 
enabled us to deal, although with many objec¬ 
tions from the country government, and frequent 
complaints from the country merchants who uied 
to live by that trade; however, it has never been 
regarded as a pari of our Firmamd privilege, and 
we have been contented to carry.it on with the 
Duflucks of the country government , and paying their 
duties. The prefent regulation is intended only 
to give us a confirmed right to benefits heretofore 
always difputed, and upon terms which feem to 
me very reafonabk. 

Now as to the Gonm(labs, it is propofed in 
my letter to the Nabob, that orders {hall be given 
to forbid them injuring the .country people and 
inhabitants, or protecting the dependents and fer- 
vants of the Sircar; that in cafe of their having 
a difpute with, or complaint againft any merchant 
or inhabitant of th country, they /hall lay fuefi 
difpute or complaint b fore the officer of the go¬ 
vernment, to be determined in the proper courfe 

of the jurifduftion of the country.And 111 

like manner, if any one Mould have a difpute 
with, or complaint againft the GomtdUb, the Go* 
maftah flfall appear before the officer of the go¬ 
vernment to have it fettled. In both cafes, if 
the Gomaltah thinks him (elf aggrieved by .the 
decifion, he may apppeal to his employer, and 
he to the governor at Calcutta. Nothing here is 
meant to affedl, ncr can afFecl our rights over the 
Si weavers 
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weavers who receive advances for the Company's 
cloths i and who having nothing to do with rents, 
or employments under the country government, 
are not under flood to be their dependents or fer- 
vants, and therefore may and ought to be pro¬ 
tected againft any unjuft demands of the govern¬ 
ment’s officers, at the difcrction of the Chief of 


the Factory, to which they belon. 


z. 


to the It Gomaftahs To many 
are charged, their bufinefs is 


But it is not 
acts of oppreffion 
plain and ft tuple * 
they have only to make the ufual advances to the 
weavers, and lee that they perform their contrails; 
and being i mmediately under the eye of one or 
otlier of the Factories, they Cannot be guilty of 
great extravagancies. The complaints come from 
the diftant corners of the province, as Rungpoor, 
Purnea, Dinagepoor, Rungamatty, Gualparah, 
Sillet, Backer gunge, &c. where, if thofe com¬ 
plaints are true, the Englifh Gomaftahs being 
under .no controul of their matters, defpife and 
ill treat the officers of the government, fet them- 
ielves up for judges and magiftrates, hear difputes 
between the inhabitants and extort fines, force the 
merchants to buy their goods at more than the 
market price, and to fell what they require as much 
beio.v it. The complaints 1 have received of this 
fort are Innumerable. I have done my utmoil to 
find out the truth, and get redrefs, and put an end 
to them by forwarding copies to the Chief of 
the FaClory. neareft'the place where the caufe of 
complaint has arifen, and defiring him to enquire 
into it; but for the moft part, I have had no other 
fatisfaCtion, than the Gomaftah’s flat denial of the 
fact. The places being very diftant, a proper exa¬ 
mination of witneffes is almoft impofiible, either 
before this Board, or any of the fubordinates. How 
then are fucli difputes to be fettled, or the truth dis¬ 
covered ? I am far from faying, that the method 
I have proposed is free from objeftion, bedaufe 1 am 

very 


Relative U the Difturhartm in Bengal, z£i 

very Jenfible many of the officers of the govern¬ 
ment will rot t-xercife their authority impartially, 
and many will gladly take every'opportunity of 
obftru&ing our Gomaftahs, and particularly in this 
new commerce’, but I cannot rhink of si better 
plao v and it is certainly more agreeable tc reafo •, 
and the pradlice of all nations that the jurifdidtion 
i'hould be in the hands of the proper officers of the 
government than our agents and Gomaftahs, who 
arc permitted to reirde there on ly as trading Factors, 
and where neither the laws of our country, nor the 
powers intruded to us by the Company, give us 
any judicial authority. 

I wifh, gentlemen, you may form a better plan, 
fince you do not approve of mine •, but if it: mould 
appear, that this trade cannot be carried on without: 
invefting our Gomaftahs with an armed fo;ce, and 
authority to exercife that force over the inhabi¬ 
tants at their difcretion, I think it ffiould be for¬ 
bid, and we content oiirfelves wich carrying our 
trade as far as the Company carry their’s ; and fo 
far we fhall be fure of the protection of their force, 
under the direction of one or Other of the Fac¬ 
tories, who will be anfwerable to the Board for 
the me they make of them, which the Gomaft'riis 
are not, and therefore fuch an authority (Wild 
not be fruited in their hands, 

MeTrs. Johnftone and Hay complain, that’f fent 
a perton to enquire into the truth of tne complaints 
again ft the Englifh Gomaftahs in the country, 
and they dignified a poor Banyan with the title of 
Inquifitor. My letter to thofe gentlemen, from 
Monghecr, will ihew the only authority with 
which that perlon was invefted; and t they have 
not laid before yon a copy of that letter, I have 
fubjoined it hereunto, under N° i, as it is at lea ft 
as tnateria! as Tome of thole pieces they refer to.. 
As foon as this ipquifitor returns, his report ihal’ 
be laid before you j and as every ftep I can take 
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.for thfi.. rcdrtfs of the inhabitants o) the country is 
complained of as an i.icroachmeM jpon the pri¬ 
vilege# of the E.tgWK, and alio proves inefFl-cfual, 
x fbull for the future lay alifoch petitions from the 
inhabitants before the Board* hoping, that.- by your 
refolutions, feme effc&uat method will be provid¬ 
ed for retraining tire excefies of five Goma.ftawS 
i %: r.oft material of thofe that have lately been 
p/efented to roe are hereunto annexed, from 
K> 2, to N\ 115 and I think the putting a ftop 
to any abufes that may be practifed under the au ¬ 
thority of the Engrail Bag is, an attention fo worth jr 
of this Government, that one or more members oi' 
the Board, or tome of the fenior ten ants, fhouid 
foe ient to inform themfelves upon the fpot, how 
far the complaints are true, and make the report 
tro tlie Board. 

’ Mefirs* Johnftone and fifay a||rt, that the 
Nabob's ordering the Rungamatty f ougedars io 
receive the ukutl duties oa goods for udaocS trade., 
.is contrary to the articles of our treaty with the 
Nabob, and reduces us again to thofe privileges 
we enjoyed before the time of Meer Jaffier. ^ I 
have referred more than once to the treaty with 
the Nabob Jafficr Aly Cawn, and do not find that 
ic grants us any new privileges of trade ; and co¬ 
lonel Clive, who certainly underltood that treaty 
as well as any one, never would grant a Duftuck 
for fait, or any other article of trade, which had 
not ufually been granted by former Governors. 

Meffrs. Johnftone and Hay irfinuate, throughout 
their letter in terms not to be mifua^erftood, that 
my reafon for wifhing to reftrain other gentlemen’s 
Gomaftahs, is, that my own may have the more 
power, and procure for me the greater profit. Al¬ 
though I am fatisfied that luch infinuations would 
obtain but little credit, yet. it may not be impro¬ 
per to produce fome indanccs, that I fufrer equal¬ 
ly with others when any obttructions do happen m 

our 
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om track, ami that I am the firft to prafticc'upoc. 
my own concerns, the wjftrainc which i think 
fliouid be laid i pan our Garna'.khs in genera.!.. 
For the 'lrft, I appeal to Mr. Amyatt, whether a 
numbr of boats of fait’belonging to me, wre not 
itoiv ac Cutwa, by the colleftor of that Gauc at the 
fame time witli others,, and detained as long; 
and for the lift I refer you to my orders of the 
17th of December and 10th of January, to Mr. 
Moore, my agent, at Rungpoor, and Mr. Baillk 
at Rungamarry. of which copies are hereunto 
annexed, N°. 12, and 13.^ 

As you have been pleafed to giv* it as your 
opinion, that Meflrs. Johnftone, Hay, ^ and 
Bolts, did properly in Writing a letter to Sheer 
Aly, the Fougedar of Poornea, in their own name, 
inftead. of applying to the Prefiden t, of courie t- 
very other merchant will take the fame authority. 
] am by no means forry to bo relieved from the 
trouble of fucli applications, yet f think it my 
duty, to give it as my opinion, that this entire 
levelling and equality will not be for the good 
of the Company's affairs, nor for the benefit of 
the fociety, and therefore to declare my diiappro- 
bation. 

One veafon Meffrs. Johnftone and Hay give 
for writing this. Setter, deferves to be taken no¬ 
tice of. An unwillingnefs in the PrefuieHt to believe 
complaints of this nature. I requeft the Board will 
call on them, to produce any one inftance, where 
I have either refit fed or delayed to give them, or 
atvy other merchant, every affiftance they have 
all ted of me, in the carrying on their private bu- 
.ftnefs, and obtaining redrefs for their grievances. 

In fhort, gentlemen, their letter throughout is 
fo very injurious to me as a gentleman, to fay 
nothing of my ftation, that I Ihoukl apoly to you 
for juftiCfc againft them, did l not perceive, that 
inftead of (liewing your dilpieafure at fuch beha¬ 
viour,. 
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viour, you Lave thought proper togye it the junc¬ 
tion of your approbation. 1 refer the -efore to the 
honourable the Court of Directors, v.-jho, I am 
perfuaded, will do rne more juftice. 

I flball be glad to fee the number of the numbers 
of rhe Board increafed, and with it could .Iways 
be kept fo ■, but if I had propofed to fend for p*. 
ticular members from the fubovdinates to give 
their opinion on a particular fubjedf l thou Id iurc- 
Sy have been acculed of an intention to make a 
majority to carry a particular point and it is a 
precedent, which may at forr.e time be applied to 
that purpofe, and therefore I think a bad one. 

As to the Major, he is to be a member of the 
Board, according to our honourable matter's di- 
reftions, when military affairs only are under debate . 
How the regulation of a method for carrying or) 
our trade in fait, Betel-nut, and tobacco, can be 
brought under that title, I cannot conceive, nor 
how he can be fuppofed to be a judge of ‘fuch a 
fubjett. Yet, if you conceive his advice can be 
of ufe, I am far from objecting to his being pre- 
fent. The matter in queftion, is not with rne a 
point of conteft or party ; I with only to fee fuch 
rules laid down, that the Nabob and we may 
kn6w our proper limits, and'prevent our fervants 
from tranfgrefiTmg them, whirh will require time 
and patience, and much care and attention. The 
betl laws will fometimes be tranigreffed ; but the 
inconveniencics which arife from fuch crantgreffi- 
ons, ought not to be objected againtb the laws 
themfelves, but againft the tranfgreffors, who can 
only be retrained by the conRant care of govern¬ 
ment. 


End of V o i.. I. 
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